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Sift, 

This Hitle Voluine owes ,$p uiU^h , to 
you, that I know no inpre appropriate iM^poKv:- 
ledgment than to request your acee{>tanee of 
the book itself. 1 do not solicit this favour for 
the usual purpose of a dedication, to praise the 
virtues that do honour to your heart, or the 
talents aiid acquirements that adorn your mind. 
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IV DEDICATION. 

J^et those who enjoy the happiness of your 
society witness the we, and the conscientious 
disdharge of your sacred duties attest the other. 

In you, Sir/ the antiquities of Hexham have 
found a skilful investigator; its public works 
a munificent benefactor; and its poor inhabit-* 
ants a benevolent and constant friend. You, 
therefore, this imperfect sketch of the history 
of Hexham seeks as its natural patron. Too 
insignificant to claitn your notice as a token of 
respect and veneration, yet too proud to solicit 
protection from any but, the public. Accept 
it. Sir, as the tribute of justice ; as the unvar-r 
nished account of thoae monumeiits of antiquity 
that you have endeavoured to preserve, and the 
simple record of those rights which you have 
struggled to defend. 

That health, happiness, and temporal pros^ 
perity may gently lead you to eternal felicity, 
the late though sure reward of your continued 
exertioQs for the good of your fellow-creatures, 
is the cordial and respectful wish of 

THE AUTHDIi, 
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PSEFACE. 



That portion of the county of Nortfavimber- 
land, which at an eaily period received, and stiU 
partially, though improperly, retains the name 
of Hexhamshiee, possesses many and uncom- 
mon daams to notice. 

Its church was the third in point of time 
which was built of stone in these kingdoms^ 
and the first of that nature in the present 
county of Northumberland. A portion of the 
original edifice has outlived the ravages of 1150 
years ! and die succeeding church, which has 
risen on its ruins, stands in venerable majesty, 
atill dedicated to the service of God, and but 
little altered or impaired by seven centuries 
of wasteful revolution. 

Within its walls repose the ashes of men 
who were venerated as the lights of an other- 
wise dark and gloomy age; and some names 
and objects, sanctified to the greata* half of 
Christian Europe, owe their origin to the 
church of Hexham, or contribute to the ve- 
nerable interest it inspires. 

The immediate neighbourhood was deemed 
sacred, and endowed with numerous privileges, 
of which the most important was the right of 
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^sanctuary. The historian will remember and 
the philosopher will inquire how far the Nor- 
thumbrian character has been affected by the 
long continuance and frequent use of this 
extraordinary right in the distracted periods of 
its history. 

The territory of Hexhamshire, including the 
three parishes of Hexham, Aliondale, and St. 
John Lee, claims the notice of the historian as 
a separate bishopric, and as an isolated portion of 
the archiepiscopal see of York ; as the manor of 
Wilfrid of Ripon, John of Beverley, Cardinal 
Wolsey, and Sir Christopher Hatton. Within 
this territory the spirit of* independence re- 
sisted the power of the Norman, and with- 
held from him the proud name of conqueror ; 
and within this territory was decided, as far 
as it concerned the north of England, the im- 
portant contest of the rival roses. These and 
many other recollections, while they prepare the 
reader to expect much interesting matter in a 
professed history of Hexham, will remind him 
of the difficulties of the undertaking, and 
solicit his indulgence for the author. Much 
might be said to strengthen his claim to that 
indulgence ; but the task was not blindly 
undertaken, and to judge of its accomplishment 
is the privilege of the public, to whose judg- 
ment it is now respectfully submitted. 

The early importance, frequent destruction, 
and still reviving consequence, of the town of 
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Hexham, its gradual progress through the 
many ages that have succeeded its establish- 
ment, its trade and the improvement of which 
it is capable, will not escape the notice of the 
political economist; while the many curious 
facts in the natural history of its neighbour- 
hood, its dimate, and the state of its agriculture, 
are objects of equal interest to the lover of 
natural science. 

Every thing that has been written on the 
subject, and possesses the least claim to re- 
petition, wiH be found in these pages. The 
author has often found it necessary to differ 
materially from those who have gone before 
him ; but he trusts the candid reader will 
believe, that while he has refused implicit de- 
ference to authority, he despises the vanity of 
^suggesting alteration where truth has not pre- 
viously detected error ; and he ventures still 
farther to hope that the most interesting part 
of the volume will be found to be that which is 
now for the first time made public 

The author's thanks are eminently due to 
those gentlemen whose situation afforded them 
an oppOTtunity x)f obliging him with information 
on hi^ subject, and who have aU with so much 
goodness met his wishes. Amongst so many 
to whom he is thus indebted, it might be in- 
vidious to select one; but one he could men- 
tion, were he permitted to name him, to whom 
he is more particularly obliged, not only for 
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nmny usdul hints, but for much valuable infor- 
mation, for the us^e of several curious and interr 
essting works, and, above all, for his caa?eful 
ivevisal of the whole volume, and his more than 
friendly interest in its success. His pardon is 
still to be obtained for the vanity which would 
conntet his taA&kts and character with such a 
trifle as the present. 

From all this it will be seen how small a por^r 
tion of the work, except its errors, belong to 
the ost^Qsible author ; and how small must be 
his share of interest in the censure or the ap- 
probation whidi it may excite. 
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THE 

HISTORY OF HEXHAM. 



PART I. 

present g^tate. 



CHAP. I. 

NAME — SITUATION— SOIL AND CLIMATE — DI- 
VISIONS, CIVIL, EcicLESIASTICAL, AND CUS- 
TOMARY—BOUNDARIES AND EXTENT— PLAN. 



Hbxham oyerlooks the course of the brooks 
Hesitol and Halgut and their junction with 
the Tyne. Hence have be^i imposed the va- 
rioua names of Hutoldeskam, Hestoldesham^ 
and HexItoldbsHam ; * Hagustaid, Hangus^ 
iald^ and Halgutst ad. Richard of Heooham, 
in the place of HewtoU ui^es the Danish word 
jff^tUd: aU the other variations of the name 
preserve one uniform and simple meaning, 
which, in tbfe pictorial language of our Saxon 

^ Which the Normans contracted into Hexham or Hexam. 
In aome deeds (panted after the conquest it is written Exam, 
and tidfl ujbde of spelling the word may be found in acts of par- 
liament, ^c. as late as Edward III. 
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ancestors, accurately describes the characteristic 
of/the little river, i. e. Height of Source. The 
common Saxon termination signifies a town or 
village: Hextol theref6re seems to have given 
it« name to the neighbourhood of the church 
of Hexham, while the other rivulet appears to> 
have derived its denomination from the church 
itself; for Hangustald^ Uagustald, and Ha/- 
gutstad, all ititfly the quality of holiness or 
sanctity, the latter in particular seems a direct 
contraction of the compound Halig-gutstede — 
the seat or building on the holy gut, canal, or 
stream ; and Haga, though it signifies a house 
in general, is yet, in its restricted application, a 
monastery, church, or house of holiness. 

All these names are evidently Saxon. Cam- 
den and the etymologists who have derived the 
name from the Roman, Axelodunum, and in 
consequence fixed on Hexham as the site of 
that station, have been set right by the learned 
Horsley (Brit. Ilcxn. p. 190.) who has, more 
reasonably, fixed on Brugh in Cumberland as 
the real site of Axelodunum. * The claims of 
Hexham to a Roman origin will be considered 
in the proper place. For the naw^, however, it 
is absurd to seek a Roman etymon. To latinize 
a British termination, and to attach it to a Sax- 
on root, while we reject a simple combination 



^ It may pi*e¥ent confiiskn to remark HkBiBroughm West-^ 
moreknd, the aocient VERTERjiB, is not here, alluded to.^. 
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in the same language — a combinatian of hign 
antiquity and yet in common use— were to dis- 
pute what was and is, to prove what might 
have been. 

The Hextol is now called the Cock^liaw^bum, 
from the name of the suburb through which it 
flows : the Halgut is, for a similar reason, called 
the CoW'garth4>um : the name SeaJrburn is 
common to both, from the Seal ox priory ground, 
.which spreads between them. 

Hexham is seated on an eminence, nsing 
4K)ldly, but not ruggedly, from the low flat 
formed by the depositions of the Tyne* It 
overlooks a beautiful vale, through whidi that 
noble river sweeps majestically, and from which, 
on either side, rise irregularly-wooded banks ; 
the heights crowned with castles and towers, 
the slopes dotted with villas and farms, and th^ 
levels — ^rich in cultivation or covered with ver- 
dure, — are occasionally adoitied with the modest 
turret of a village church, peeping above the 
clustered roofs 

'* Of flaunting tile or sober thatch." 

What such a tower is to one part of the land- 
scape, Hexham is to all, from every point of 
view in which it is a feature. The Donjon of 
an ancient fortress, overlooking all thipgs, every 
where visible ; — the queen of the vale, giving 
honour and receiving tribute, repaying the bor- 
rowed beauties of the surrounding scenery with 
her own ; — springing from gardens, skirted with 
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fruit-ti^es, and combining romantic beauty with 
4;he deeper interest of antiquitjp^. Hexham is 
distant from London 399 miles, weist of New- 
castle 20 miles, and 1 mile below the confluence 
of the Tynes, at Warden. 

The soil is either alluvium^ deposited by the 
river; or xmste, reclaimedfrom the forest ground. 
The former exhibits a high degree of cultivation ; 
the latter is still in a state of progressive inv 
provement. The substratum in that is a large, 
round, stony gravel ; in this it is generally a 
cjold, moist, and unretentive clay. The,^uper- 
soil is a $ne sharp loam, six feet deep in the 
vale and growing ^^dtially thinner, till oh the 
sides of the hills It almost discovers tlus day^ 
Here the thin soil ** m covered with poor giasi^e^ 
and in many places with hmth." * Of this the 
greater part is stinted eoinnion^ and absolut^y 
unimproveable. The driU husbandry is very 
generally employed in the culture of turnips ; ' 
with corn, however, it is rarely used* Coab 
and lime are both within the distance of thr^ 
miles. Marl is not used. Mr. Wallis asserts 
(vol. i. p. 34, 85.) that "clayey 9i»les which 
effervesce in nitroUjS acid are found at Westwoo4 
near Heooham^' and the assertion is quoted by 
the accurate and elegant writer of the twelfth 

^ Beauties of England aai} ^aleji, vol xiL p. 35. 

^ ** Turaipfi are but lately introduced into Tyne-ride.'- Mack. 
3nd Dent's Hist. North, vol. i. ed. ISl I. 
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volume of tbe Bemtm ^flSngUti^ and Waks^ 
p^ 28^-^^giiinst meh r^f^pect^ble authority we 
tshojild not dispute a fact which could uot be 
easily disproved ; in this case, however, non eH 
inventm is th^ simpk answer. But to strength* 
en the ^videoee of our own observation^ we 
am aiBsur^ that no s^cb didcovery ha« been 
I^ad^ either by the present or the late holder 
<)f the ferna of Westwood, And an intelligent 
an^ scientific f^mt^r^ the pr^^nt bailiff of the 
estate Qf which it forms a part» a; native of the 
very ^pot^ and awace of the asiSfertion, avers, 
that, from the n»tnre of the soil, no such 
deposition could be formed there. * 
. The dimate is tempesat^ and healthy, m3)der 
and earlier than that of any other part pf the 
Qounty. Many warmth-loving exotics flourish 
here as in their native air, and the indigenous 
Flora is extr$Q3#ly rich and varied. Gardens, 



* '' Jiwt under the liifl before the &iiii-h<mie at WeMhimd 
near Hexham, is a friable white tnarle. It was only lately dis- 
covered in making a cut for a fence. It Was in a kind of bog; 
the stratum /Artff tffff^ iMch; great number of shells of t|e 
water turbo, or whOk, immersed in it It is unctuous, and cuts 
through with a shinej surface; colours the hands; diffuses in 
water freely, and is very gritty. Dry, it is powdery and roughC 
It effervesces in aqua fortis. In the fire it acquires a con- 
siderable hardness, and a dutter colour. It is little used as a 
manure, lime being had in great plenty in the neighbourhood.'* 
Wailis, vol. L chap. 5. p. S5. Mr. Wallis probably wrote WesU 
Boai, not West^fVood* In the same vrol. cl^p. 6, p. 110. is 
the following passage. *' An Antler of a Roe-deer was fopnd 
three yards deep in marie at the W^-boai^farm, near Hexham^ 
under the mount before the house." We beg to call the atten* 
iion of our agricultural readers to this sulgect. 
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nurseries, and shrubberies^ are numerous and 
extensive- There is much natural wood ; many 
stately and venerable trees; * and plantations 
are as common as they are flourishing: indeed 
i^ woods are in general young, and interesting 
more by promised than by present value. The 
hedges, particularly where the aspect is to the 
.south, are remarkably luxuriant. The exertions 
of industry keep pace with the encouragement 
a^Torded by nature and circumstance, and it is 
well said that in the vale of Hexham ** the har- 
vests are the earliest, ® its trees have the richest 
foliage, and its latklscape is the most diversified 
and interesting, of any in Northumberland." 

The whole of that district called Hexham- 
shire, once an episcopal see^ and long enjoying 
the privileges of a county palatine, is now 
included in the parish of Hexham, in the south 
division of Tynedale Ward ; and in dvil matters 
is considered an integral part of the county of 
Northumberland, to which it was attached in 
the 14th year of the reign of Elizabeth. Its 
peculiar privileges, which, having long outlived 

^ In the absolute malice which appears at one time to have 
prevailed against trees— *a rape which a fbw centuries ^go had 
almost denuded Northumberland*— it is a consolation to find that 
ihe last oaks of Hexham Forest are still permitted to exalt theu: 
•• High tops bald, of dry antiquity." 

* Beau. Eng. and Wales, vol. xiL p. 26. — ^— ** Corn harvest, 
near Hexham, frequently begins the first week in August." 
Mack, and Dent's Hist. North, vol. i. This assertion is only 
applicable to certain patches of ground, the general harvest is 
much later, even in the earliest seasons. 
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the seCy had been abridged in 14]3» and oveiv 
thrown 27th Henry YIII. were now finally 
abrogated. 

The bishopric of Hexham was eariy instituted, 
and of short duration. It continued independ* 
ent little more than a century and a half, and was 
afterwards attached to Lindisfarn, with which 
it was annexed to Durham. In a fit of royal 
displeasure it was severed thence and given to 
York. Here it has remained undisturbed since 
the reign of Henry I. gradually sinking into 
insignificance and oblivion ; and the poor re- 
mains of all its grandeur— Hexham Church and 
Whitley Chapel in Hexhamshire — are still pecu- 
liars of the see of York; and, in ecclesiastical' 
affairs, are under the jurisdiction of his Grace 
the Archbishop. 

The parish of Hexham includes five cti^to^Tiar^ 
divisions, 1 . Hexham, 2. the west quarter, S. the 
high, 4, the middle, and 5. the low quarters of 
Hexhamshire. Each of these is a separate town- 
ship, supporting its own poor. The township 
of Hexham is subdivided into four wards/ 
Market-street ward, Priest-popple, Hencotes, 
aiid Gilligate wards. There are eight consta. 
bleries, one for each quarter of the shire, and 
one for. each ward of the township. 

The river Tyne is the northern boundary of 
the parish of Hexham, along its whole extent 
dividing it from the parish of St. John Lee. 
On the south the county of Durham ijs its 
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boundary. The parishes of CorbHdge, Slaley; 
wid Shotly, border it oh the north-east^ east^ 
and south-east. And on the west the parish of 
AUondale and the chajielry c^ Haydoh Bridge 
. in the pariih Of Warden are its boundaries. Its 
figure is an irregular OblcAig, in its greatest 
length 12 nbil^s, and aboiit 5| miles in its greats 
est breadth. ^ The boundkri^s of the township 
are thos6 of the parish to a limited extent on 
thcf north, the east, and the west On the south 
it is bounded by. the low and west quarters of 
H^xhamshire^ 

The boundaries of the Sancttcary are pecu- 
liarly marked. At unequal distan^s from the 
town in the direetii^'^of eaqh cardinal point, a 
pedestal is sunk in the ground as a socket for a 
small cross. 

Of the south cross every trace is how entirely 
lost. Of that on thfe west the memory is pre- 
served and the site pointed out by th!e name of 
the Muiden Crass Melds, in which it stood, 
about a quarter of a mile from- Hexham, on the 
Carlisle road, fh^ bdtmdary on the east is. 
peif^, and stftndfr a^ Kbbut the same distance 
on the way to Co^bridge, wrroutided by the 

7 '' In length from ibe highest parfi ot the hi|^.^piiarter, or the 
sources of the river Derwent^ to the West Tyne^ or lowest parts 
of the west quarter^ about seventeen mites* In breadth at the 
north end, from Dilston Park to th^ west side of HezfaaoA Com* 
mon, about six miles." Made, and Dent's Hist roL ii. p. 546* 
See in illustration of the text— Fryer's Map of N6rthumber-» 
Hind, 1820. 
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White '^rois FkMs. The northern boundalry 
stiil exists in ah im]^rfect state, behind a hedge, 
afewTard^ above the Aycombe turnpike gate, 
on the Way to Alnwick. The knoll on which it 
stands is>raH:ed the Crms ^ank, and is distant 
ftota Hexham '2^ miles. The purpose and 
aiitiqdity i^ these eoribus remains will be found 
in their proper place; 

Hexham is, like iarodt ancient town^, irregu-^ 
larly^uilt. It has never been walled, and it Is 
hardly possible to reduce it to an intelligible 
Ggut^e, so as to aid description by pointitig out 
re^mhhxice^ rPtiest-pt^le, « the Battle HUt^ 
atid: Henooies, fbrm one long and handsome 
street, stretching with a gradual ascent from 
eaut io west. This street is formed along the 
present fbad ftbm Newcastle to Carlisle, and 
lies oh the south- side of the town immediately 
under thefellf or' rising ground. The houses 

^Ifhiirlton the sudbeOor of Arcbbkhop Thomas gave to the 
cai^oo^ •£' the abbey ^mong other matters — a part of Hexhat^, 
viz. rvhere now iheir own officers and servants dwell. Prior 
Rl6li^4fs:H1stt. bodk 2. chap^ 1 1. Heiuse the name Priest-poppte. 
Mr. Wall;?,.vpl. ,ij. p.-91« gives another but very similar deriva-i 
tion. The Battle Hill appears to have received its name in one 
^the doftdicts witik tb& Sc^As, probably under David, in isig. 
Mr* WalUs does n^t mention this street at all; it was therefore 
Very probably imposed after the riot of 1762. " HencotesU the 
p^^'i^hek^ tii'e pbiiltiry belon^ihg to the priory were kept, to 
which it owes its name." WalUs, p. 91- Far from being satis* 
fied witn this etymology, we cannot suggest a better. How fond 
miisi 'the' monks have' been of conventual purity and propiriety ! 
the hens, kept at one end of the town and the cocks at the other.* 
for, surely Hencqtes and Cockshaw bear some relation to each 
othter. ■'^' r ' : -;..' :•:-'• 
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are generally good, many bBndseme^ but mmt 
of modem date. The^ S^imer, J^i^rn, formtoly 
JS€tst Burn 2Lnd anciently Bondgate-r-o^p^s^ 
from the! Battle HUl towards the soutb^iand: 
limbing %he fell, forms the entrance to the 
towa from Hexhamsbire. The Broad Grates 
tod One or two smaller alleys branch out in the 
same direction. In these lanes are several ancient 
hoiisea, but they aire generally the dwdlings of 
the poor. Ffom the Battle Hill likewise di;- 
Y^ge parallels oaUesd thei^^>and JS^Ar Stretts, 
Both are narrow, and eack in length about 160 
yards; they open to the Market-place. Fore 
Street, anciently called Costeley Bow, is^ tele- 
rably well built. and has some good shops* 
The ancient name of the Back Street is St. 
Mary's Gate, or, Chare, from the dedicatory of 
the ancient parish church, som^ of the ruins of 
which still distinguish it. The Market-plofie 
is of an irregular figure approaching to a square, 
in length about fifty yards and in breadth thirty. 
Its west side is formed by a screen of houses 
deforming and partly concealing the church. 
Its east and smallest side by an antique tower 
used as the courthouse, and an andent building 
supposed by Mr. Hutchinion to have l)een the 
Manor-House. a range of respectable shops 
forms the north side, and the shambtes, raised 
against some irregular buildings and the ruins 
of St. Mary'i5, finish the Market-place oil the 
south — this side stands exactly between the 
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Wore atid Back streets, which are separated from 
each other by a short street called the MeoJt 
Market^ formed by one face of the builctings 
behind the shambles. 

The mean and inelegant Market-place is an. 
extraordinary instance of the perversion of taste, 
and the abuse of capability. The gloomy conrt- 
house with its corresponding neighbour, and the 
noble cathedral, m%ht have formed two i^des of 
a square seldom equaled in a country town ; and 
if the new shops on the north side had kept aiine 
parallels die present shambles, which ought t^ 
be removed, the Market-place of Hexham would 
have done honour to Northumberland. 

The north-west angle of the Market-place 
opens from Giliigate, or St. Giles's Street^ ^ so 
called from St. Giles's Hospital to which it 
leads. It is a broad and good street, and ter- 
minates with a considerable descent in the 
suburb of Codcshaw. 

The north-east angle of the Market-place 
opens into a street which rapidly descends the 
hill on the opposite side to St. Giles's, with 
which it is connected by the Bow or Pvdding 
Chare. This abrupt and dangerous descent is 

^ TIk word Qaie In the north countrj dialect hasaraTj dif- 
ferent signification from that in which it is usually accepted, and 
means no more than road, street, or way. GiWxgate, the Broad 
Oittes, tsc are therefore no proofs of a walled town, although 
such a canclusion has been erroneously deduced from their com- 
mon use. See JamiesofCs Hermes IScythiccB, Scotch Dictionary, 
Dunbas's Greek prepositions in Kara. 
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called the BuU Bank, and is the enitance fi\om 
the north; 

The Bull Bank, the Bow, and:QU%ale, form 
one long irregular street on tbe m>c£h: side of 
the town, and are directly^ opposed to EfiesU 
popple, the Battle HiU, and Henpotcs on the 
south, the Market-pla^e, Fore^Stre6ti and Back 
Street, lying between them. In this long steeet 
are some of the most ancient houses in Hexham^^ 
and the approaches both from the e&st and the 
w^st have all thie inconyentence and cc^einpt 
<rf* order which distinguish the buildings of our 
ancestors. 

On the east side of the Market-place, a small 
narrow and irregular street opens by the Arch- 
way of the court-house, from' which circumstance 
it is called the Hall-gate and the Hall-garthw 
It terminates on a natural terrace commanding 
a beautiful view of the vale of Tyne. Here are 
situated a very ancient tower, now used as the 
Manor-Office ; the Free Grammar-School of 
Queen Elizabeth, and several haridsomemodeiji 
houses enclosed by gardens. 

Opposite to this arch, on the west side of the 
Market-place, i&iuiother gatt^way opening into 
the churchyard, and the Seal; and affording a 
eommunication with GiUigate by the Abbey 
Gate^ and with Cockshaw, Hencotes, &c. by 
pleasant walks laid along the Seal for the con- 
venience of the public by the late Sir W. C 
JBlacketty Bart 
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Between this arch and St. Mary's Gate is 
another archway of considerable antiquity lead- 
ing by a narrow lane into an area called by the 
uncouth name of the L^ng Back Side. Two 
49ides of this square are formed by the walls of 
the [Present dnd the rriins of a former' church, 
screened however by modem buildings ; the two 
remainlpg sides by mean dwelling-houses ; the 
area of this square is applied to the meanest 
purposes. Thi» is Worthy the attention of the 
inhabitHntl^. A lat^^ger entrance from the centre 
^ ti%e> tbWn Would make this the best situation 
for the^JButcherS' Shambles, and thus the bustle, 
incon^ni^tice, ^nd confttkibn, that are always 
felt'in the present crowdfed Market-plaee might 
be amded, the cleanlinesis and consequent 
healthfalness of the streets much improved, 
and the public essentially benefited. 

The suburb of Cockshaw is divided into se- 
veral narrow streets. The brook flows through 
its centre and is crossed and recrossed by little 
bridges. The houses are generally mean, and 
there is nothing interesting or curibus. Here the 
tanneries and most of the glove manu&etories 
are situated: Hexham, it is probable, was never 
much larger thafn it \J& at present. The frequent 
change oif name in most 6f the streets is only an 
argument of its great antiquity. The attenftion 
of the reader to this littte sketch of the general 
pkn will'prevent confusion vi^hen cMiscussing the 
details. 
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Pi^FU^jATJON— TEADE-r-StJPPOBT OF THE PpOE. 



As an introduction to these subjects, and in 
proof of the stability of property, it naay be 
remarked that iJae same names which appear 
to have occupied the vaHous farms on the divi- 
sion of th^ common in 1798 are found in pos- 
session of the same property at the present 
moment In the parish registers at the earliest 
dates, ai^d in the vestry bodes, surnames are, 
with scarcely a single exception, those of the 
p)-esent inhabitants. 

The roll-call of the Hexham Company in 
1745 amounted to 60 men; and in 1798 the 
Infantry Armed Association enrolled 9S per-' 
sons. The redeemed land-tax in the district 
of Hexhamshire amounts to £9& 17«i lihi*' 
th^ unredeemed to £ 58. 6^. Oid. total £157. M, 
The redeemed land-tax in' H^h^m township 
is £50. 18^. Sid. the unredeemed £ 51. 16^. ftid, 
tptai£l02. Ife. 5irf. , 

i In, Hexhamshire there are 245 houses; of 
these ! -110, stfe cottages, and 135 are houses 
assessed. >:.. 



iAu(!Oording to the ceosus :o£ June IBSI^lhe 
number of houses in the township of Hexttam 
was as follows : — 

Inhabited Houses, • . . • 5 IS 

Uninhabited Houses* ... 12 

f Houses then in building, • . - 4 

Total 529 

From an accurate statement, in which the 
houses of the township not imtidediately in the 
vicinity are omitted, we find the numbers 

In Market-street Ward, . '.' .* 128 ^ ' ' '' 

/ -Hencotes Ward« . . . . .[ ^. ;; , G5^i ;• »{»{ 

Gilligate Ward 83 

Priest-popple Ward, . . . 121 

Subuiban, . 70 • 

Total 467 

According to another diviinon, there are 88 
cottages and 446 assessed houses, giving a tot^l 
of 529 to the township. 

Mr: Hutchinson passed through Hexham in 
1748-4, and estimated the number of inhabitants 
at 2000 persons. In 1801, the township con- 
tained 8427 persons ; of whom 1500 were males 
and 1927 females. In 1810 the town alone 
contafaied 1897 males, 1855 females, and 878 
children under 12 years of age. * 

In 1811 the census gives 8473 persons, and 
the returns for 1818 are said to be mere copies 
of those of 1811. For 1821 the returns afford 
the following infbrmation, 

^ Mack, and Dent's Hist North, rol. 2. p. 3S7, art. Hexham. 
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Number of Families, lOSO^Mafes; iBOS^ Fe- 
males 2S19— Total 4124. 

SCALE OF AG£$. 

WMfer 10. lOtoSO. S0fo30. 50 to ifk 50 to 76. T0fo9O; 90,4e. Totak 

Maiea. 496 384 248 356 242 7T 1 1804 
PemaiM.508 450 395 534 311 107 4 2309 

TatoL 1004 834 648 890 553 184 5 4113* 

Of the^'615 Families' were employed in 
trade^ 149 in agriculture, and 266 not employed 
in either of these pursuits. ^ The population at 
present is Supposed to amount to 5436. 

* There remain 1 1 persons unaccounted for. This is an ioae- 
curacy too common. 

^ To these statistics may be added the following tables » ex- 
tMctedfirom. the returns to parliament in 1815, 181 8> and 1^21^ 
and firom a report to the Michaelmas Sessions for the county 
In 1809. 



Poor-Raie 
HEXHAMS^IRB. in 1815. 
£. 

HighQuarteri . • 108 
Low Quarter, • . 271 
Middle Quarter, . . 169 
West Quarter, . . 143 
Hexham Township, 1501 


Rental In Ana. talue of* 
1809. Pifperty in 1615. 

£. t, d. £. 

1572 0^ 

3190 oof ,^-,-Q 

1971^7 6^^*^9 

2932 OJ 

8350 16984 


H«iham Parish, ^ total 2 1 92 

Inhab. Houses. 

High Quarter,' ; . 45 
Lpw^ Q^tes/ , < . 86 
Middle Quarter, . . 33 
Wrtt Quarter, . . 43 
Hexham Township, 511 - 


18016 7 6 

Males. Fen^alet. 

143 136 
«3$ 210 

. 85 88 
125 118 

1801 2315 


29223^ 

Total. 

279 

..-446 ' 
173 
243 
4VJ6 



Hexham, Parish, to,tal ^18 2^90 2867 5257 
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From these details a progressive improvement 
is made evident^ and it is probable that Hexham 
never was so populous as at present. 

The dressing and manufacture of leather 
have long been the staple trade of Hexham. 
It is not easy to point out the period of its 
introduction. The name Skinner Burn has 
been applied to Bondgate since the date of Mr. 
Wallis's History, as may be inferred from his 
using^ the latter name. Old inhabitants remem- 
ber its entire occupation by the artizans whose 
designation it now bears. Old tombstones in 
the churchyard of Hexham and in the burying 
ground at Swallowship, now destroyed, bar^ 
the insignia of the glover. JBut none of these 
claim a high antiquity for the leather trade of 
Hexham ; and the earliest writers who mention 
the subject only say in general that it has been 
" long celebrated for its manufacture of leather.'' 
The trade has seldom been more flourishing than 
at present. The following table will shew the 
extent to which it is now carried on : — 

Men and Bojs employed as Leather- 1 .. 

dressers and Glove-Butters^ . J 
Bojg employed as Dusters, .... 40 

Women in Hexham and its vicinity em-1 i AAn 

ployed' as Sewers^ .... J 

Total 1111 

Raw skins used annually, • • v . SOOOO 
Skins of dressed Leather imported an-> jgQQQ 
nually, J 

Total 98000 
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There are annually made and exported 
23,504 dozens of pairs of gloves. 

The quantity of Dutch Oker used is about 
5 tons annually. ^* An argillaceous pale yellow 
earth, mixed with white and spangled with flat 
talcy particles, is found at High-shed, near 
Hexham, and is useful to glovers,*" ® This is 
called by the workmen feUclay^ but, being of an 
inferior quality, is seldom and little used. Dur- 
ing the war with Holland, however, when the 
proscription of trade prevented the importation 
of Dutch Oker, the fell clay was almost wholly 
used, and was found to serve the purpose. 

The second important branch of the leather 
trade is Tannings which is carried on to a con- 
siderable extent. There are four tanneries ; the 
number of men employed does not exceed 18, 
and that numbeir dressed in the course of last 
year 5000 hides and ISOOO calf skins. The 
tanneries of Messrs. Carr and Dodd are distinct 
from the glove trade. 

The art of making stuff Hats appears to have 
been introduced into Hexham soon after the 
discovery of the art itself. There are sixteen 
master hatters. To recite the names of all would 
be tedious, and to make distinctions would be 
improper and invidious. The number of per- 
sons employed differs with the season ; during 
the summer months 35 or 40 have been at 

^ Wallis^ vol. ]. p. 42. Mack, and Dent's Hist, vol i. p. 155. 



C H. PRESENT STATE. 27 

work, while the winter establishment rarely 
reaches 20. This is nevertheless an important 
branch of the trade of Hexham. 

There are two WboUen Manufactories in the 
hands of Messrs. W. and H. Hart. These are 
principally employed in the carding and dressing 
of wool for the consumption of the neighbour* 
hood. In both the machinery is worked by steam. 
The engines are cylindrical, acting by; compres- 
sion, and of about 4 horses' power. This branch 
of trade employs about SO persons, und its ma- 
nagement is said to do credit to the directcors. ^ 

There are S8 Looms for the manufacture of 
Linen, Cotton, Ace. in constant employ, but no 
extensive estabCshment There are two Rope 
manufactories in a flourishing condition under 
the management of Messrs. Bamburgh and 
Busby. One very considerable Brewery^ the 
property of Mr. Armstrong, is situated in Priest- 
popple; and another of yet greater magni- 
tude, which, though not immediately within the 
limits of our subject, is important to it ; this is 
Mr. Elstobb's Brewery on the north side of Tyne 
Bridge, about a furlong distant from Hexham, 
and in the parish of St. John Lee. 

' *' Severd otfaer branches of trade on a more limited scale are 
carried on here; among* which, Messrs. William and Henry Hart, 
two spirited mechanics, near the Abbey Gate, deserve notice. 
They have procured a small steam-engine, which is advantage- 
onslyemployed in driving carding machinery. They manufacture 
considerable quantities of woollen yarn for sale, a6 well as for 
hire." Mack, and Dent's Hist. North, vol. u. p. 3S4. 
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A water Gom-mill of tomt)liittited machinery 
and extensive povrer is situated on the bank of 
the river, beneath the bridge. Jt is conducted 
by Mr. Dixon, attd caUed Tyne Mills. » A little 
higher up the river oft Tjme Green, stabds a 
Wind.4ttiU still in use, and thfe ruins of a similar 
erection, but of eariler date, crown the Wind- 
mill Hill, on the west sid^e of th!e 6eal 

There are in Hexham thirty-two Inns and 
PuWic-houses. The principal are the Black 
Bull, a very old house that seems to have given 



' '* Three antient water Com MilU situate standing and be- 
ing upon the rirer of Tyne, within the boundary, precincts, 
and territories of the said regality and manor, and part and 
parcel thereof, &c. and the said three water Com Milh are and 
time whereof the memory of man is not to the contrary ha?« 
been antient mills; and within the sud regality and manor of 
Hexham a^resaid there is a custom, time whex«of the memory 
of man is not to the eontmy, that all the freeholders, cc^ykold* 
ers, renters, formers, bakers, brewers, residents and other inha- 
bitants of the said Burrough of Hexham aforesaid, and the 
precincts thereof have used to grind and ought to grind all their, 
&c. at said mills or one of them and not elsewhere, &c. and to 
find and provide servants, horses, and sacks to fetch and carry 
their said corn to grind at said mills. One sixteenth part by 
way of mulcture to be taken and received by tenants of sa^d 
mills, by means of which soak and sucken aforesaid and by the 
custom aforesaid the proprietors have been better enabled to pay 
the fee-farm rent to the crown, &c." 

From a memorial addressed to the Rt. Hon. Sidney, Earl of 
Oo'dolphin, Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain, Henry 
Boyle, Esq. Chancellor and under Treasurer of her Migesty's 
Court of Exchequer, Sir Edward Ward, Knt. Lord Chief Baron 
of the same Court, and the rest of the Barons. Orator Sir W. 
Blackett, Bart. v. freeholders of Hexham. 

The opinion of counsel in a similar vcase— erecting a steel mill 
within the liberties to grind malt for his own Brewery was '(pven 
against the defendant. Rent of Tyne Ui\\», 1703-^£ l60. 
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a name to the Bull Bmk on whieh it stands, 
and the ^hite Hart, situated in the angle be- 
tween Fore Street ^nd the head of Priest-popple, 
most conveniently for the Mail coach and other 
carriages on the road between Newcastle and 
Carlisle. At the Black Bull (Mrs. Thomson*s) 
the Excise Ofike is held^ b^e too is the Assem- 
bly Room, and the True Briton coaeh stops 
here on its way from Newcastle to Carlisle ; it 
starts at 7 in the mcirmng irom Dixon's, White 
Hart» QUA Flesh-tnarket, Newcastle^ and arrives 
at Hexham at 10 a. U. and ntums next day at 
2 p« M. on the way from Csdislei 

The Mail avnves at the White Hart, Mr. 
Burn's, at half-past 10 a. m. remains SO minutes, 
and then starts ibr Carlisle. The Mail from the 
latter place arrives at half-past 8 on its way to 
Newcastle. A atage-coaoh, called the British 
Queen, starts daily (Sundays excepted) at 8 
A. M. It reaches Newcastle atnoon, and returns 
between 8 and 9 in the evening of the same 
day to Mrs. Charlton% Gray Ball Inn, Battle 
Hill, whence it departed. 

In addition to these conveniences f&f trade, a 
commodious €rig has been li^tely estal^shed to 
run on the soath sido of Hie Tyne. It is called 
the Traveller, starts ftom Hexham at 7 in the 
morning, and returns late the same evening. 

Messrs. Watson and Erington, and other 
carriers, have carts every s^ond day from 
Hexham to Newcastle. The carriers from 
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Newcastle to Carlisle pass through Hexham at 
least twice a-week, viz. on Monday and Wed- 
nesday. Carts from Brampton, Haltwhistle, 
Haydon-bridge, Alston, and AUondale, pass and 
repass twice a-week, and many thousand carts 
pass through from the lead mines to Newcastle. 
With these facilities it will be allowed that 
Hexham is well situated with respect to trade. 

There are two annual Fairs at Hexham: the 
first for cattle, horses, swine, sheep, and lambs, 
altered from the. 5th to the 6th of August : the 
other for fat and lean cattiie, swine, and horses, 
altered from the 8th to the 9th of November. 
There are also two hirings for servants, at May- 
day and Martinmas. Tuesday is the weekly 
market-day, and there is an inferior market on 
Saturday. * 

The markets are extremely well supplied. 
Meat is as good, as cheap, in as great plenty, 
and at all times as easily to be procured, as in 
any town of the same size in England. Poultry, 
eggs, and butter, are cheap and in great plenty. 
Fish is scarce, and the want of water carriage is 
felt in this article. The distance from the sea 
and the land carriage contract the supply and in- 
jure the quality, while they increase the price. 
Vegetables do not hold a high place in the mar- 

^ Ererj Tuesday fortnight frem the 10th of March to the 
10th of December is 7 market for homed cattle. On the 25th 
oC July, and on St Simon and St. Jude, are two annual fairs. 
WaUis, voir il p. 92. 
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ket, from the number of gardens, which enables 
almost every family to raise its own stock. 
Immense quantities of vegetables are sent from 
Hexham to the Newcastle markets. 

Return of Grain annually sold in Hexham 
market. 

Wheats 4000 quarters. I OaU, 2000 quarten. 
Barley, tOOO ditto. | Rye, 1500 ditto. 

There is something peculiar in the measures 
which may be worthy of notice. Wheat and 
Rye: S Winchester bushels = 1 Hexham bushel. 
Oats and Barley : Si Winchester bushels = I 
Hexham bushel. 

There are two Printing Offices in Hexham, 
where the work is distinguished for its neatness 
and accuracy. Messrs. Dickenson and Barker 
are likewise proprietors of the two Circulating 
Libraries. Th^e is no book-club, public sub- 
scription library^ news-room, or reading-room, 
and we are sorry we cannot say that the encou- 
ragement afforded to the caterers for the mind^s 
appetite reflects credit on the literary taste of 
the inhabitants of Hexham. 

The shops in general are extremely respecta- 
Ue and well supplied, and appear to be creditably 
supported. As there is an intimate connexion 
between trade and credit, this may be the proper 
place to remark, that Mr. Donnison Bell is the 
agent at Hexham, for the Bank of R% 6. I^mb* 
ton, Fenwick, Pybus, and Anderson ; and that 
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the useful establishmmt the Savings* Bank has 
been introduced here, under the title of the 
Tindale Ward Saving^ Bank. 

The following is the printed abstract of ac- 
counts for the present year. 

£. M. d. 
To Cash receired, aa audited Jan. 26th, 1 S2 1 , . 13630 1 9 11 
18S3, Jan. ^di, received of l^epositors from \ a^g^ i? ^q 
Jan. tetii, 1821 to this day, .... J ^'^^ 

To a Draft, with Interest, ' SOQ 9 9 

To Roedpte fof Interest to Nov. ftoth, 1S€S, • 1000 5 7 

£21844 2 I 

£. s. d. 
By CmH paid Depositors, £x. "j 

penses, &c. as audited Jan. V 36ll 19 7 

.?6th, 1821, .... J 
1S28, Jan. 2l3d, by Cash paid! 

Depositors from Jm- 26Ui. f 9%\B \6 il 

IB21, to this day, . . J 
Bj Amount of Receipts to this "j 

day, with ln%9fe^ i9 V^v. \ 144^5 6 7 

20th> 1 822, .... J . 
Paid Ridley & Co; for Commission, 
Paid Clerk'9 3al#ry^ 2 y^ear/i. 
Paid for Printing^ Advertising, \ 

Postage, an? Stationery, j 
ftOadee in the (f «»i^of^:TrefH i 

surer, ...... } 



22d January, 1823. Tlie>bor« A«eeiiQto w^e this 4»y 
audited by us, 

M. W. CAHR, 
Hi RICHMOND. 

Eesolved, that a Dividend of the Surplus Interest of Two 
ShiHuigt and thtetffxn^ia ihe^ Round, calotiati^ on the Ifitierest 
for the two years ending 1^ Jmiuary, 1023, be added to each 
Depositor's Account. 
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Withtotrt disputiftjg the propriety of tliose 
laws which dettilund that the sic& and needy 
shall be supported by their more fortunate 
brethren, we may be allowed to question the 
policy of that system which too frequently 
compels the upright and industrious to provide 
for the dissolute and the depraved. And to com- 
plain of those heavy burdens which depress the 
spirit and exhaust the strength of Ubotiring 
honesty, to ease the shoulders of idleness, encou- 
rage the lethargy of sloth, and turn the hatural, 
manly desire of independence into supine reli- 
ance on the energies of others. The poor of the 
township of Hexham are provided for, as usual, 
by rates levied occasionally, as circumstances 
demand. The established rate is 8dL in the 
pound on the rental of land, and ^d. in the 
pound on the rental of houses. The County or 
Constable Rates, amounting annually to £50. 
or £60. arp paid out of the sums collected for 
the parish. The power of levying these rates 
is vested, as usual in the discretion bf a select 
vestry y who also regulate their appropriation. 

In 1808 the rates for the whole parish of 
Hexham amounted to £ 2001. 9is. 9id. and for 
the township to £ 1S38. 16^. 0^^. at three shil- 
liiigs in the pound. But in 1810 the amount 
for the town only was £ 1419. 13^, 7d. at four 
shillings in the pound. ^ 

^ Mack, and Dent's Hist. North, vol. ii. p. 3S7. 
£ 



S4 HISTORY OF HEXHAM. P. ^- 

The following is a scale of rates for seren 
years at Sd. and 6d. in the pound. 

Year ending Easter 1S17« 7^ Rates, eadi 241 = 1807 10 

1818, 9 ditto — . 241 = 2t69 

1819> 9 ditto ...•••241 =2169^ O 

1820, 8 ditto . ...... 241 = 1928 O , 

1821, 8 ditto* . 221 =1768 (T 

.•...• •. 1822, 7 ditto . 221 = 1547 O 

Expected in 182S, 6 ditto •••••; 221 = 1326 O 



»«••*•••••••••••••••• 



•••••••••••••••••••••••••I 



A valuation took place in 1820, which reduced the rates £20. 
It began to operate at Easter 1821. 

The long list of bequests and benefactions to 
the poor of this parish — a display of posthumous 
charity seldom witnessed — ^is preserved in the 
latter part of this volume, as a memento of the 
rights of the inhabitants, and an. example to the 
world. . 

The Poor-house is situated near the head of 
Priest-popple. It is a large irregular buildings 
and of different dates. Sever^ poor families 
receive no farther relief from the parish than an 
asylum within these walls. The person presiding 
over the inmates is called " the Master." He 
contracts for the support of the establishment, 
and is responsible to the Overseers for the sup- 
ply of necessaries and for the conduct of the 
persons committed to his trust. Each pauper 
admitted on the establishment is allowed by 
the parish two shillings and sixpence per week^ 
paid to the master for his support. Other parishes 
or townships are allowed to join in the support 
of this establishment, and to partake of it& 
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benefits. Such allies pay a sum not exceeding 
£ 2. 9s. yearly, besides the weekly pittance of 
2^. 6d. for each pauper admitted on their behalf. 
In this league are many of the neighbouring 
townships^ and it might be difficult to suggest 
a better or a cheaper mode of provision liian is 
effected by such a union. 

The paupers' fere on Sunday and Thursday, 
which are called pot-days, is boiled beef, broth» 
and pease pudding, varied by other vegetables 
in season. Tuesday and Friday are coUop- 
days, and afford &ied bacon, &c The savings 
of these 'days of plenty prevent the intervention 
of banian days in the Poor-house. In years of 
scarcity a thin starch-like mixture of flour and 
water made an occasional dish at the dinner 
table and constantly appeared at breakfast, but 
its place is now supplied by wholesome milk 
and nutritive crowdy. The more- delicate dis- 
pose of their common viands to purchase an 
occasional -dish of tea or some such luxury. 
The greatest attention is -paid to Cleanliness and 
order ; and we strongly recommend to the unap- 
petised gourmand, or the nice-stomached lady 
of quality, an occasional peep into a poor-hoiise, 
and <x>rctially wish them a relish for paupers' 
fare. 
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CHAP. III. 

E£LI£;F QFvTHE SK2K POOR-tt-DISPENSARY. 



The greatest blessing of this life is. the pouter 
to enjoy it. Th? heaviest stroke of misfortune 
is inflicted by the hand of her most terril?le 
agents pain. Sickness conquers the will. The 
arm of industiy is paralyzed^ the strength pf 
resolution sapped, and the energies of mind 
consumed, in resisting the slow insidious attacks 
of this decdtful enemy. Wea^tb and power 
are unavailing — the mighty aqd the m^an are 
brought on equal terms. Health is true riches, 
and sickness real poverty; and thus the provi- 
dential dispensation pf g^od and bad, of sweet 
and hitter, in the cup of li£^ is the strongest 
proof of Hie '<even-h^i^ded justioe" of the Creator 
in his dealings with his: creatures. The division 
would indeed appear unequal, when sickness is 
added to poverty, did not the siame providence 
which, permits the infliction, command the re^ 
medy. " To do good, and to distribute, forget 
not." " To whom much is given from him 
much shall be required." <^ Blessed be the man 
that provideth for the sick and needy; the 
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Lord shall ^elivw him in tbe tinae of trouble." 
l^ese sim{de senl^aees are the CQiDpr^liensJive 
charters of the pocur, and fair be 1ms portion by 
whom they are obeyed^ Thei^ i^ po charity 
more meritfOrious thaa that whic^ ainois at re- 
lieving the afflietiaiis of the dei^itute fide, and 
therefore few institutiona mofede^ervi^g encou- 
ragement and approbation thai^ a pubUp and 
gratuitous Dispensary. The bospiti^s ^nd h|zar 
houses^ which, to the eredit of om ancestors, 
sddom failed to accompany a religioua est^btish- 
inent, have died away with th^ir supporters^ 
and infirmariasi and dispensaries maintained by 
public and. voluntary aubsci?ipt]m^ have risen 
from their ruiji& In these excellent institutions 
the charitable spirit of ancient times is seconded 
by the superior science of the present day, and 
how beneficial are the results of such a combi- 
nation ! 

The Hexham Sispenisary is lodged at present 
in a house raited for the purpo^, conveniently 
situated near the Hall Bank H^ady till the funds 
<^ the establishment shall enable the managers 
to erect a separate building, and appifopriate it 
to the express purposes of the charity < 

The benevolent projectors of tlm\ admirable 
institution were the late Hev. Sloughtw Cbrke, 
th^. Rev.Bobert Clarke, the Rev. Joim Wibon, 
Colonel Carr, and James Kirsopp, E8q..'Spittal. 
Its objects ajre ^ to aflTord medical «ss»tance to 
those, who, having barely suii^eftt fi^r th^ir 
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common maintenance, are unable, in case of 
sickness, to bear any additional expense ;" to be 
a useful ** auxiliary to the objects of the truly 
excellent institution, the County Infirmary ; to 
rdieve sickness in cases where the patient can- 
not, without great inconvenience, be sent to a 
distance ; and to check the progress of disease 
in its earliest appearances/' 

It was instituted on the 15th of May, 1816. 
Its government is vested in a patron, governor, 
and board of control of nine subscribers, called 
governors. This board holds its annual meetings 
in October at the Dispensary, receives the re- 
ports, futid confirms or rejects the regulations of 
the committee, consisting of fifteen governors 
and the medical gentlemen who are members 
e<r officio. This committee meets quarterly, in 
September, December, March, and June. The 
qualification to become a governor, and to vote 
at general meetings, is an annual subscription 
of 10^. 6d. which gives also a right to recom- 
mend one patient in the year. This right 
increases in proportion to the amount of the 
subscription. An overseer may become a go- 
vernor in behalf of his paris^ or township on 
the same conditions. 

The medical attendance is gratuitous, and 
extends to physic, surgery, and vaccination 
only. The medical gentlemen visit patients in 
town and those who lie in the course of their 
professional rides gratis. Times of admission 
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from 11 till 1 o'clock on Monday and Fridiay 
every week. An apothecary is appointed on a 
salary, who sees to the preparation and admi- 
nistration of the medicines. The really poor 
being the only proper objects of this charity^ 
servants and apprentices are excluded on the 
argument that their masters are able and re- 
sponsible. In cases of accident and necessity, 
letters of admission are dispensed with, till 
the next day of public attendance. Patients 
refusing medicine or resisting an operation 
are discharged, in which case as in that of 
death, a printed notice is transmitted to the 
recommending governor. Patients are expect- 
ed when cured to return thanks to Almighty 
God, in their usual place of public worship. 
Admirable rules for the conduct of the patients, 
and highly worthy the attention of poor and 
of sick families in general, are printed and 
circulated. 

The benefits of this institution have been 
« felt in the town and neighbourhood of Hex- 
ham« For even in the most unhealthy seasons 
amongst the lower classes, since the commence- 
ment of the institution, and during which time 
the typhus fever has alarnungly prevailed in 
many places, the populous town of Hexham, 
where the lower classes are very much crowded 
together, has rarely been more healthy. It is 
surely not too much to attribute this effect, 
in a considerable degree, to the opportunity 
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thus Afforded thetti of applying fotr toedical 
assistance on the tery firtt symptoms of sickness. 
The benefit however of the Dispensary, in ttib 
instance, is hot mete tnatter 6i Opinioii, but 
actually ascertialned by fact; for in two instances, 
in particular, that species <if fever called typhus 
pirevailed itiuch in New<iastl6 and was bitought 
to Hexham, and in both calseB the influence of 
contagion was feheteked by thfe exertions of the 
Difepeniiary/' 

T?he t>atron T. R. Beaumont, Esq. at the 
establishment of the Dispensary ttas its greatest 
benefactor. William Clarke, Esq. of London, 
and his iiepheW the Rev. Robert Clarke, are 
now the greatest ben6factoi*s. The w^mth 
With which the latter gentleman has fostiered 
the Institution, aiid the useful presents he has 
made, dre proofs of a really benevolent mind, 
and of a heart feelingly aliye to the distresses 
of his fellow-creatures. He and all the gentle- 
men who contribute to its support merit and 
obtain th(^ b^t retVdrd^— the blcfssings and the 
pr&yers 6f the relieved. 

RBTURN OP CASES. 



Yenr Admitted by re> Ditto Rem. on 

CDdiDg Oct. tommendatlon. Casiulties. the Book% 



1817 

1821 



29S 
217 

am 



4A 
57 
S9 



47 
55 



Dead. 

28 
20 
14 



247 
207 
1T6 



To the number of patients admitted must be added 180 person* 
vaccinated in 1817> and 105 in 1821. 
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PATRON. 
Thomas Richard fieauniont^ Esq. 

COMMITTEE for 182S. 



Rev. Robert Clarke, * 
Mr, Frands Scottj • 
Rev, G. Wilsoni • 
Mr. Thomas Leadbitter, 
Mr. J. Bell. • Manor Office, 
Mr. John Ruddock, 



Mr. Brunnen, • 
Mr. James Charlton, 
Mr. John Bidlej, 
Mr. William BeD, 
Mr. Robert Whitfield, 
Mr, Robert Dickenson. 



MEDICAL ATTENDANTS 
Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Stokoe. 

APOTBHCART, 

' Mr. Thomas Jefferson. 

TREASURER AND SECRETARY. 

Mr. Charles Head. 



* The gentlemen to whose names the asterisk is affixed were 
members of the first committee in 1816. See the original report, 
from which, as well as irom its neatly written successors, thtf * 
quotatbns in this chapter are selected. 
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CHAP. IV. 

EBUOATION OF THE POOR — FREE QRAMMAR-- 
SCHOOL OF QUEEN ELIZABETH— SUBSCRIPTION 
SCHOOL — SUNDAY SCHOOLS — EDUCATION IN 
GENERAL. 



The silent flight of the last thirty years has 
wrought a gradual but astonishing change on 
the manners, morals, and religion of the poor. 
Can it be wrong to impute this change to their 
advancement in knowledge, and the means of 
instruction now so generally and so liberally 
placed within their reach ? If the first act of 
disobedience introduced knowledge, it was, by a 
merciful dispensation, the knowledge of good as 
well as of evil. The fruit of death bore also the 
seed of life, and the crime while it wrought its 
own punishment also supplied itif own remedy. 
Were this the place to discuss the often agi- 
tated question — Is education necessary to the 
lower classes ? and to exemplify the beneficial 
effect of mental cultivation on the morals of 
mankind, we might find it difficult to suggest 
a better argument, than a brief comparison of 
the character of the poor inhabitants of fiex^ 
ham as it was, with the evidence this chapter 
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must afford of the state of education, and con- 
sequent moral improvement of the same dass 
in Hexham, as it is. 

An ancient building behind the high altar of 
St. Andrew's Church, the purpose of which is 
not very evident, retains the name of the Old 
School Of this seminary we know nothing, 
but we conceive it may have been originally 
appropriated to the purposes of the Free Gram- 
mar-School until its governors were enabled to 
erect the present building in its healthy and 
beautiful situation on the Hall Bank. 

It was the policy of the wise and ambitious 
£lijsabeth to attach to herself the learning and 
the talent of tier subjecb. Her love of letters, 
lier natural judgment, and her characteristic 
^vanity, were oomlnned in the encouragement of 
edacaticm. The esiabHshm^it of s^rainaries 
to be endowed by others, and to bear her name, 
was a jplan to gratify at once her wisdom and 
lier weakness ; and the Free Grammar-Schools 
of Queen Elizabeth scattered over the kingdom 
are so many monuments of her wealth in will 
and poverty of means for carrying into effect a 
scheme so well adapted to its purpose. 

The charter of the Free Grammar-School 
of Queen Elizabeth in Hexham, (see the char- 
ter in app.) dated 29th day of June in the 41st 
year of her majesty's reign, a. d. 1599> ordains, 
that, oh the prayer of the inhabitants, a pious 
care of the youth of her kingdom, the Queen 
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thereunto especially moving, there may and 
shall be a Free Grammar<»School in Hexham : 
that it shall be called the Free Grammar^Scfiool 
of Queen Elizabeth in Hexham ; that one mas- 
ter shall preside^ and be assisted l^ cmeusher^ 
that twelve honest and dncreel parishioners 
shall be chosen governors for liFiri of the posseis- 
sions that may be giv^i to the School of Hex^ 
ham, {the names of the first goveriiors are pre^ 
served in the charter, see app.) ; that these 
governors and their successors shall be a body 
corporate and politic for ever; that they shall 
have and use a common seal ; that each governor 
shall be a fit person fearing God, of good name 
and fame, and of the full age of twenty-one years. 
That the governors with the consent and assent 
of the Archbishop of York for the time beingt 
or of the Dean of the cathedral church of York, 
in case of a vacancy of the see, shall have full 
power and authority to elect an honest, learned, 
and discreet man of the de^ee of M. A. at 
least, to be master of the Free School, &c. and a 
just and fit man to be his assistant; that there 
shall be statutes, laws, and ordinations for tibe 
said school; and tiiat tt& possessions shall not 
exceed the sum of £40, per annum; that this 
deed shall be sealed with the great seal of Eng- 
land, and made patent without fine or payment 
great or small, to the Queen's Hanaper, or in 
any other way to the Queen's use- Witness 
the Queen at Westminster. 
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The statutes ordain (see statutes in app.) that 
the master shall be furnished in the Greek and 
L«atin tongues; a catechism shall be taught 
weekly; grammar shall be securely taiight; 
epistles shall be written weekly ; orations 
written and recited; and there shall be a weekly 
exercise in versification ; writing to be encou- 
raged; emulation made the principle of action; 
rewards commanded to be given ; Ijatin to be 
spoken in school; no sword or dagger shall be 
worn; the sdioolmaster shall be of the age of 
twenty-six ; he shall sign the articles and take 
the oath of supremacy ; all the profits of the 
school shall belong to the master, saving £4. 
annually to the usher ; quarter ferulas for the 
boys of Hexham shall not exceed 1 penny 
(henoe^ quarter pennies) ; boys ftoxa without 
the parish shall pay 12 pennies quarterly to tlie 
master^ and 6 pennies to the usher. The follow- 
ing are the books ordained to be read, in the 
order given, beginning at the 1st form and 
ending at the 7th« Lily's Grammar and short 
Conversations, the Disticfas of Cato, ^sop's 
Fables, the Dialogues of Erasmus, Nowel's 
Ctttechism, a Comedy of Terence, Arithmetic, 
Proaody, Cicero's £pistles, Ovid, Mr. Ashapi's 
Epistles, Cicero's Orations, Apthonius, Ovid-s 
Epistles, Greek Grammar, Vir^^'s Bucolic^ and 
Georgics, Ovid's Metamorphoses, Basil's Epis- 
tles, Clennard's Grammar, Theognis, Caesar's 
Commentaries, Justin or SaUust» Virgil's Jlneid, 
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Horace, Lucan, Isocrates, Demosthenes, Homer, 
Hesiod, Phocilides, &e. all these being referred 
to the choice of the master and the ability of 
the scholar. 

Prayers shall be said morning and evening 
from the Book of Common Prayer and Psalms^ 
The school shall be opened before 6 in the morn- 
ing — the scholars shsJl go to dinner at 11, return 
at a quarter before 1 at farthest, and study 
till 5 in the afternoon ; a short prayer shall be 
said by one of the scholars, and they shall then 
go home. 

From this digest of the diarter and statutes 
of the Free Grammar-School of Queen Eliza- 
beth in Hexham it wiU appear that no provision 
was made for the necessary education of the 
poor ; for the reading of the scholars begins just 
where that of the labouring poor leaves off* 
We have ho account of any preparatory school 
either at that or at an earlier period. A list of 
the masters from the foundation to the present 
time is extant^ (see app.) Some celebrated men 
and many able scholars have received the rudi- 
ments of their education here. The statutes are 
flow modified and more in unison with the pre- 
sent stat6<>f education than in their original form. 
The governors as a body corporate still exist, 
but the school has no property, and their autho- 
rity extends little farther than to the election of 
the master and an occasional visitation. The 
masta: is paid by the scholars^ the quarter pen^ 
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nies being of course much changed in value 
since the date of the statutes. The useful 
branches of the mathematics, and that practical 
learning which distinguishes the present day, 
have greatly superseded the ma^ly classical 
studies prescribed by the first governors. The 
number of scholars generally exceeds seventy. 
The present master is the Rev. T. Scurr. * 

Whatever may have been the dedgn of the 
royetk godmother of the Hexham JFree Grammar 
School, it still continues an anomaly. Free, 
without foundation or endowment ; having sta- 
tutes in force, but not obeyed ; a charter without 
privileges ; and a corporate body to preserve its 
property, without having any property to be 
preserved. All this is indeed astonishing when 
we consider the uncommon liberality and gene- 
rosity of the neighbouring families at all times, 
and the evident want of education in the lower 
classes till of late years ; and to the list of won- 
ders may be added, that the real nature of the 
school is as little understood by the bulk of the 



^ Ad honourable testimony to the talents and character of this 
gentleman, and to all concerned, claims to be recorded here. A 
number of gentlemen, educated at this school, dined together on 
the ilth of April, 1S22, at Mr. Wilson's, Bird-in-bush Inn, 
Hexham. After dinner the chairman, Mr. Harbottle of Anick 
Grange, one of the senior scholars, proposed the health of the 
Rev. Thomas Scurr, presenting him with a handsome nlver 
Tankard and Tea-service of £ 70. value, in the name of the meet- 
ing, as a. testimony of their gratitude for his services as their 
teacher, and in veneraUou of his talent? and chaiticter as a clergy- 
man and a man. 
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inhabitants of Hexham^ as it is at the north 
pole. We dismiss the subject with the consoling 
reflection^ that the utility of the school in ita 
present state is infinitely greater than it oould 
have been, eveii if the terms of the charter and 
the statutes were complied with to the letter. 

The Subscription Schooi. stands in an airy 
situation at the head of the street called the 
SMnner Bui*n, and rather beyond the precincts 
of the towti. It was erectied in 181 3, and opened 
on the 5th of Novetnber in the same year — the 
birth*day of the patron — ^T. R. Beaumont, Esq. 
A brief account of the building and its purposes 
is contained in an inscription over the door-way. 

Train up • oliild in tM way he dumld go,^Prov. xkU. 6. 
ERECTED BY PUBUC SUBSCRIPTION, 

THE liORD AND hADY OF THE RBa^UTY COKTRIBUTIN<;» 
ONE HALF. 

ISIS. 

It is a neat and simple building, capable of 
accommodating 800 children. The expense of 
its erection according to the contract amounted 
to £847. T. R, Beaumont, Esq. OHdtributed 
£ 150. and T. W. Beaumont, Esq. £ 20. ^ 

The current expenses of the school are defray- 
ed by an annual subscription ; and the donations 

'^ This infonnation may be reli^ on^ and we state It to ooiw 
rect the vague and erroneous assertions tliat we have heard 
reported concerning tke subscription/ to the prejudice of the 
persons interested. 
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of cidBasiofial visitors, trhieh do not average five 
sbilUngs in the yeaic, are affiled to the purchaise 
of bo^s, &c. An a)ugmeiitatio& of the master's 
saliiry n ptapMeA^ arid will in all probalxUity 
be granted. The number 4j( scholars is gene- 
rally about 840. They are taught English 
rea^ng, graminar, #riting, arithmetic, and occa- 
sionally the useful branches o£ th^ mathematics. 
Where ingenuity and a desire of learning are ma* 
nilfest^ on the part of the scholar, his inclination 
is fostered by the discerhing master. The sys* 
tern is^ a mixture of those of Bell and' Lancaster. 
This institution is calculated to produce much 
goodV and lays ckam to the liberal support of 
the public. On Sunday, the scholars are reve- 
rently brddght to church by the master — and 
the dhildreil of the dissenters go to their respec- 
tSve chapels with their parents. 

At each place c^ worship, with the exception 
of the establishment dione, one part of the sab- 
batt^day is devoted to teach reading t6 the cfail- 
dtetl of the cbngregatidti ; oateehi^ms on rellgidn 
are gie^eraliy added^ aild;'in one instance, writing 
aaid ai-ithtttetie. The pastor is occasionally the 
tutor, but nKM<e frequently the inembers of the 
oongre^tion< Volunteer their services. The 
eltpenses of tliesle Sunday Schools are defirayed 
by the dimitable contribution of the congrega- 
tions. The number taught exclusively in this 
manner is small and uncertain ; but in the dif- 

6 
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ferent chapels ^t least 400 children are brought 
up to receive instruction every sabhath-day. 
The good thus done is incalculable, and we 
ougjit to remark that this discipline does not 
, prevent the necessary recreation of the day of' 
rest, while it restmns and sanctifies it. 

There are three other Schools, m each of 
which a number of children are educated at the 
expense of their parents. At one of these schools 
the average number of scholars is 70,;at another 
50,.and at the third, which is situated in or near 
a spot called^ without any apparent season^ 
Holtf Island, ® the number does not exceed 30. 
Only the common rudiments of education are 
taught in these schools, and the masters we at 
least equal to the task they undertake. 
. There are five Schools for the education 
of young females, that is to say, in English 
reading and the use of the needle. Ahout 100. 
fismale children are thus instructed. 

The whole number of children educating^ at 
Hexham does not exceed 600, And it. must be 
apparent to the most careless eye, that, notwith- 
standing the recent improvements, there is still 
a great deficiency in this essential branch of 
domestic economy. The education of the poor 
is certainly not neglected, but there must be 
many families who do not avail themselves of 

^ Thiff is a little peninsula fofmed by the. (brooks near their 
junction in Cockshaw. 
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the opportunities afforded them^ this calls for 
the severest reprehension. It will be remarked 
also, that only one school affords the means of 
acquiring classical or scientific learning, and 
here the pupils are but 70 in number. This 
fact, contrasted with the great respectability of 
numerous finmilies in the town and neighbour- 
hood, appears highly inconsistent. That there 
<5s room for improvement in education, and by 
consequence in literary taste and moral practioe> 
cannot be denied. 

It is yet more to be regretted^ that, in a town 
and neighbourhood so populous as that of Hex- 
ham, there should be no siertiinary exclusively 
iadapted to the higher branches of female educa- 
tion. When so much of domestic happiness, 
nay, of national character, depends on the culti- 
vation of *he female mind, we may be excused 
if we urge tbe^laim of the mothers of the next 
generation on the attention of our readers. 
Some such seminary is imperiously called for, 
and, if established, we have' no doubt it would 
lie weU supported. 
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CHAP. V, 

STAfB Of THE CHURCH — ESTAB|.ISHMENT — 
ROMAN CATHOLICS — PRESBYTERIANS — IN- 
DEPENDENTS — METHODISTS — RANTERS, 



' The whole body fitly jdaed U^^tiBt and qoBipactdl hy that which cvsery joiiifc sup. 
pUeth." Ephfa. Iv. 16. " We betaif BMBy an one ly:^ I|i ChKii:** ^onr. zA, S, 



The present state of the church a^rds perhaps 
the best estimate of the progress ^ mind ; and 
is indispensable in a work of thjs nature. The 
Hberal feeling and unity of spirit in the various 
sources from which we derive our information 
are as honourable to the body* ^ the modesty 
which forhida our public acknowledgmait of 
the obligation is to each of its members. 

£s$ABi.xsHMEKT.-*?!The ancient pmah ohuoeh 
was built by Wilfrid^ about the year 678» and 
dedicated to the memory of the blessed Virgin 
Mary. It was a curious work» erected like a tow- 
er and almost round, having four porticos look- 
ing to different quarters. ^ Broken arches, groins, 
sculptured stones, shields of arms, and a large 
stone ewer, with other fragments of this ancient 

^ Prior Richard's Hist, book I. chap. 4. 



Iniilding, ^iH Temain in the waU» of houses ia 
and near St Mtury^s dwarf. 

What were the degree^ and Mture oi the liy* 
ing do not appear, but it was prolwUy served by 
H member of the monastery till abcHit the year 
881^ when the devastationa of the Danes ren- 
dered it untenable. * In the time <rf*Thomas the 
fiist, archbiabop <tf Yoric, ^a seeukr priest named 
EiHan:^ was dbarged wiiUi^ Ae owe ^ Hexham. 
Soon afteivtheaame arebbisltep Thomas granted 
it to one Bkihaad de M^ttm, a eimon of Beverley, 
and appoopnated liabKig witKHobQ to « pre* 
bcsidri stall m the catlisdral, diurcb of York ; ^ 
Bi^ vnder thia Maton^ Bfliaa^ sot elP£iUan, just 
a0W:die»tioned^ sier«e4«b^4^af& vAUi a stipend 
<nit of the veniemie' mm^ &om tb(a ehurch. 

About ills the serawl Thomas, ^ aseUnahop 
«f Yo0]i^ ptsrohanied the fteedom of the Chumh 



^ TtM ftrst intaiioii of the Dttnet ooeiined about 7iK> In 
ihfi jwf, 97A th^wli^.of. Noctbumborland wa9 nduqed to niiii 
bj the devastations of these invaders under Haldane* 

^ N[e rebuilt the. cathedral church of York, and lies buri^ 
thexe. 

^' Titere is a street (lane) called BilWft* Gate, and'a caf«^ 
t^m Warilen, <)9}M ^Wsn'sjHole. 

* ^9^% 9(^f»^ '*.t|^ Qi^h wa«^ then anctory, ai«>roi|riated 
tp the parish of Holm in the ch\ircli of York, and in the pos- 
uessioM of Richard de Maton, a canon oP Beverley ;" aad^ref(Hrs 
<)||to-9i|firRi9Vfit4t m^ will D^^betfrhim out, Tba prior's 
wprds afe given in the text 

^ Thomas the second succeeded Gerard the 26th archbishop 
anno 1107, and was buried at York anno 1114, Thurstan's suc- 
cession beingjdated liidhe«aoie yeaiM I^ake^Sh^v* M li- P- ^9^- 
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of Efexham out of the hands of de Maton. But 
even after this, and when he had placed regular 
cahoiis-in the abbey, Eillan continued to serve 
ttee cure — the canons allowing faim onecasacute 
of land and a manse in Hexham, and six- bovats 
of laridin Eilnewk (very probably Anick). ^ . On 
the death of the first prior Aschtill, March 17th, 
!1130^ Eillan restored into the hands of the 
second prior, Richard de Bisset, the lands and 
revenues he enjoyed of the churdi; and the cure 
of the parish returned to t^e abbey, where it 
continued to the dissolution, when the s^bey 
was invested in the crown. Queen Mizabeth 
gave it to Sir Christopher Hatton, reserving a 
certain salary out of the fee4arm rents for the 
curate — ^a poorer provision than that which was 
supposed to disgrace the church in the time of 
Eillan.' Sir Christopher sold it to the Forsters, 
who gave it to the Fenwicks, who afterwards 
purchased the regality or manor of Hexham 
from the crown, and so became both lords of 
the manor and impropriators. According to 
tradition, when the parish church of St. Mary's 
began to decay and grow out of repair, the 
abbey church being a noble and more beautiful 
structure, it was agreed upon between the im- 
propriator and the parishioners to let the parish 
church go to ruin, and to keep in repair the 
abbey church, and make it the parish church. 

''18 acres s= 1 bovat; 8 bovats &s 1 caracute. 
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*' And that the impropriator should repair the 
choir, and that the parishioners should repair 
the fttoeple^ the north and south quarters, and 
all the other pmrts of the said abbey church, 
which accordingly they have rq)aired time out 
of mind." ^ It does: not iq[>pear when St. Mary'9 
ceased; to be used as the parish cfaui;cb; w? 
should conjecture about the beginning of the 
17th century. 

The choir of the abbey church is fitted up as 
the present parish church. It has uQt^g pecu- 
liar to this character which may not be better 
arranged under a different head, when we come 
to speak of the church itself. The living is a 
curacy, the greater and smaller tithes being 
impropriate ; the impropriator is the patron. 
The incumbent of the chapelry of Whitley is of 
the same degree and under the same patronage. 
In the year 16S3» the right worshipful com- 
' pany of Mercers, in London, purchased the corn 
tithes formerly belon^ng to the abbey, but 
not within the parish of Hexham, for the main, 
tenance of a lecture. The present lecture;r is 
the Rev. Robert Clarke; the curate of Hexham 
is the Rev. J. Gibson ; and the curate of Whit- 
ley is the |lev. T. Close. ^ . 

^ From a case stated between the impropriator— lord of the 
manor and the minister of the parish of Hexham, Not. 9$ 169S; 

• Whitley Chapel is dedicated to St Helen.' It was rebuilt 
about 1660. The succession of the l^cftiurers And the curates will 
be ^wen In the appendix. 
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The certified talue df Heitham clii^ Witb 
Whitley is £ IS. 6^. 8i^. The fivlhg ivto ^g- 
metited in 1TS». The coi^rt&gftticiik in the ^lurii^h 
church is ebmpArMively^ smali, whieh mtty be 
accounted feo^ &om the sttfte^ of the seatl knd 
the extreme Mid. Tbe dbtii<(^ is generally mofe 
litlmerously astteiided In the afternoon than in 
the momiiig, the kdtifife teing the attrftdiein. 
The regular communicants are compatatitely 
fei*. 

Catholics.— There are tii^b places of wor* 
ship according to the form bt the Aoi^nan 
CathoKe communion. The first is^ sitiaated in 
' the street called Henc^es. Though smalU 
it is an elegant building, t^i^tefully painted^ 
and omamentied with a handsome corinie^, ^^^ 
capable of containing; .900 jpersons. O)^ the wei^ 
is a gallery, connected by nf eotieealed passage 
with one of the reoessei* which* form the east; 
endl In the inferior recess is^ the albu*, chastely 
decorated ; the* chief o^ament of which is a 
smitU' panting' of the ertreifixii^n, aditilrably 
executed. In Hie superior i^ecesi is a haildKxide 
organ, and seats' for the choih 

The chapel was built about 1^6 by th^ ]^- 
sent incumbent, the Rev. Jasper Leadbrtter^ 
whose venerable appearance and primitive sim- 
ptiicitjr of manners demand the adzoiration of 
tibe stranger, a$ hiflk Q^ildnessi, benevolence^ and 
piety; have seenred' Mtn the affectionate and 
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almost ftliftl respect of , the little flock of which 
he is the truly Christian pastorr 

Th0 i^econd qhapel lis 8itiiat^4 in the suburb 
pf Cqckshaw, and was built about 1 731 *^ It is 
neatly fitted up and well seated, with a small 
gallery^ at the south end. Tliere is much sim^ 
pJicity and r^jpose in thp few decorations of the 
chapel. Above the altar is. a fijie paintwgjOf 
the crucifixion ; the disposition of tb#. head and 
the muscular extensipn of the parts are admira^ 
bie. The.figure is rpunded from. ^ dark grpund 
and the veAiefso bold as to challenge comparison 
with the beautiful ivpry crucifix beneath it. 
Here is no organ. The chapel is capable^ pf 
containing. 250 persons. The clergyman is the 
Rev. Mu Shatpe. . About 80 children attend 
the Sunday Schpols of the two chapels. 

The Pbesbytkrian Meeting-house stands in 
Gilligate. It was erected about the year I716.; 
but in 1T40 the congregation divided, . a^id a 
second dtiapeLwas er.ect^d pn the Hall JBan.k« 
The cause of this division is not ascertained,' 

' A. grounjl^fl charge of heresj, it is suppo.se<1, was made 
against Mr. Seorefield the pastor at the time of the divlisioi]. Mr. 
Hope, Mr. Peel, and A^. Pool succeeded; but the duration of 
their respectire ministries is not known. Over the second chapel, 
Mr. Wardrobe was the first ordained pastor. Mr. Patrldr Kerr 
was ordained in. 175a Mr^ Scott succeeded him in Nor. 17fi6* 
Mr. Jamea Liddle, the last minister ordained over this congrega- 
tion, died i|bout the same time wiih Mr Pool, and their congrega- 
tions united.' fAfter the union Mr. Sinclair was caUed, and about 
six yean ^fierw&rfy, he was succeeded by Mr. Laurie of Long« 
town, who was succeeded by Mr. John Wilson in IS 13. The 
present incumbent was orddned on the 17th of June» 1S17. 

H 
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After a separation of 66 years' duration^ the 
congregations were re-united about 1806. The 
external appearance of the present building is 
neither light nor elegant, within, it is much 
contracted in every thing but height, which is 
made aTailable by a heavy gallery on three sides 
almost menacing the pulpit, which occupies^the 
fourth side of a very smalt square^ and is in 
consequence so disproportionably lofty as to 
make earnest attention painful to the auditors 
below. By this arrangement, however, the 
chapel is made capable of containing nearly 400 
persons with tolerable comfort. It is ill seated 
and in bad repair ; but a new and more com- 
modious Meeting-house is contemplated. An 
eligible site has been handsomely granted by 
T. W. Beaumont, Esq*. M. P. ; funds are pro- 
vided ; and an early and gratifying completion 
of the plan is anticipated. 

The members of this congregation are in 
direct communion with the established church 
of Scotland, whose principles and practice they 
profess, although they are connected with no 
presbytery, nor are cognizable by any synod or 
assembly beyond the reach of their own session 
composed of minister and elders. The forma^^ 
tion of a presbytery, however, of which Hexham 
would be the seat, is, we understand, in a state 
of forwardness. The sacrament is administered 
twice in the year, and there are about 180 
communicants. There is a meeting for prayer. 
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in whidi the congregation engage, held every 
Wednesday evening. The present minister is 
the Rev. James Richardson. The Sunday scho- 
lars exceed 100 in number. 

Independents. — ^The chapel terminates a 
kne, called the Broad Gates. Over the door 
is this inscription : — 

Ebenezer^ ^ hitherto hath the Lord helped us. i Sam. yii. IS. 
Anno Domini 1790. 

it is perfectly plain virithin and without^ is well 
seated, and has a small neat gallery supported 
by four columns. It is capable of containing 
about 400 persons, is in general tolerably well 
filled on sabbat^-days with attentive hearers of 
the gospel, and the number of church members 
is at present between 50 and 60. 

The sacrament is administered once in two 
months; divine worship is performed twice 
every sabbath-day, morning and evening; there 
is a prayer meeting every Monday and a sermon 
every Thursday evening ; besides the monthly 
and annual meetings of the branch missionary 
society, held alternately in Hiis and in the pres- 
byterian meeting-house. The minister is the 
Rev. W. Colefax. About 100 scholars attend 
the Sunday School. 

The Methodist Meeting-house stands rather 
out of the line of Gilligatej and the access is 

^ Thus quaintly altered from the text referred to. 
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awkward. The building is of stone, and both 
within and without exhibits characti^iistic neat, 
ness and good order. It wiafe erected in 1798, 
but the introduction of Methodism in Hexham 
may be referred to a much earlier date Many 
of the old established tnemb^^' Have heard the 
Rev. John Wesley preach here. *f he chapel is 
capable of containing about 600 persons. The 
joined members resident in. Hexham, however, 
do not exceed 70. The present assistant preach- 
er is the Rev. N. Elliot Hexham is in the 
Newcastle district — ^Cbaihnan,the Rev. IX Me. 
Nichol. The hearers are to the joined members 
in the proportion of 8 to 1, which we understand 
may be taken as a tolerably (iorreet ^geiieral 
ratio. The chapel is in connexion with^ several 
others ; as, Haydon Bridge, Corbridge, Hine 
Chambers, Shotlfey Bridge, &c. The number 
of Sunday scholars in the Hexham chapel is 90. 
The whole of the joined members in the Hex- 
ham circuit may amoutit to nearly 300. \ 

Ranters. — About: 1:00 persons havfe joined 
communion with the Primitive MHhodists. 
TheJ' have as yet no fixed cfaapell not any reigu- 
guW minister. They bave not been introduc- 
ed iibbve twelve m^lnths^ and sevml. persons, 
who before belonged to no communion, have 
already joined them. Brit we aare given to u n- 
derstaind, that most of tbose whom the Ranters 
have brought • to see the error of their ways* 
were previously professed Methodists. 
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CHAP. VI. 

OKNEBAL DESCRIPTION AND PRESENT STATf^ 
OF ST, ANDREW'S CHURCH. 



The history of this noUe.building is intimately 
connected > with a future portion of this work 
which H^is unnecessary to anticipate. An ac- 
count of its present state, however, is equally 
important to our purpose here. 

The cathedral of Hagustald, the abbey church 
of fiextildesham, or the parish church, of Hex- 
ham^ as this edifice at different pmods has been 
tksignatedy istan^ds in a naturally imposing si^ 
tualidh, which advantage is entirely lost by a 
crowd of meaA buildings huddled together with- 
out desogn^ and raised against the venerable 
walls, with no. apparent purpose but their de^ 
gradation. Not oply the iurtiquary and the 
man of taste, but even the vulgar, point at this 
nuisance, and condemn the sordid spirit which, 
possessing power, appears to want the will to 
save what all ages have revered, and 

*' Like the base Judean throws a pearl away 
*• Richer than all his tribal" 

A modem seat, the property of T. R. Beau- 
mont, Esq, built on the site of the ancient 
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monastery and retaining the title of the Abbey, 
is separated from the church on the west side 
by a space once occupied as the cloisters, a few 
remains of which still admn the wall opposed 
to the church. The present abbey is a mean 
building, every way unworthy of its name arid 
situation, and its appearance does little credit 
to the taste or liberality of th^ proprietor. Its 
west front opens on a little ornamental fore* 
ground bounded by an invisible fence or haha [ 
from the Seal, a sort of summer cloister or 
larger space appropriated to the monastery as a 
place of recreation and reflection. Every comer 
of this pleasure ground commands a good view 
of the abbey and the church. It is now the 
mall of the fashionables, the privileged play- 
ground of the lower classes, and the place of 
exercise land amusement for all. Walks were 
laid and trees planted in it by the late Sir W. 
Calverly Blackett, Bart, whose public spirit and 
munificence are remembered with gratitude.^ 
On this side the church has been preserved from 
d^radation and defilement ; and if the present 

' The commissioners of roads under an act of parliament for 
improving the turnpike from Newcastle to Carlisle, proposed to 
carry their new line through the Seal. A proposal whidi, whe« 
ther ultimately beneficial or the rcTerse^ was of course opposed 
by the bulk of the people, whose health and pleasure were sup- 
posed to be threatened bj the innovation. It is yet doubtful 
whether this project will be put in execution ; at all events a de- 
cision on the question may be expected before this volume shall 
have^ passed through the pres8> in whidi case the cfa-cumstanoes as 
far as they> may be important to our subject, will be developed 
under another head. 
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abbey answered no other good end, it merits 
honoorable mention even on this account* 

The Old School, a singular building of great 
antiquity and of uncertain use, is attached td 
the east end of the church, standing transverse- 
ly to the larger building, and is in length rather 
more than equal to the breadth of the choir; 
againsd which it is built. It does not appear 
to have been divided into more apartments 
than the one of which it now consists. It was 
probably a sacristy or vestry, added as an after- 
thought to the church, since it is not sufficiently 
ancient to warrant an idea of its having been 
used as the chapter-house. It would be a libel 
on the taste of the builders to suppose it origi- 
nally intended for a chapel, although it appears 
td l^Ve been so used from the remains of a small 
alter (which, nevertheless, may have been the 
pedestal of an image, or of a monumental table) 
at its east side, for. it stands north and south. 
And, lastly, it may have been built for the pur- 
pose to which its usual name proves that it hath 
at one time or other been applied, though this 
is not altogether probable, from the situation, 
from the style of building, and from its ultimate 
appropriation to the purposes of a general ceme- 
try. Its present situation is disgraceful to the 
cl^urch. Mr. Hodgson says, (p. 164.) '^behind 
the altar is the place of the shrine of the holy 
relics, now called the Old School, 59 feet long, 
and 25. feet wide, in which have been found 
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many stone coffins." But surely the place of 
the shrine of the holy relics, though beliiiid the 
altar, is within the church. There is ho Ksnain 
of the shnne yirithin the oM schod ;-^behind 
the present serieeii of tine altar there are beauti- 
ful Gothic rcfmains* Thfs old school has a large 
d<Mc, opening to. the churchyard, at least as an- 
cient as a^y part of the buildihg, while the Mttle 
door which connects, it with the body of the 
church appears to have been struck out at a 
much later period. : . 

We shall leave the reader to form, his ,awn 
judgment when we have quoted the words 
of Prior JBtichard on the sulgect^ b^. S. ch» 4. 
" The reliques of St. Eat* were lodged in ewe 
coffin, on the south side of the,cfaureh» in ewe of 
the cloisters neyt to the consistory,' but by 
whom or at what time they were t^en. theooe 
we know not As fpr Saints Acca^ and Alcr 
mund, we read that ooe Elfqrd, the son of Wes- 
ton and registrar of the church of Durham, 
being divinely admopish^d in a dream,camea«id 
removed their bodies into the church, h^% into 
parts more distant: * In process of tiine they 

' In a stable yard behind the north-west corner house of the 
Long Back Side are the remams of the south wall of the cloisters 
or some more ancient building. Here the curious reader will find 
a recess in the wall, which has been used as a place of sepulture; 
tfnd maj, on good grounds, amuse himself with the belief that he 
sees before him the very tomb of St. Eata. 

^ Translate fuerunt relliquie Acce ex camiUriQ m Ecoieriam 
Hagustaldensem post ducentos et quinquaginta annos per Alfre- 
dum Pfesbyteirum Ounelmensem. Leland Itin. Hutch. I 9O1 
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w«re mnaiovM nearer^ the qUan dtid ^ laid in a 
secret .part qfihc. cAttrcA; vw^, Amji uia vault 
near the right aide of tbedltar^ ^nd Alcmund ip 
anothier on the left side. Afterwardfi, when the 
devotion, of the» fauithful in9r€09ed> ithey.were 
more reverently i^S^dAonourab^jf (kpasited he- 
hand the altar^ :and verff.near to it^ Aom and 
^cmund in A>ne.jrQpo8itory.iOi:^h^t;^aUo the 
Teliqties of the veniaralde fathers Fi^dbext and 
Tilhert in the safi^eictlL But who it tva« that 
removed these fathers^ or when; it wias done, 
is not known; ^but most pitohably^they were 
brought fafther at the, same i time; with those 
Jbefore.mentioned^ seeing they. are jEbund toge- 
ther at this day. On the soudi side, is Eata, 
on the north side Aoca^ and Alcmund; Thare 
are also many other, relies which have been 
preservted to this fiburch." > 

'Beyond the old scbool^. and further to the 
east^ is one side of the Market-plaee^ composed 
jof meto buildings^ ofasouring itbe view. The 
^iimtehy&rd lies <^;the novthiisid^. : It is ex- 
trecaely smaU^iand snnxMinded (witb hpusesiii 
the usttai.tai^^. Theisquarerwe have previously 
described lUrtder the name of the Long Back 
SJde^ (&ibhe» the ;n/9ighboiirhood; of St An- 
;dre«r/a ClMireli «toi ilhe ,soulbb. Jf otwithstaiiding 

f */<^J^ej^e4/M^«j^Pth, 7310,. «nd was ipUfr^ io the;0pn8i»- 
torjr of his owQ cathedral, but was /fflertvards removed Jo 
Dfti-Atfm."' Mack, and Dalrt Hist. vol. ii. p. SlS. A roistaki. 
See lhf:inJ9rV:'vwA m Hw^xV ^ J^o^ta's in nste 4, p* 6i^ 



66 HISTORY OP HEXITAK. ?. t. 

all these disadvantages^ there is sufficient of the 
venerable and the tn^tgniificent to d)emand the 
((hot unmingled) admiration of the stranger. The 
approach Irom Gifligate i& by a remarkably fine 
Saxon aroh^vay of great antiquity j and from the 
Market-pkce by a small modem ^e; 

The edifice is in form of a Greek cross. Im 
the centre is a square tower, nearly 90 feet high, 
which in connexion with the building appears 
loi^ and heavy. The transept isJn length 156 
.feet J the Ifengt^ of the choir 'i» upwarda of 
70 feet; the nave has ceased to be, the loss of 
whit^h is a smoiua injury to the appearance of 
the church. The roof, formerly covered with 
lead, is now slated, ^nd this covering, on the. top 
of the little steeple, which rises 11 feet higher 
than thecentre tow^r^pe^s very heavy. The 
grand entrance of course perished with the nave. 
There i» a small private enitrance from the 
abbey, in the west wall of the south transept; 
and another kitb the south aisle of the choir ; a 
third door is opened through the old school ; 
but the general entrance is from the north* 
^his door is modem and in wretched t^te; biit 
it seems we owe it to the chatity of the Mereers* 
Company, iii London, who^ have teen great 
benefactors to^the chiireh, and their good wishes 
as well as good services merit our gratitude. 
•; There is nothing in the churchyard nor in 
the exterior of the church that demandis &r- 
ther notice. The north door opens at once inta 



the transept, and the; eye is astonished and 
delighted with the appearance that presents 
itself. . One lofty ais^e^ open ion all sides, grand 
in its pristine nakedness, pleasing in its simpli- 
city, and astonishing in the magnitude of its 
proportions, and the unity of its parts. At 
equal distances frpm the centre, four light and 
10%- arches spring from as many masses of tall 
dusterod x;olmnns, supporting the tower and 
opening into each dividon of the edifice^ The 
West side is one wall, pierced however into gal* 
ieries, and lighted by many lancets. At the 
north end is the wood work.of the large door, 
and above that the gallery Js continued beneath 
a long-range of pointed windows. With this the 
south end corresponds, excepting that the place 
of the gallery b supplied by a huge balcony 
and a heavy iBight of steps connected with the 
spiral stairs that lead to the gallery .of the choir, 
to the belfry, and to the battlements of the 
tower. Beneath this balcony is the cemetery of 
the respected ancestors of the filackett family. 

On the east side of the transept, a range of 
columns and arches forms a *side aisle, in which 
are. several ancient monuments; and its wall is 
fretted into cloister work by small pilasters, 
alternately single and double, branching into 
tabernacle work above. Most of these orna- 
ments are now destroyed, and on the west side 
of the transept scarcely a vestige remains. In 
the side aisle of the north transept a kind of 
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cockJofl! df woodi With'^ li(*Hy Wairicwe, is 
drammed intb a cowled Of th^ building and used 
d^ the Wtryt a tv^obdi^n ^tk^ii ii raised against 
the side aiisl^of the ^dAth tmhsept» trhiish appears 
to haV'e bee^ ^rfeployed fe af;i^iinikr tnanmr.. In 
this aiAk t3Lte t>ne <A: tW6 Votttlk 6f a^ modetn d^te^ 
and its floor h eoViIrM lrith'»[it)bfeh* > Beside: it 
In the transept ^tstndi^ a Utt^ engine pretenteii to 
the inhabitants of Hexham by T. W. Beannloiifti 
Esq. in gi^tiBfiil *etts* <>f iiieir exertions tosaTe 
hii$ property i^oittth^eSfetits of Are. The buckets 
and appurtenants ^(^(Mit^e^i^Utti^'^ .c .i : 
The ifeftiaindet of the ^st i;i^ is oomposed 
of the screl&ti' Which divides the ehoh* from 2the 
transept This is' thtetfoSd^ to^ ^correspond with 
the aiisle^ which ^tepb^ the ehotTi* ^Tkescreea 
of the sid^ aisles 'doMsfe ttlet^ly of the farge 
doors which ope* tathetn,tifid of t^^ies which 
contain a HstofbenJgJiicfibh^^^^ The 

scteeh of iJie cefttre %isle ts ^aftcieijts composed 
of Vood, tiarine* ahd^pliintedi' It is in>two 
part^*, the lowei" aitiited by the ^satred work 
into five arc^neS, thte iS^tare bekig the entrance 
into the chtwr. TWf ftthttr ^ four are .islabo^ 
ratety pAilitted to ^^pwsettt Ctedrid-iigbts of 
intricate cbtnpbsittem '^Beiiea*lr^fihAse supposed 
windoT^^ aflfe ntimttrote^^nitfhesvfte '^^b ^ which 
is placed afignre in pontificate With^ th^ «nagn« 
of ecciesias?ticaT supremfec^/'.' Bbi^a;lA the amfaes 
^re seats fci^ the aCcoWimodafiiWi^f tfh^ttfttfendants 
on fuheraJs, &cj • 
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On the remainderoftbis curious sc^ten, above 
the arches^ 18 an anti^^e paiuting cotnmonly 
edled Death's Dance, which Mr. Hutchinson 
tenns ** tLitidicrous fepresentatiori of the univei?- 
sal infioiQnoe of that In^tiable tyrant over aU 
nwks of men, beginn&ng with iAiejkM-^hested^i) 
dardinaU anft triply-^otnconated pope, and leading 
into his mazes the prince and peasant." ^ Death's 
Dance is not the only subject introduced into 
this curiiDus paiiiting. ., Tlxe colours arie remark- 
ably fresh, and to us there appear a spirit 
and design in the whole sufficient to atone 
for greater eiror in the exe^qtion^ which, consi- 
dering the age in which it was performed, is 
certainly not contemptible ; and there is surely 



^ We regret deqdj tth^t joor narrow Jimlti farfaid our copying 
at length a singular poem^ whicii now lies before iis> peculiarly 
illustratiTe of this sul^ect. It is called the Dmmee of Machahrte ; 
translated from the French of the Rer. Dr. Machabree by 
the celebrated John Lydgate, monk of St Edmund's Bury. 
The original appears to have been suggested by a work very 
similar to our screen, as we maj gath^ from the following 
words in Lydgate's prologue. 

Liketli6«Mimipte'^iohat-Pirite' "• * '' '' '^ " " 

I ftraBd depict ones in a walL — 

The whtah ^tawttBe at »UlmtMm0lt rchmiti) 

Portnyed is with aU the ramhuage, {roiinmltaiite} 

Yoran (irii«»3 ultirvs.aar lives to ODifWC, 

And to declan tiw flneX^mi] of our pasMge* 

In this mfiBour everf wight may fyne. 

That hhn bchoveth to oone uaon this daanee^ 

Who g9eUi. to ivme Mr«3 or «Im» sbaU «o beMntf 

All dependeth in godde's ordinance f 

Death sparet h not poor no r jret bl ood r^pUl, ^^ . 

trntf. fnm UMNAire have 4Sli'lA' ttKKmmxKc, 

Of o {jonel matter god hfith yfi»gie4 Ifo^nafid] all. 

The poem is a dialogue, hi' which death' addresses tod is 
•ddiwss^ by a pbpe^, «n empenoi', « cairdhtal, ^i king; k patriarch* 
a constaMe (i.<^ of « kingdom); an archbishop, a baron, a piTn- 
cesSy a' bishop, a s^uAre^' an abbot, ttn abbess, a bay ley, an 
astronomer, a^botgess, a canon sectihr, a merchant, iti ch)!urtreuz 
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more of spleen than criticiBm in die confession — 
*^l am so disgusted with the efaurch paintings 
I have seen, in other places, that I had not 
patience to attend to this defilement of the 
sanctuary." (vol, i. p. 98*) •* The grim and 
.lion*like saints/f to whom he alludes in his next 
sentence, are removed from the aisles in which 



(nank ef thje order), a ser^eaot, a monk, a usurer, a poor man^ 
a pbjsician, an amorous squire^ a gentlewoman, a man of law. 
Master John Rikil whilom tregetour (conjuror) — 

Of noUe Henry king' of Ettglandi 
And of France the mighty conqyerour, 

a parson, a juror, a minstrel, a labourer, ^frere menor (or cor« 
^eHer, a monk of the order), a child, who replies 

A, A, a, a» worde / cafmel speak/ 
I am so yowngv, I was bom yesterday, 

a young clerk, and a hermit, the only one who receives death joy- 
fully, and death encourages him-* 

' ■' Sfth iaafAk to escapt inay be no ifekgmtiia . 

At men (Mnnr^, 6od 'qufteth \reumrds'\ of rlgbteousnesie. 

To rick and }tOor upon every nde. 

A ^Mtter JeiMn tfaeite can, no -cierke. expreiw. 

Than— till to morrow is no man tore to abide. 



—-The king eaten' of wonm> 

How I He here whilom crowned king 
To »U cstafei ykeree$\ a true Tetcmblflaoe 
That wormif food it the fine of your living* 

The last character is the author Machabree-— 

Yat thera ba folka mon than fix or teven 
Recklaaae of life in many maner wiie. 
Like at there wete hell nooe« nor heaven. 
Such falie eorour -let every man deiplae 
For holy sainctt and old derket wise. 
Written contrary her TMHr^ faltenesse to defame: 
To levin well-take thlt Ibr the best enpriae— 
It worth much when men thould hence patt. 

The I'enFoy of the translator concludes llie poem. The curi- 
ous reader will rather regret with us the limits to which our 
extracts are •confined, than require apology for their insertion. 
And if the oft-repeated, unregarded sentence ** thou sbalt surely 
die!" acquire any deigree of strength firom thb extraordinary 
mode of enforcing it, may it not lead to the reflection that the 
curtain falls on the dance of death only till ike tcene is changed f 
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they were placed in his day ; and from ^ over 
the Litany desk/' where Mr, Hodgson saw 
them; and more advantageously disposed above 
the screen. " St. John of Beverley of hideous 
aspect still frowns among them, and with 
Wilfred, Acca, Alcmund, £ata, &c. stands 
beneath a scroll inscribed Fimdatores ht0us 
loci. ^ The space above the screen, once open, 
is now walled up, and a window opened in its 
centre between the effigies of these saints. 

A remarkable part of the screen is an in- 
scription in ligature letters, which, for some 
time, puzzled the antiquaries, or escaped their 
notice. It is cut on ** a fillet of the tabernacle 
work," and may be read thus : — 

ORATE PRO ANIMA DOMINI THOMAE 
S. PATER HUJUS ECCLESIAE QUI FE- 
CIT HOC OPUS. » (See the plate. J 

, Th6 parts of this curious inscription which 
had been destroyed in the course of ag^ are 
now restored according to the above reading, 
suggested by Mr. Hutchinson, (voL i. p. 91.) 
sanctioned by Mr. Pennant, (vol. iii. p. 293.) 



7 Literally, *< Founders of this place," which cannot strictly 
be applied to all these persons. The sanctity, however, of 
the early Fathers may well be called the foundation on which 
the hous^ has. risen to celebrity* 

^ Pray Ibr.tlie soul df the Lord Thomas the Sepond, who (caus^ 
to be) made this work. Or the S. may be the initial of the 
pri?late's surname/ or of the place of his bhth, which is not cer- 
tainly' known. : ,/, . ,.. . ...!,,••■,.• 
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and) adopted < by all who i have^wii^teii on the 

subject; '.,' '• .'i •': ^r-r'^f \':n 'mu:- 

' Against the west wftUf of the transbpt^ almost 
op|H>alle:the ^Bitrence'totthd.eb6ir^ is the -Lttany 
desk, now Atsed ifbv burials, \k^. • In th^ pra^ls^ 
of its extended front aoe figiires isiniilar inistyle, 
biit inferior inveKeeutidn^.toihosetm the screen. 
. Within the screen is tbe choir, that paYt of the 
buildings tnqw dedseated to > the r purposes of the 
parisb' ehufch. ^This may be- considered as a 
distinct^ iedific^ '. andi iite) diBSCpptitoi isi the liiost 
material part of onr stibjeot; '^ It 'hasialveady 
been hiiited^that.it.ooiij»ists[ of^dne sdde ijliirided 
into thfee, each) being distinct and yfet united^ 
supposed in reference itoi the /Hoty? jTrkiity. 
The length of the chpir w:e previously stated 
where it jwa^ nepessa^ to view it in connexion 
with the other parts>of th^jbuildipg.? The 
breadth of the centre aisle is 37 feet, and of the 
^\de aiisles nearly 1 2 feet. The h^ght ^ the den- 
tre aislelstmtnens^, andfeherocf is stlp^Hied by 
•hn^e ^ Mo^ki^ -of oak ' foi!#iing 'k)W sbar{)-.pointed 
vafeh^s i*'itht]^ikt<irriam(eht/ The roofe drf^the side 
aisles are tow, formed ^f stoiie^ by a series of in- 
tersecting arches springing from the columns 
whith divide the choir; 
> The walls of the side aisjes are at least 10 fei^ 
thick, as may be seen where they are' pierced 
for a door on the south side. The walls <rf the 
chancel or centre aisle are composed of a griand 
series of intercolumniations, shaft over shail» 
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and arch over arch. The, lowest series is com- 
posed of.six thicldy^lustered columns, forming 
an equal number of fine pointed arcbe$, rather 
more than otie-third of the whole height of the 
choir. The second or middle series consists of 
six short, heavy, massy, clustered columns, and 
as many semicircular arches, each divided Into 
two pointed or lailj?^ lights, by a single shaft 
or mullion in the centre. At present the effect 
of this series is lost ; for, by. the ^ant of the 4ra- 
pQry which has adorned the churchy, these arches 
are left entirely open^ aind the unintended inter- 
section of the rude round arch on one side takes 
away the harmony and keeping of the whole. 
The last and highest series is formed of pointed 
arches in a unique taste, without columns, con* 
^sting of one large between two smaller pointed 
arches, formed and divided by solid masonr^. 
Thus each of the three series is distinguished : 
in the firat are six arches, in the ^cond, twelve, 
and in the third, eighteen. ^ This last series is 



^ " The interior architecture of this churdt is highly finished, in 
the mixed Gothic order; the pillars are clustered, supporting 
Gothic arches ; the members of the archings, and the pilasters, 
finely proportioned. The quire is roofed with wood covered 
with lead, and the side aisles are arched with stcme ; a double 
gallery runs round the whole, opening with Saxon arches ; 
each' ppening is composed of three arches^ the centre circular, the 
side ones pointed, of which the workmanship is very fine, and the 
jnUars light. The principal pillars of this structure in general 
are rather disproportionate and heavy ; an error seen in most of 
the Saxon churches.** Hutchinson, voL i. p. 99. 

We quote this contradictory passage, because we conceive it a 
duty not to Suppress any thing that has been written on the sub- 
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doubly efifective; for, bdng above the exterior 
toof c^ the side aisleB, light is admitted from 
without, wbieb of course increases the beauty 
as well as the utility of the series. There are six 
inferior lights m the walls of the side aisles^ and 
the choir is still farthtf lighted by the great east 
window^ wMdi occupies^ ti»rly half that ^ftd of 
the centre aisle. The window is singular in 
this, that it is, or appears to be, broader «• the 
spring of the arch than at the base of the columns. 
It is likewise distinguistoefd by that ornament 
commoniy called the wiftehes- . wheel. It is di- 
vided by * slender shafts of sbapel}^ stowe/ as 
usual ; but the great ornament of such build-* 
ings, and what ought particularly to distin- 
guish them — ^painted glass: — ^is totally wanting, 
^hat beautiful and appropriate medium through 
which in former ages 

"The silver light, so pale and faint. 
Shewed many a prophet, and many a saiht^ 
' Whose image on the glass was dyed ;««^ 
Full in the midst, his crosis of red 
Triumphant Michael brandished. 

And trawpled tim apostate's pride. 
The mooAobeaai histed the holy pene» 
And threw on the pavemenl a bloody BttrnT 

Imagine the cross of St. Andrew in the place 
of the figure of the archangel, and you will be 



ject, especially where it bears against our argument ; appiealing 
for the truth of our description to the eyes and understandings 
of those who, having seen and known, must be the best judges. 

*' The members of the archlngs and pilasters are finely propor- 
tioned." Beau. £ng. and Wales, vol. xit. p. 16S. 
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cklighted with lui altnddt living picture of thM 
beautiful Oriel ii$ it wd», and as it ought to be, 
and at mioe fe^ and Ifetment the mutilated state 
iti vrhicb it is. JBIeneath tbi/s window is the 
altti'» once a very beautiful speeitnen of its 
peeuliar style of architecture^ as we are assured 
by many who remember it, before the present 
frontispiece was raised against it. Imagine, 
reader^ this approf^iate altcor with its niches atid 
its tabernacle work, its mimic spires, and mina- 
rets and pinnacles, its foliations and its tracery, 
and then behold its present appearance,-— a 
Grecian front, of wood, painted, gilded, carved 
into columns, pilasters, base, and 'projecting 
pediment, — all of which would be beautiful in 
their proper place, but screening as it does what 
would be appropriate, and representing as it 
does what is the very reverse. We hold up our 
hands iki wond» at the taSte which could sug« 
gest such an imprwement, and without a quibble 
pronouiiQe this Grecian front the most Oothic 
part of the ediiiee. The date of the alteration 
is.pre8enved-^1796» G. Busby, Minister. 

From tiiis altar we turn with much pleasure 
,tQ the opposite end of the choir. In former 
times,--i4nd, indeed, judging by the accurate 
views in the Beauties of £ngland, &c, vol. xii. 
we may say, very lately ,<— the upper part of the 
great arch which opens from the transept to the 
cboir was open above the screen, as has beep 
stated above, p. 71. Now, however, it is walled 
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up to the very point of the arch, and this im- 
provement, so essential to the eomfort of the 
congregation, is made highly oraam^ital ; for it 
harmonizes with the general character of the 
church. Above the entranee is the organ-loft, 
a large gallery extending acnross the aisle, and 
now made to contain the vocal as weU as the 
instrumental music, the organ, and the singers. 
The front of this gallery is ancient, divided in- 
to compartments, each containing a full-length 
figure, like those on the lower part of the screen 
and on the front of the JLitany desk. * The por- 
traitures of our blessed Lord, and his apostles, 
and the Virgin Mary, are painted on the panels.' 
The organ is large and fine-toned; but it would 
be much improved by the addition of a swell, 
the want of which is a defect. 

Above and behind the organ is the improve- 
ment to which we just alluded, and which we 
shall now describe. It representift one large 
front, supported on a projecting bead with its al- 
ternate blocks and spaces, and divided into three 
arches by ornamental buttresses terminating 
in the usual pinnacle, topped and dotted with 
cinquefoils. The caitre arch is painted to r^re- 
sent a window of stained glass, and is transparent. 
The subjects are, St. Andrew in the centre, and, 
above, the arms of the donor. This window 
has a beautiful effect. On each side is a niche; 
from that on the right hand projects a female 
figure, with a coronet and cross* designed for the 
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Queen pf Northumbria, Etheldreda, the first 
benefactress to tlie churdi. In the opposite 
niche stands her husband Egfiid,. who certainly 
has less right than his royal spouse to such a 
distinguished place. The painting is very effec- 
tive, and the relief particularly happy. It is to 
be regretted that this praise cannot be extended 
to the attitude and station of the figures, and 
that it must be entirely withdrawn from the dra- 
pery, which is theatrical and unappropriated and 
defective in delicacy and fitness. On the whde, 
however, this is a most valuable improvement. 
Thus the memory of the first benefactor is ho- 
noured by the last, for we owe the work to the 
Rev. Robert Clarke, the present lecturer; and 
we take this opportunity to state, that all the 
improvements which we have distinguished in 
this chapter by italic characters, and which may 
hereafter be so distinguished, are the gift of 
this liberal benefactor, whose exertions for the 
preservation of this noble edifice demand the 
gratitude of all who feel its importance to the 
interests of history and antiquity. 

The reader being now enabled to form . a 
pretty accurate idea of the choir itself, we shall 
proceed to its furniture, a subject which fills us 
with the most disagreeable recollections. Near 
the altar on the south side is one beautiful gal- 
lery of carved oak. Beneath it are " three stalls 
(ahd two others have been cut away) highly 
ornamented with tabernacle l^ork, and to which 
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the: bishop and his attendants cetired during thd 
elcHration o£ the host, .as 'is the ^^raetice in the 
gceiit cburche$ of the ccmtinent;'f: fBeaii; Mngi 
and Wales, voli xik .p« 164.) Tor keepcup the 
-resemfolanoe apdJtd ppint.this out- as the oblii^eh* 
'Wardens' p^Wv mabes^ or rai|her aauK.roda with 
bi?a)sei^ crowiis^ form th^^diVisi^lii G^ thd 
apposite side of the altar, ^9od UxthBt to the 
westy is the beontiftil. oratory (x shrine, whieb 
has been somuch celebrated. lihas been paint- 
ed wjtbiii lite the; :dcl*een; Qf. the choir; :.Xho 
roof is divided into eight oompartmenl^yjiidith 
fifteen ocnatnental carvings at the interseotiohs 
of th^ fines wKidi form tb^oi. Thife ecbbce <me 
represents the figure of an angel holding a 
ishield^ Jtbe>anns of which are a cresaiscdtiteor. 
&xi'f St . i^n^w formed of tiwo^^ Saxon ' letteris 
R/I. !$«p/io^i/* the initials of tte Brioi- Richard, 
^vrhose History has^beepsoiioften quoted and 
Yefenred to, and who is supposed t^ hare been a 
gveat bene&.c«oi^ to^ the' oburob, of wtucb, bowf 
every his modesty bas left no evideneisrixuifa^^ 
works ; and the supposition rests on theread^ 
ing of theiSe letters. V 

/ :Th0 Aorth^de and west end of the shrine an? 
entirely destroyed- Theeast end is painted like 
the screen, Stc There are three compartments ; 
in the centre, St. Andrew, with St. Peter on 
his left hand, and on his right hand (we sup- 
pose) St. John« Beneath are represented* the 
sufferings of Chrisl;. The Saviour in ibe centre, 







Soudi front of the Shrine and the Supposed Tomb of 
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his hdtids crossed before him and tied, drowned 
witli thorns, &c. ; on his dght hand cords and 
sooUlrges are eross-tied to a tre^ ; above are thirty 
pieces of silver. In the foreground a &gnre Uke 
H monk in the attitude df prayer holds a oon^ 
spiciious station. On the ground are pinders, 
&c. On the left hand of the Saviour the gar^- 
ments hang; herie too are the ladder, the spear, 
diid ftie sponge tied to a reed ; and so particular 
has tb^ artist been that the dice aje still visible, 
and it is worthy of remark! that three dke are 
discernible, not fz«;6 only, as at present in use. 
Gilded roses are scattered over the whole piece. 
This painting is well worthy the attention of 
the curious, as affording afeir specimen of the 
state of the arts at least 700 years ago. Beneath 
the paintitig is an altar,^ against which some rude 
^iires are carved* The base of the shrine is of 
stone Cut into various figures^ (see the plate). 
On the po?th side these seem to assume some 
degree of order and design. Saturn, St George, 
th0 fox preaching to thB geese, the thumbscrew, 
the night-mare,, and other subjects are rudely 
aimed a^. Near the Altar is one of three larger 
figures, all of which seem to have belonged 
originally to this sbritae. Concertiingthese there 
has been some discussion, in the course of which 
they have been called Roman, an appellation 
.which ckttins notice for them uQder a different 
head of out work. W6^r this shrine also is the 
celebrated Freed Stool, whicli will be considered 
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in its place, with the other privileges of sanctu- 
ary. The front of this oratory is formed of 
exqubitdy carved work in blade oak, of whieh 
the plate will convey a better idea than can be 
attained by the most elaboratie description. We 
add in a note the words of former writers on our 
subject. ^ 

^ "A shrhic of wooA^work* after the entient form, lupparted 
on pUlarSy canopied, and ornamented with tabernacle work, 
such as in the early ages of the church distmguished the place 
where the remdni of great personagegortaittts were depodted : 
This is surrounded with stone-work, bearing in niches yarious 
figures, which, by reason the stalls are built up against it, I 
could not make out. The eastieni end of this shrine, whidi k now 
occupied as a stall or pew, is painted with the sufferings of our 
Lord ;•— on the canopy or roof are the arms on a shield Tery 
fresh, azure, the saltier (if it is such) or. 

Behuid the high altar, and in other parts of the church, I per« 
ceiyed the same arms, and also in the walls of the priory ;-— 
from whence I am led to beliere this is the tomb of the fint 
prior, and this insignia, a cross of the dedicatory St. Andrew, 
formed of the two first letters of the prior's name." Hutchin* 
son's Tour to the Lakes, p. 306. These words Mr. H. repeats 
in his View of Northumberland, voL ii. p. 95. 

" In the choir is a beautiful oratory : of stone below and 
wood above, most' exquisitely carved, now converted into a pew. 
Above in a shield are in Saxon characters, the letters R. L These 
being in many parts of the building are probably the mitials of 
some of the pious benefoctors. In a square hole in a comer of 
the oratory is an uncouth head of Jupiter, and in the inside a 
hare, the emblem of watchfulness ; and on the outside is the up- 
per part of some smgular figure with a cap pendent on one side 
of his head, and a hare or some animal in ids bosom. Against 
a pillar is a ridiculous figure of a barefooted man, with a great 
club; perhaps a pilgrim.** Pennant's Tour in Scotland, voL iii. 
Pi 293. 

On this subject WallU says nothing. Mr. Hodgson adds 
nothing, and, we fear, misquotes Pennant. Mack, and Dent 
copy Hutchinson verbatim. For the present we leave the *< mon* 
strous engravings without meaning or moment," to return to 
them hereafter. 
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fjie ii$i]iaiil«tel* of ti^ «h^ir is filled with 
* l0O6t inAegsint )[»ews atid gadleri^/ The latter 
^nwry froM dch lu> wr^teh^ but the i^ann^ w6l*d 
will A^finke all the fcmtier. CbnderAlng these 
there Is tuithing worth notke exempting i»y in- 
scription on the front of that nearest the pulpit. 

This Gallery was built in the year 1740 

By Sir Sdw^ad BLACkcrr, Bart at his sole eip^se« 

And' givto by lain to this Chuveb for the «se of the pubfie^ 

Reserving only the front seat to himself. 

The bad arrangeinex^t of these gHll«rie» is a 
greata^ evil than the wretched state in which we 
find them, being formed between the columns, 
defacing the arches, and much injuring the ap- 
pearance of the church. And it is a subject of 
great and geaaeral regret that this magnificent 
pile, '* the aaered storehouse of our ancestors, 
and gilardian of tkeir bones," should be thus 
disfaionouised. Besides, it is injurious to the 
interests of reli^a; for^ from the extreme 
cold Mid the bad acoommodation, the church 
is is winter almost untehanted, and the &iir 
temjple dedicated to the Worship of God appears 
doomed at once to degradation and neglect. 
We r^oice, however, in the conviction that we 
speak not the wordis of accusation against the 
Sfa^bifants Of Hexham, but rather, that in 
exjpressing our own sentiments we utter theirs; 
atid that as there is otoly one opinion on the 
subject^ so are. there strenuous and powerful 
friettds Ic^ propriety *nd ordeir, #ho are laboui^- 

L 
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ing, not without hope,, to remove this crying 
evil, and to restore to this part of the building 
that decency and comfort which their laud- 
able exertions have previously wrought in its 
other divisions — '^a consummation, devoutly to 
be wished." * 

One part of the furniture of the choir is 
particularly worthy of notice ; via. a circfe of 
andent seats^ formed of carved oak, and curious 
in their form. These have probably been in 
former times the seats of the choristers, being 
immediately under the oFgan. Each seat is a 
chair, with elbows or arms quaintly carved ; 
and the bottom made to be occasionally turned 
up, when the under face displays a grotesque 
mask, beauquet of flowers, or other ornament* 
They have been divided by beautiful mimic 
pinnacles of superior execution, like those in 
the front of the shrine, but these have been 
lopped away to support the galleries ! 

The pulpit, reading desk, &e. are in <»ie, and 
unworthy of particular notice; In this deserip* 
tion of the choir and its furniture, we have 

' From a case already quoted* (see p. 55, and note 8 below)^ 
it appears that the impropriator is hound to repair the choir, 
**• Of late yelQ» the parishioners have bestowed above £500i upon 
the repairs of the north and south quarters, steeple, &c and on 
the other hand the said impropriators have repaired the quire, ^c** 
€ase, &c. '^ The quire is a fine fabric, the altar lai^e, with a 
good light. The latter was repaired by the late Sir William 
Blackett; as was the whole church by a brief, 17^5, towards 
which £ 1040^ was coUeeted. It still calls for ferther assistance^ 
and imploies the charity of some benevolent and good. patrotuT 
WaUis, voL ii. p. 96. 
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made no allusion to the floor, as what we have 
to say respecting it will be noticed under the 
head of 

Monuments.— The floor of the church is 
flagged with stones, at one time nearly all mo- 
numental. In this department we have not to 
complain of the want of improvement, if altera- 
tion may fee so called ; but if time has wrought 
much evfl among these records of the mighty 
dead, we fear that the blunders of ignorant im- 
provers have wrought more. Flat cqffin^haped 
^ones^ laid even with the pavement, on whi(;h 
were simply inscribed the name and rank of the 
person ^l>uried, are the most ancient funeral 
monuments found within our churches, and 
these appear to have been numerous in Hex- 
ham ; but what remains of them amounts to 
little mare than nothing. The most ancient 
monument now in the church is said to be that 
of Elfwald, £ing of Northumbria, who was 
kitied at Sytlechester or Cilchester, (probaUy 
Ciiumum, now Walwick Chesters), by Sigga, a 
factious lord of his court, Sept. 28d, 788. See 
WaUis, vol.ii. p. 96, who quotes HoUingshed's 
Chron. vol. i. 1. vi p. 135 ; Hutchinson's Tour 
1;o ^he Lak^, p. 809, and his view of North- 
ytA. i. p. 98, (his suggestion will be noticed here- 
after) ; Pennant's Tour in Scot. vol. iii. p. 298 ; 
Hodgson's Beauties of Eng. and Wales, p. 164; 
Mack, and Dent. ii. 808. Against this mass of 
authority, we can only say, that tJie thing is 
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iwp0S^U. JAojxwBam^i of tjftU imixn do not 
occur alf tlie ^^Ue$t tlU t^e beginwog of the 
13th century ; besides, that, at the present ^y 
scarcely a trace of the church in which Elfwald 
was buried ren^pj^s to us. See more on thia 
subject in part sec<)Nid. 

The oldest nuHiuiiieiiit m the praseoit chuidi 
has never bead iK>ticed, as' &r as w» ai^ awase, 
by any historian or trav^lkr. It hk stUl visible 
in the floor of a pew at a short distaiiKie from the 
oi^n4Qft, on the south ^vte of the choir<, raised 
a little from the common fioor; and this gbt* 
cumstance may account foir its preservaticmy «id 
for the neglect it has experienced. Its form is' 
that of the most ancient diUi^b iDoxiuineiits,rr^ 
long, flat, and coffinrsbaped ; in length 6 feet, 
in bneadth 2|, divided loEigitudinaUy b^ 2^ deep 
cut, perhaps the remains of a cross or of a sword. 
On the left side of this division is a cross fleury 
without a shield, border, or any carnament. The 
inscription is between two ismall crosses in one 
line along the opposite side of the divi«k>n» and 
announces simply, that, 

JOHANNES MALERBE JACET HlC. * 

We have thought proper to pre^nt the read- 
er with the inscription in the original character, 
«ee plate. The order of the words and the 
general style are sufficient evidence of iU anti- 

^ John Malerbe lies bece. 



qvityr Tl^ w«w <rf Wiikrti? is of «o fwe 

QCQDEr^Hfle afl to ^RTra«rt *e 9QPPQ«iiti«n tbut 
this JSoto wi« thie repr^«ratetiv« of « ftwUy, 
tkie ISnglffib IffAPclp i^ whicb was }Q«t in iuro ; 
p^)^iip9 «n imvedi^le ^QUfower of the l^^nmn 
William^ who may have died in endeavouring 
to redttoe the nao Ktf Tyaeddefm^wild faut heroic 
men, whom th^ power <^ the liastard conqueror 
of Engbod c^iUd n^ier averoome. 

We shsdl n^fXt notice Hhose monuments which 
have he^ ]p9it in the. altenUions of the church, 
but preserved in the works of former writers. 
W«UJ« «iar«, " tb^ floor 18 mostly covered with 
ancient grave-stones. Many have been inlaid 
vfliih brasf^ an4 otliers with oroziers^ Tli^y are 
very entire after tfiey have been trod under foot 
for so many ages.*' (yol» ji. p- »6). Of tb^ie, 
bowever, 4foee only faav« been described. 
, <^^ear the noorth door, on the right hand, i$ a 
flat fymeral stone, very ancient. It has a crosier 
upon it, and tliis inscrip^n,rl. '/. . 
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HIC JACET THOJ^A? I)E DEyj[L5X9?^R' 

We might bave hoped that Mr. Wallis 
had mistaken for a crpzier what had been 
^tb^rwpsp intj^qded, m^ thu« the Thomas of the 

^ Here lies Thomas of DerUatfrn or Oibtpiu-rf-IV m^ 
aame, and If Mr. Walliii b«d not j^ted cnit die crazier oa ^is 
tomb, we should have wrilten t^ sam^ f^KSOO, occaua in the iist 
of sheriffs of NorthimiNrVi Qlh )^4w^4 I,»^ 126l« There is 
tittle known conpeming tl^s,An$i^^^ For frhat fvv h|iTe hem 
aUe to lather on the siitye^t^ ^r^ are jnd^hte^ $o Mr*. Ho^gf99's 
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tomb and he of the escheats, the only orie we 
can discover of the name, might be &irly consi- 
dered the same person. But Mr. Hutdiinson 
likewise notices the crozier, and proceeds to 
another tomb, now destroyed, ornamented with 



▼alwible extracts from the Inquititlonea Post Mortem and tbe 
Rotuli Hundredonim. (See Hist of North. voL t.) 

Simon of Devilstone granted in fee to Thomas of DeTllston 
his son the manor of Devilston on Ui paying yearly to the said 
Simon 24 marks and doing due and accustomed suit and senrice 
to the said Simon for the same ; and tbe said Thomas held the 
aaid manor 20 years before the death of his father aforesaid, 
&c Thomas therefore held the manor not of the king» but of 
liU father Simon, p. 100. 

They (the commissioners of inquiry) say that Thomas of 
Defelston was summoned to receive knighthood and &c* p. 105. 

Item. Thomas of Develeston gave of the town of Develston 
which he iield of the king in capite, for service, a fourth part of one 
fee to William the son of Hugh, and to the same Hugh three acree 
and one rood held of the said Thomas in the time of the afore- 
•tfid King Henry (IH.) p. 106. 7. 

They say that Bobert of the Chamber and Robert t»f MenevOl 
subescheator in the time of our Lord the now king seized to 
thdr own use of Thomas of Develston 2 marks on account of 
his office (perhaps his shrievalty) not pedbimed. p. 114. 

They say that Roger Bertram sold to Thomas of Develiston his 
own service, that is to Say, the half of one fee. p. 1 16. 

In the 18th year of Edward I. 1290, Thomas of Develiston 
died possessed of the manors of Devilston and Hetham, Cor- 
bridge Wood, the lands of Hidesley, Sec p. 50. 
' And in the 1 Itfa Edward II. Lucia his wife died seised of the 
.manor of Devilston. p. 62. 

He gave to the church of Hexham the whole manor of North 
Milnbarn with a common of pasture on the moor of Crekelagh. 
(see appendii). 

In the Testa de Nevill the following passage occurs under the 
head of Inqtii^bn made into the tenements «nd fees held in 
capite of our lord the king #hich have been given aM'ay or alien- 
afed irom the service of our lord thie king. 

Thomas of Devilston held in capite of our lord the king the 
Town of Dellston by the service of three parts of one knight's 
service, and all his ancestors held by the same service since the 
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a GFozier and chalice, inscribed JcAannis Dew» 
(we venture to suggest De W-— and suppose the 
reinainderof the word defaced, and that it might 
have been read John de fFallJ, with the usual 
legendary prayer in the margin, orate pro animup. 
&c. vol. i. p. 98. * 

The following are still in statu quo. About 
half way up the choir, and on the south side in a 
pew is a monument of black marble inlaid with 
brass. The following inscription is on a brass 
plate at the bottom : — 

filie laobertt £m% mfUt(£S q[ai ob(tt tn 
bigtUa onnim. danc. 3? Dm^. m.?ccccHb? 



6 



Sir Robert Ogle married Eleanor daughter 
and sole heir of Sir Robert Bertram, baron of 
Bothal ; by which marriage these two ancient 



conquest ; and of this tenement nothing is alienated or given either 
bj marriage or in oharity or bj any other mode by which tho 
idng might daim less service. The said Thomas is now dead, 
and his lands with his heir are in the custody of Robert the son of 
Roger by the king's commission, so long as it shall please the 
king. 

' In the Tour to the Lakes, p. 310. Mr. H. reads «' inscribed 
in very rude characters^ Hk Jac^ Johes Deff, &c" The pro- 
verb says that second thoughts are best. 

^ Here lies Robert Ogle, son of Eleanor Bertram, daughter of 
Robert Betram, knight, who died on the eve of All-saints, in the 
year of the Lord, 1404, on whose soul may the Lord God have 
mercy f 
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houses #ere uniti^. He was kigh bidliff of the 
doiiihifian ()r I'jrtiedale, id iMMst^ by hi^jMiteiit^ 
bearing d^te lltb Bdvk^rd III. He hittih the 
cftstle df Ogl^ by leave frdtii^ thi att>tm^^ undf 
hAd alsd a graiit of &ee> wafretl^ ' He Wa^ at the 
Battle of Neville's Cross, (1346)1'' His kdy, 
Sleanor, b«lf«riefiiii of Bbthlal', Su^ived YAib^And 
married John d^ HatMd. His griiid^^ Sir 
ltobei?fr<te O^e, by M» sftn Sif Hobert/ sne- 
ceededbrfii. Th§ i#M9 cin f b« totfib are 1 atid irf 

7 The following aoeodote of a gift of this Robert Ogle may 
iMw^t't man J of our readers. - i 

Anno l^^clpfio Henrid 0iamiL Jiofan Bartraih of N^rthum* 
berkmd theWeth how Robert de Qjgtei knight| gare to him is taiU 
general the castle and manor of fiotfial, with the appurtenances 
in the flattie 6(mntgf» ^uA h6# the^ienviifciiaBfe was sazeA of the 
same, until Robert de Ogle, knight, son of the said Robert^ with 
SOO men dispossessed andt kept him tbeMtft'tfm ; wberetttltd he 
prayeth restitution. 

It was enacted, that a writ should go down to the sheriffs of 
Norihuttberlaad to tak^ alt the^ jiftittisei ndtB at the goodstb^re- 
in, and the same sa&ly to keep,, with proclamation at the gates c^ 
the said castle to will all therein to depart, and also to charge the 
saM Robert at a certidii di^ to aBi#er in perstto aik WestmMtary 
as well to the king as to the said John. 

Sir Robert Cotton's Abridgment of the Records hi the Tower. 

Robert Ogle, the soti, frequenilj^ otctifir iB knight of the shhe 
in the next two reigns. 

« Ex Row GarL.de apn«t45 Ed. 3. ou 16. 

» Hbiliirgsfidi^fiefardh. 

^ 1362 36th Edward III. Robert Ogle was seized of Salt- 

Wke lands, Ogle GrtUe and mini^ifr, Lon|fWlt(ofi, Riitinan, 
Haehe1y» Noi=t>i MiaBletotr, South Biwi^gttih, Hepptl, Great 
Tosson, Warton, Flotwalton (FIbtterton), Ot«KfaerWiiei Nfetker- 
tberwite, lands and tenements/ &c. Aldenschole (iqu. Old School, 
or Eillan's hpW/) within the liberty of Hexham, Rouhj (JUth- 
bury), manor, Sliewingsheeles manor. Sec including.fiTe strong cas- 
tles and towers. Secunda pars esclieat Hodgson, voL t« p. 81. 



ar^ene; a fei» betweeri tHree ^Wfaeentef g\il6Sv 8 
arid 4i'dt:Kh orie, lar^avd. '^ « :' , - { •<- r /s: 

» Wekndw not tthy <*Ss-Rfebift ft ithu&,^tfct^ 
dl from^th^Vauitaf his^ftltee&tbf!$ at; BcHh^^ ndt- 
wiiethfer Mt. HuiehitiBe^n wjt^ a^st^s»i6''bf tiMi tetis^^ 

the emptijr dignity of: ^ne^^try; 'p. tos df hii 
lV)fcrf t^ the I^^s, to which we reftff thb r^et. 

^is monhtrnient has suffiqmd iM^m 
I^eni^inee liy the lossiof partof j» Qmatn^fk 
rf brasd; * W« cannot hdp quoting a- passage 
ft9 ap|d!cable to^ the chordi of Hex&M as 
tflr that' of which it was originaHy written*— 
'^'llere ifiithe oM chur6h w^Ee an aimbst irnitt^ 
miehralde qttantity of gravci4slones^ ioiany of which 
fort|ierly:fih6he Hke emhroid^ay^bebig'enri^ed 
with the isiages, &;c. in bras^^ibf biiliops sAi 
</ther ^^ecdesiastins re|)resent^ m themr;prop6i' 
habits, (the wtitisfr ^otets a shiniag Mi^2Liks). 
Bbt t0:)see how aH srtiblunary f Inoga are subject 
to ^harig&ov decay, iwfaat was thought tibe most 
dnfajbie by oufir^&thqrs, and^ moslt iiiitedi tO: carry 
dowil/the namesi aiHl qualities df the tenerable 
desdiijortheilatest posterity, by 'an> uiia)coountai- 
bib turn: of fink^/ pt0ved the very oeoasiolk of 
destxhnrtkmibyitheirisons;'^ ' / 

Table momiments with recumbent figures 
are the next important class of our subject. 
Th6$e h^ve all been nfoticed by former writer?- 



* 'Dhibe'tt'EBdkeitm', f oL ii ^. «7S. 
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.The mo^jb arment .foble monument in: t^he 
church is now placed exactly in front of jtke 
purine, 90 th0 north side- of the centre aisle of 
the (^hoir^ . This . isr not it& lorigihal situation . It 
now cov^Df another tomb on which it reats, and 
this; im^rg^netif of place faa& caused much cc^ 
fusion in« the accounts respecting it. Hsdescrip^ 
tiQi^ is simple. The figure of a monk^— hoodetl 
i^ithhia h^ndjs clas|^ in the attitud?e of prayer. 
It is cQinnacmly iealled the twnh of Pidcfr JRi?h«^ 
whom this figure is supposed to re^esent. ; (^Br« 
Hutefainsdh is of -this opinibn, and strgAgthenn 
the supposition drachangeofsilfuationifcJr he 
would place this effigy beneath rtteaneh of the 
supposed tomb of Eifwald. He measured the 
effigy^^iand found it answered exactly in length. 
He remarks that the fblds^ of the drapery ace 
thrown into excellent order, easy and elegant^ 
and adds, that the reUgious of the order of Su 
Austin (Augustine^ of whicb order were the 
canons regular of Hexham) were hooded* Mr; 
Wallis thinks thi^ efiSgy represents a prior ; hut 
cbnfcmnding the effigy; oa the tomb with a 
helmet fastened on a piUar above, :he^ isitpposeis 
thaik the person represented, " bad been of the 
military before he was ol* the religious Oider^":* 
vol. ii. p. 97- • ' * 



* Jhe h«lmet is that of Sr John Fenwicki who. w«8,fW»a» 
the Battle of Marsden Moor. His skull^ which was broken in 
the same place with the helmet^ is still kept at the Manor Office. 
Concerning this skijll, iu power of, motion,, and its love for one 
particular room, to which it would always return. when remored^ 
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We have no e^dence thiat thki is ti^ tomb 6f 
Prior Hiahard, but we eanivot deny that it may 
be fib.^ i^^iiere is no proof that this effigy should 
be 'ploeed beneath the artsh at the cc^ner of the 
timnsiept, but it ought very probably to be so 
placed. Should t^ese alterations be adopted^ 
what beodni^s of tiie letters R. I. ? In the old 
schocd is a pedestal or altar so inscribed ; in the 
east aisle of the north transept is a shield so 
inscribed; and in the centre of the ^ocf bi'.the 
shriiie the same inscription is j^^eated. Either 
of these would be appropriate ^places for the 
tomb'of I^or Bicbard, and had we -found the 
tomb so situated and :the letters no where else^ 
we should have had ho doubt either: as to the 
identity of the effigy or the meaning of the let- 
ters ; as it is~or should' Mr; Hutehinson's sug- 
gestion be followed— there can be no certsdnty 
either on one subject or the other. 

In the south aide of the choir are two table 
monuments. . From pne tjie effigy haslbeen re- 
moved, and on the other is the recumbent figure 
of a knight of the holy banner. * This is sup- 

manj stories, u. surprising as ther are true/ long delighted axA 
terrified the servants of the Abbey and their gossips. Now, 
however, th^ legenda are lost or disregarded, and. the skull lies 
verjr quietly in its appointed place. It is probable that the 
monument on ..which the prior's effigy rests is the tomb of Sir . 
J. f'enwick. 

• ^ The attitnde- of a erusader, in Armour««4he legs crossed*^ 
coidd only be assumed by persons bom itl'th« Holy LfanA by a 
kn^t who had fought; or who had nkadci preparattion to fight, 
for the cross; or at fiirthest by the son or immccltate descendant 
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powd tplm^^ nvemfeei! of .th« barooidl fmily of 

bf*W:«?i» 8 cEQslfte $, Mi -9^ ;The\perTOn hew 
r/^pr^j^enti^ i^ ^ok^}^ BifAmxA dfi Humfiiiiiivil; 
who gave tptbe {»npQii of i^exhaku oHe tpft and 
?Jight $^ce«^,of Iwd iir Prudlu>tib and wJ^ose jfenulji^ 
lyiere all great ben^iobcafs ti) tbe^^uiCQlb Hie 
died xith Hciiwy Uli a, i>; isa7.. • 

New the nof^i door J» a ^simUiifi. effigy, re^ 
mbved howeiltfr from its taibla ' It |£( bihitod 
like the iast^^ ^teel to th^ iteathn vnitb cair»st» 
shield^ heU»^>nd haifberlf* Hia shield ii ob an 
a fesiamilrev thim gwbs pxo^^ tbeiatnia of tho 
Aydens^ldf whidi ftmUy! it: k;auiq||p^ tbid 
kit^ht was aiiBembefc .The naiQ«[ ^f GaUr$d 
de Aydeiii ftloiie, oQcut$ early OMi^b to deis»nfe^ 
the, diiMdneiito. : Hia hiai k menticaiad in the 
Tertajde:N«viU.r-;-.. ...... 

The latest fnonufnents of tbi& kind must bef^ated af early as the 
1 4th ^ntufy. ' Hiitc^hiBoit^MeiAlltnis ^ihtd lobnuittieMt, aild i^fets 

In <jui; copy,;^^ Francf. 1.590,fthe|re i^ nof!)i%^ o^.^l^ su|^ect«. 

^ Mr, WaHis, by what mefins we know not^ stumbled oa this 
^grure, a? the effigy of Hjenry Beaufort^ Duke of Somerset^ who 
was t^ken prisoner .at fl)^Batt£f, tif I^exham. ' Mr. Hutchinson 
corrects hlfrt^ and sugg^its the Aydensy whose iarms reseinWe^ 
those on th^ Shield, wnile the 'S^^fohs quartered the arms of ] 
En|;l^nd. i\. is.very remark^^fe'tK^t trad^ion iias preser^ lip 
memory of the spot on 'wklc&'the Itliistifous axid unfortunate^ 
Somerset suffered the pain of treason. All writer* agree that lie 
was.lMbeadecLat HMifinir .^' Thf^JUtd^Soownet Mas beheaded 
at Utiham^^mheH k^ mm ^ifrieAT . Acfi; ^ Ali»B»Ule t£ihsLn 
haniittaiiBlated from tbbj.yeiQr^ftooky t^iXHi .4 JBdwacdil/V. fioL • 
15."'j(G«iA.Mag.'NoRrvl7Sl8*)'' V.' V ../ 
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T1b» iMfc mDiiuinpBill of thU dtacAftieh men^ 
tioned by Mr. Wallis is ''.a flatiiirieralsione of 
hism wuihlelia IheMemmy -bt 'the %vi^ and 
learned George: Bitaobel^ a Boiieiiiiawti^*^ Virth, 
leotMrer ^ iHtacfaam, witb thSk imerifptMl s«^< ! 

Siib hoc marmbre sacre recondui\tur reliquUe 



^efdinando 2°^ omnibus ffentilit^, 
Retedila^ti'«iului^' g^iHIg^torail ' 

iniartim exteraum, spbliis onustus ^ , 

iQi^io^UMeradiiaoAHs^iistb'fiorentissfanU ' 

petuift Oxonlum Anno Domini 1 644. 
Qua ode K wW mB ad^nAk consarAmatls ^ 

£t cpntemplationibus iji^etaphysids^ 
Vin^^^ cer^mbnianiiA eccleshe Angficaiiift, 
Aliisque scriptis erudttiisimis editis toto 
Orbe statim inclaniit. 
Tanta fama auctus^ eccleriam 

: .; £t)Clui {WtrfUiliOmiOB pIllB^ -inf * < 

Mii|pl^ 'auguataM ^ (UQiMim 

r NM««.Aiiatt Domini l6l€ i 

'in ■' .:•:. • i •nciifttaa'lfiB3."^v - ;« --•••- 

Ritoc^l vMskcuFatl^ aiid fifst leeturar of Hex- 
ham, and a cohsiderableJbfep^fapj^cjisrjtQith^ poor: 
of -that) pansl^y (aee^app.) For the epitaph We 

:.* .;•.';. /I ([•;! .'t ' ■•>' •- . . . •. .'•*'• "' ■'^' ' ' '• ■' 

* Beneath this marbfe are deposited the ^mrred rt main* of 
George Rj^sche!, a nittire of Bohemia, ai^ ^ pfofe^a<?ir of the. 
reformed religion. B)f the inveterate <?riif Ity of Ferdin^pd the ! 
second towards the prote^tatits, be wras expelled ft^m hU coui^trj',; 
hu family, and hi^ heredit>irjr rigkt^. But at Hij^^orttiii, at. 
LeydeHj ind at other foreign academ*eB, he wm loijed whh the j 
spoils of learniug— of whatever w^s tn vogue at tht*e moat: 
^oumhing mArta of the ftfiwes. These honours he brought with 
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ne indefated to Mr. WaliiB, theorigiiial being 
longi siace obliterated. 

i)f /The &rw)flat istonesi which remain = qhiuH^tioeii 
^^ipkrjhaps.iseartely iWorthy 'of notice, lit^war 
down tke'Obokv a4ittle to the west of Mr: Rits- 
chel's monument, is one somewhat similar to it. 
Four shielcis may $e traced, but the inscription 
is woni btft. • ' Alidther lie^^^ bp^osite the font ; 
the inscription \$ £ngUsb ;< but the words ^doth 
lie"' are all that are How legible. ^^-Stepping out 
of the shrine^, you tre^Q^ a sikbne.sciulpjtured 
into a cross bound with garlaftds. TMsife hid- 
den by the pews upon it^jid pibbuiii. ^^ 
the whole floor are many flat stoAes with ihStials 
in lead ; but these are all ,mp4ern a%d^^ unim« 
portant • ->': - ■''■"■ ''■■'■ "'■■ '; 

him to Oxford, A. D. 16442 ; In tfatit highly eelebi^liied academy 
he began to pursue the highest vtodles fbr the benefit <yf others; 
and by his Metaphysical Contemplations, his Defence of the cere- 
monies of the Church of £ng!afid> and by vai^uifr otlier most 
erudite publications, he soon became famous' throughout the 
whole world. Thus he increased the i«me of the church of 
Hexham, to which he was elected, and over which he presided 
about 67. years; and at last lefjt,. this yenenAde catbedntl more 
venerable, and vet less so, than it was in former ages.. . He lyas 
born 4. Di i^fo, and died 16S3. i ., .• > . 

yXheil^ilherenfiaiided to» conceding the defibnceiof the cereu 
monies of the chutch of England, lis noticed by Bishop Kennet in 
his Historical Register. ^ It is en^tled, Dissertatip de i^eremoniia 
^^♦w« 'Angliciin», qria xisUs eariim lidtus pstei^ditur^ eta su- 
pet^tftiohlf et Idplatr^ crimine vindicatur. \Al t)issertf(tioq on'the 
ceremord^pfthephiwch of Eng^di ui wtich their Wi^eis sh^wn to 
be'IaWftll, '^f Vfliidicated from the charge of superstition and idol- ' 
afry. By G^rge mtschel, Mhirster of liexharo, lii Northum- . 
beriarid. London, I66I. This work procure<S[ him| the Ipve ^nd 
fil^dshf t> (if that (eminently learned aiiid godj prelatej Bp; t!o&ins» , 
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Beside thk to^fo lies another. The effigy is 
of superior workmanship, and represents a lady. 
This may have occupied the vacsmt table near the 
tomb of Uiiifrai;i.yiUe, ox it mi^y have reposed 
beneath the arch of* Alfwoid. No suggestion has 
been offered as to the person it is supposed to 
represent. The last table monument worthy^ of 
notice is a modern one in the ^ast aisle of the 
south transept, inscribed Sepujcrum Johannis 
Anesley, Generosi. Arms, on a.bend dexter S 
stars of 6 points, a rose in; chief. In the old 
school and in other partspif! th^ cbujQch are up-- 
right stones inserted in the^round, like the usual 
headstones in a churchyard, but these have little 
or no daim to notice. On one we find a memo- 
rial of five persons of the fathity of Carr, from 
1716 to 1747, and four of the name of Surtees 
of Newbiggin, from 1751 to 1808. Dismissing 
these, we shall proceed to enumerate the 

Mural Monuments. — On the west side of the 
north transept is a noble monument,—* 

A pyramid of varicsitod marble } • mail iQedalUoa oT the nme is iitfipended ttom 
the centre by a white marble ribband with a rmette, and U charged with a shield ; 
gulei, a erqM saltier anire, e^^ orf^-crest, m Bloei's head proper. Beneath to an 
decant shrine of white marble placed on a tabular pedestal (divided into two foOos) 
of the same beautilUl mateiaL On the shrine it the fufkwipg inscription :— 

Deposit^ 
In the ianiily y«ttlt axe 4Ke remains of 

The Rev. THOMAS ANDREWES, M. A. 

Lecturer of Hexham^ 

Who died July l6th, 1757, aged 80 years. 

ROBERT ANDREWES, Esq. died Di^ 28tb, 1764^«gtd8S. 
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ANN NtEWTON, div^^(^t|iei«>Qtrr A(|Bs^itoi$94$rE5, 
Died July 12th. I767, aged 32. 

:. , ANN AlfPRBWES,, ,? ,..,... ., 
Wife of RoBKitT Andrkwes, £sq^ . 
AbJi'Dadgliter of % iPHdilU^ Rki^hmiov; KiA^t^ 
'. .AW«ra4^,afEOidtB, ., ,:,,;.. 

Ci^d Julj^ SI si, 17699 aged 75 years. 

• ' ' S«5i^ to liSe ti«<ted#y (iT' ^ ' 

. , . Daoghter of .the above 
AbBMT> AlTDRiWfcfe, Esq. ttftd' Wife df ' 
. . , 1%e Rev; S^^oudHTEB. CfcABKB> A. B. , 
25 years Lecturer of Hezham, 
WUch pr^fbn^k^^er^si^iM'lSO). 

. . Sht dW Miiltk 9lH*: IW)^' 

Aged 72 years. 

\fai iAoAUt JUst^ and gfnefmis, ' ' 
^TVdeviK candidf ifnd benevtilent* 

; ■ ^ ' • • •.•.••;■... 

The fitv> SIOUGHTER, CLARKE, A* B. 
fiied 22nd April, 1820, 

Aged^rSyeinrs. . 

VkRigMeom'thta be Itad^iw 
evefiashng trjnentbranet, 

Bennth on a meddlloA, « wnAaXl slli^i ttgebft, lli cMtf Wnidlf^lbr AttreAev, 
on »'Imb4 <te9tt^ cM« ^etltam tlnee ye|l«to mUa» tluwi whiter fwant^ unfier* Over 
all an ocutcheon— gutef, a croai aaltire, aiure, edged, or. crest, a white swan, pnv 
per, holding a pallet, i«M9. 

On the right hand folio»^ 

Seerad to the memoir of 

MARTHA, 

Daughter of CHAtiifcfr S^aftok, Esq. 

And the beloved Wife of 

The Rev. Robeut Clarke, M. A. 

Lectifrer of^Hcithitto. 

' SBe cBed Dec. Sllii IBhAl 

. Aged:28yeenb < 

ahi.wof devout (Old ttfnlabt^ 
to her Cf color ami her ftSom ereaiura, 

with 9 white iwam, marehant, proper. Snd and Sd gulet or. croM saltire, aaue. 
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•able. Crest, a white swan proper, hoiding a pellet sa6le. ' Thi»'u a moat eleguit 
moaiiiMM* lir ^M(49;Of JYQrla#K^T^ iVbfi«P««|i*.^ieiedt/w 

tiM ehurehyant Above to a large weU-palmed eacuicheon bearing the whole arms. 

On the east side of ttie^'north transept, a stone 
slab, beneath ai»i,nopy, enveloped in mantlinfir — 

Merpitor^ Lai)oribus finitis* 
-NWittttkteteiliSf Die- i' ;i/ 
May A. D. 1725. ^tat Sutt 69. 

The armt ate c^hlj^.n^tleA. V^{tb^ '^qtueulloii 0nhrwfiolp^ tpmnnt. Shield, 
anire, a bend deater ar|?lit be^eei^ J.ctag*' headaof the ilrst^^and'^S erodeti argnt. 
Crest a stag's head and aatlejrs, proii^r.* 

A plain white mai^Hle slab on a variegated 
marble case — ;. ;> ,1. 

In m»a\ory of 
The Rer. WILLIAM FLEMING, A. M. 

,,.... f ^^, jMini^terof this parish^ 

who lies interred near this place. 

He died JanT* 15th, I8O9, agfd 57 yws. . 

Also in memory of 

ELIZABETH JOBLING, 

Who died September 4tii, 1821, aged 31 years. 

South aisle of, jtl^ (;hp}|^-^ small oval white 
marble inonunient-^ > — 

,. Tor the memory of 
MARGARET FEATHERStONHALGH, 
. Relict of 
W.r ;F^Mk9HKasf oi^HAi^H, £sq- 

La^} rf:K[q wfi^e .yppii?; 1^ jne. 
Ob. 19th M^y, JiSOO, Mt. 78. 

Elegant whiti^tBaarbla slab^iurn, and drapery, 
on a blue marble ground — 

Sadred'to the mfcmcrty of* 

PAUL VAILLANT of Hexham, 

Who died Jan. 6, 181 6, 

Aged 76 Years. 

N 
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On a black stone insertediri a neat white case 
hid beneath a flight of stairs to a gallery 

M« S» . . 

Patris» heu ! nunquam y'm 
Matris pis optlmt merite ' • 
Grati animi ,et pietatis indicittm, 
B. DIXON m. Posvit. A. D. 17.49- 

An oval slab of white inarble — 

M. S. 

Revdi. I^TRI RUMNEY dc Hexhaw 

Qui ob. 1 6 Feb. 1771> ^t. 56 et 

Eliz* uxoris ejus qua? ob. 7 Nov. 

1795, -ffit 79. 

Grata et pki prole* 

Hec vumummwn 

PmuU, 

On a black slab inserted in a handsome stone 
edged with whiten- 
To the 

Memory of n v 

CALEB ROTHERAM, 

lateofKendal, D. D. 

Who successfully united the 

force of Genius and industry 

in the cause of Religion, 

triith, and liberty. 

The Holy Scriptures were his 

foyouxite study, the doctrines' 

he taught, and the Rule 

of his life. 

With extensive knowledge, 

unlimited benevolence 

and rational affection. 

He adorned the characters 

of a Minister, Tutor, Parent, 

and Friend, and died 

June Sth, 1752, 

Aged 58, 
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Beneath— <-» 

JOHANNES HOTHERAM, M. 13, 

ObMt 18° Mwtii ITSTi, 

iEtatis suae 68« 

Ezimias animi dotes. 

SoientiartnA studio ezcultas 

PuJ^lico oon 8U0 

Emolumento impertiyit. 

On a brass plate inserted in a plain neat 
stoQe'~ 

To Che 

Memoiyof AfARG: 

Daughter of Gborgb and Margaret Fairlaiib« 

Who died' FebT-2l8t, a. d. 1771, ^6JE, 

Great king of terrors, where are now thy stings? 
'Where now thy conquest, aU«deT0uring graver? * 
O'er both the virgin soul triumphant sings. 
Through him who suffered to redeem and save. 
The piinoe of meroy bids the virgin nse. 
From earth's rain transport and corrodmg caie; 
On seraphs' wings she views superior skies. 
And 'sociates witii the best loved angels there. 

North aisle of the choir — white marble tomb, 
urp, and drapery, on a blue ground-- 
in memoiy of RALPH SPARKE, Esq. 
' •' • of Summerrods, 

• Who died the 9th of May, 1805, aged 65 years. 
- IKfio of JANE his Wife, who died the 6th of July, 

' ";' 1806, aged 56 years. 

Aud'aW^of ISAAC SPARKE, of Summerrods^ their Son, 

Who died 15th September, 1816, aged 23 years. 

And also of ELIZABETH MARY SPARKE, 

his Wife, 

Who died the S7th March, 1819, 

Aged 22 years. 

IJopUrtff, GaksfiauW} 
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Ascending the broad stwr-case from the aouth 
transept, a flight of spiraj stejps in a turret leads 
to the belfry, which is ^tuatod near the top of 
the lafge square tpwer, andlji^st beneath the 
steeple. It is a square room formed by the 
walls of the tower. Here , Jiupg the curious 
ring of bells, which, from their names and in- 
scriptioDS» have been noticed by all travellers, 
and yet never fuUy described. Mr. WalKs sirjrs, 
(vol. ii. p. 95) *« St. Majry's bell was the largest. 
It was commonly feillM' the « JPVfly JSell^ being 
never rung «<lo^^ but pn, occagjoij^ pf,,^ye, or on 
the approach- of an enemy to raise the posse 
comitattis^ or J^ray, as ijt was s^jjed.^ .St, An- 
drew's beUr waaithernaxb inpslsc^ i It: waSfCalled 
the Haly ' ^ell, biging use4 for fuiverals/t. 

These anciemt beUs idieser.ve^(more;>minute at- 
tention than has yet been grabted tftenl;,: The 
inscriptions on them are preserved .in bthe an- 
nexed engraving. The only copy we have 
been able* to procure— perhips' the only one 
in existence-^is, we fear, irla6cui*ate j butSfhat 

' We arc at a loss to fcuQW; wb«rd Mr WalHs fbunA the wwd 
Jrag used In %he ^eiwe qf. f»w^ camUfitM. Clui Mr. W. have 
meant arfd^ ? Mititar j arraj and weaj^nachfiw f^re the wofds an* 
cientl/ equivalent to the term pgsse cQn^iuM. Fra^Ml sig- 
nifies simply alarum bell,, rung, oxjl^tq giyei-jWariuiig of • ffapr at 
homd or tthtij otlhiotJi from a&road.^^Mr.' WailisVvbrds are 
quoted (WHhoiit ackkfoWled^nQ'lAiMa^k. ana'D^tifs Hist, 
vol. ii. p. 325. and the following faot»«re^dded.^ '-^^ h, Weighed 
70 cwt. and was broken by fihging at the marriage of the late 
Sir William Blackelt) ft Wds heard Ai fal ksttinishing distance." 

^ From the Saxon halig, holy. 
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remains is saf&ciently curious to merit preser- 
vation. Three of the bells are dated 14f04.* 
The other three were probably more ancient. 
Four of the bells are dedicated or baptized, as 
we learn from tl^p ins9rip^ion wb^qh is. Jj^dressed 
to each bell by its name. ^ 
,.iTiimio\kMmg lue tbejinsociptioiisoin: Aheir 
orden;<M« w... r..^). n .m,.^. .-...> .. .'.• r^ 



,,1") r.» w/> i\: < .. /wi,.i 
1. 



AD FRIMOS CANTUS P.VISAT NOS 
n\ 5u'..-RSX-.*C^IX)Rt08U8v-i •-•'» " • ••"* ' 

.wMRTiqA»XA»Er-T^mr.';F:AGIBX Z .. ■ 

NOS VOX ;-rr- 

EST NOBIS DiGKNi^v > •» " ' 
KATERINE Vt)ir BENIONA! ^ 

' ^ .K \/'^ :....,..- 

OMNIBUS IN ANNIS . . 

EST vox DEO 'ORATA JOH^^ J^;NIS ! 

« Bells are said to hare beefiiiiTehtedf by'^Piiiilmus, Biihop of 
Nola in Campania. 'But the vUd^ ii4ll'find ^^heU* i>f goid*' in 
our translation of the Bible, EKOd«'lXi^ifii 5^; S^; ''Tintinnabula 
•urea," in Bib. Rir. &c and ** \pvirsy i^6i^«va'* in the SeptiM- 
gint. The classical reader will recolTect liuml^rous ins^nces |n 
Plautus^ Pliny, &c. to prove their antiquity. ChurcK Bella, were 
introduced into England aii^ Ireland;,iuB f^rlyj <^ a. jD. 50Q, whm 
the pioiii! and industrious abbotii ^ (ure, suppo^ to have mfde 
them with their owii handsl 

^ f< About tkcf year 968. Pope J6hb XIII; bapifze^&lnr^beH 
iw^oii was- intended fbf l!he Vatican; by tptitokl^g It wtth holy 
water; &e/' Thus the odfemony of cbn^ecraCIng . or bjaj^tjzing 
bete 'arobe hi the 10th cetftury, and (s, WbeUeve, s^ extant. 
Se<f Mich. Lequfen's Dissert. 1, &c. Gregory's Church His- 
t0rjr,-ftc. .-';'■ ^■* ' .'.■". ^ . ' 
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, <[ :.-.;,. . • • 5. ..••■'..•- :'-• .:- 

AND&EA MI CARE, 
JOHANNI CONSOCIARE ! 

'. • •^.. ": •• ..«• '. ;.''.' V. ,..;. 

. EST MEA VOX GRATA 

toUM SIM MARIA VbCATA.* 

i" 

The Toom immediately benratli the belfiy is 
called the clock-house. It contains a large and 
handsome horologe, with an efficient face to the 

' '-' :f^ "' ' ■ 

' It must be premised that the following Fersion of the first and 
second inscriptions is in a great measure coi\jectural. The medium 
adopted, it is hoped^ will be thought nearer the style of the origi- 
nal and more spirited than a merely literal prose translation. 

1. Even at our earliest sound. 

The light of God is spread around. 

2. At the echo of myToicby 
Oceauj earthj and air rqjoice. 

3. Blend thy mellow tones with mine. 
Silver voice of Catherine ! 

4. Till time on ruin's lap shall nod, 
''John flihaU sound the praise of God. 

5. With John in heavenly harmony, 
:» Andrew, pour thy melody. 

,, ;. 6f Be mine to chant Jehovah's, fame 
:.',-. f; : While Maria is my name. 

"Siim of the mottoes on the bells of York Minster are given hy 
way of comparison. 

•1. Deo et regi tacrutn. Sacred to God arid the king. 2. /«- 
bihie Domini. Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.' S. ' ^xiiUate 
Deo, Rejoice in God. 4>. Gloria in excehis Deo/ Glory to, 
God on high. 5. Focata, dum voco puUata miindo Maria. 
Whilst J caU, Mary ri^gs through the ^orW. (The. word' jw^ 
A^seev^s to sigpify that the heU had been *f mcA not ruiig> 
J J T^^ *pfon>, popubim vooosjeiki decora, i I deplore the 
dea0,.I call the. people, I adorn the festival.— Of the twebre these 
aise the most curious. The oldest is dated 1599. The diameter 
of the largest is 5 feet 9^ inches, and its weight 59 cwt Drake. 
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Market-place, and another to the Seed. And as 
a proof of the naturally fine situation of Hex- 
ham Church, we may remark that the progress 
of the index over this latter ^ace is observable 
with a good glass from Walwick, a distance of 
more than siDC miles. 

The thijd i-oom in the order bf descent; the 
floor of Whicli is composed of strong beams of 
oak, forming a roof to that p^rt,of.the chiurch 
which is beneath the tower, is the ringers' room. 
The present ring of eight bells is cast out of the 
metal of the ancient six, which we described 
9^y^.^ , ;Seyen of these weis^ ,fe-c«0t in; 17«4», 
and , pfl/9 abput ap years :ago. , ^ The ;F)raiy->b6ll 
wppld ;^y^ : putw^ghdd the j^'eist^nt . . eight 
They strike. the hours and: chime the. qdar- 
ters by the H\achiQery of the dock, ,and in 
nngu^ fc»rm a very beautiful peal. The, ling- 
ers are expei;t and. proud of this truly Eoglish 
4istinqtion.' / : : .* ; .^ 



^ Riii|[ing a peal is scarcely known except iniEngland; afi^ 
musical bells are almost strangers in every otbcar country* 
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Ths present remakit M-Mci^nf^'^vilegbs «at 
only tho6e 4^ the ioi^ «f tbe^att(H^ %tt^ 
be found in the MlowiUjg^ dcebimt f^T'tlie^um 
held in th&fiegblitf^ inde^fldeisay etf^^tls rigi^ts 
AS a portion of th& county o!P'N^tfa\kldib'e)Aati<S. 

There are within tbe'l^^attty Of-II«KhaUi; or 
ais it is caUed in' Certftin^i^ts: of ptti4filiki^(! irelaffe^ 
ing thereto, the liberty of Hexham 'and Hex- 
hamshire, two courts for the recovery of debts ; 
vias.oni^ Whicb is *ai courts cfrecdrd^or the re- 
covery 6f debts tb'an^r att^'iint; tlie otfler called 
the Side Court or Court Baron, in which debts 
under forty shillings are recoverable. 

The Court of Record is a very ancient court, 
as will appear from the style thereof hereunder 
written ; and its jurisdiction extends over the 
whole liberty, which comprises the three large 
parishes of Hexham, Allendale, and Saint John 
Lee, in the county of Northumberland. It 
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was ibrmeriy held by the Bishop of ^Hexham, 
and afterwards by the Archbkhops of York, 
when the* Bishopric of Hexham was annexed 
to the arehiepiscopal see of York, as a peculiar 
within its jurisdiction. In the time of King 
Henry VIII. the regality of Hexham with all 
its courts, &c. was given to the king in exchange 
for certain royal possessions granted to the 
archbishop, who still retains ecclesiastical ju- 
risdiction. After remaining some time in the 
hands of the crown, the regality of Hexham^ 
with aU courts, &c. in as full and ample a 
manner as the same were at any time there- 
tofore had, and held by any bishop, archbishop^ 
or by tbe king's majesty, or by any of his royal 
prog)mitol*8, was granted by letters patent to 
those under whom the present owners, Thomas 
Richard Beaumont, Esq. and Diana his wife, 
hold and daim tbe same. 

Robert Hopper Williamson, Esq. of the 
town and county of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Barrister at Law, is the present steward of 
the court of record; ^ and holds the same for 

^ Copy of the ttyfe o£ theCoiirt of Record abore referred to. 

TheB^plityorMimorof Hex-1 The Court of pleas and Court 
ham with the Members in the > of record of Thomas Richard 
Counter of Northumberland. J Beaumont, Esq. and Diana his 
Wife^ Lord^and Lady of the said Manor, holden there the 
— • day of » in the year of our I>ord — before 

Robert Hopper Williamson, Esq. learned Steward of the 
Mttle Court, accoMing to thie customs of the said Regality 
or Mam^ used and api^ved, time whereof the memory 
of man is not to the contrary. 

O 
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trial of causes^ twice in every year, within a 
month after Easter and Michaelmas. 

The Side Court for recovery of small debts 
is held four times a year^ or ofkener as occasion 
may require, before John Bell, the present bai- 
liff of Hexham, who presides as steward of the 
side court, the jurisdiction whereof also ex- 
tends over the whole of the liberty, and, by 
special custom, goods levied under executions 
issuing out of this court, are sold for payment 
of debts and costs. 

There are also held within the liberty of 
Hexham and Hexhamshire a Court-Leet and 
view of Frankpledge, and a Court-Baron, for 
the manor of Anick Grange. The tenements 
depending on this manor lie partly within 
Hexham and partly in other parts of the 
county of Northumberland. At this Court- 
Baron debts under forty shillings are recover- 
able, and,^. by special custom, goods levied 
under executions* issued from this court are 
sold for payment of debts and costs^ ' 

The quarter sessions for the county of Nor- 
thumberland are held here annually at mid- 
summer, in their course with Alnwick, Mor- 
peth, and Newcastle. The acting magistrates 
hold a petty session for the Ward of Tynedale, 
at the White Hart Inn, on the first Tuesday of 

' This account of the courts U printed from the "communica-- 
tion of a gentleman ererj way cagaUe of fumiabing. satiafiictory 
information on the subject; 
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every month. The sessions for the county, as 
well as the courts of the manor, are hdd in the 
Mall, an antique, sombre-looking tower — built 
over a ddTeri^ble archway — on the east side of 
the Market-place. Neither its age nor its origi- 
nal use has been ascertained. There is no proof 
of its having been '< anciently used as an ex- 
ploratory tower," and the notion of its having 
been " the episcopal pdace** is too absurd for 
refutation. It was probably raised for the 
defence oi the abbey or its prc^rty in times 
of danger. Such strengths are not uncommon 
in the vicinity of religious edifices. Wallis 
imagines that the apartment now used as 
the Town-hall or Town-court was originally 
so employed by the bishops and priors of 
Hexham. 

Hexham is not a corporate town, and this 
circumstance makes it worthy of remark, that 
there are four companies or corporate trades, 
who exercise the right of monopoly as strictly 
as is customary in other bodies corporate, or, in 
towns and cities where the government is vested 
in a mayor and corporation. These trades are, 
1st Weavers, 2d Tanners and Shoemakers, 3d 
Skinners and Glovers, and 4th Hatters. ^ 

^ Afler the passing of the act for the diTision of ^e comtnon, 
these trades or bodies chimed a right cf pasture on flezham 
East and West Commons. In their case to counsel they alJow 
that Hexham is not an incorporate town, but assert that the 
sereral people who now claim hare held the right of comtanon 
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The civil government of the town is vested 
in the bailiff y who is appointed by the lord of the 
manor. The dSBce is generally re(;ained durante 
vita, and is of great antiquity, ahhough the 
name is altered^ the bailifi* in former times being 
generally termed the ardifabhop's seaesdbal or 
temporal chancejUor for Hexham^biret ^ T6 

without interruptwit bf^rond tbe memory of mm* It was granted 
that persons who had served a legal apprenticeship to any of the 
trades above mentioned, and who rented a house having a right 
of €ommoD» had wi hid^ that right; btit.tbfijt ^s thej had not 
claimed before the act was passed, and as no clause favourable 
to their claim had been inserted in the act, it was adjudged that 
they had lost thair right; or that it could only be redeemed at 
an expense greater than tli^ common of (Misture would be worth. 
This circumstance is adduced only to shew that the existence of 
the aevteral incorpontioot has been legally admitted* 

* By the 2Tth ' Heiiry VIIl. c. 25, it was enacted that all 
steward's bailifFs and other ministers of any liberties or franchises 
shall make due execution of all processes to them to be directed ; 
that the fines shaD be assessed on bailiffs of liberties for insuffi- 
cient returns, and not upon the nhxanSL Provided alway and be 
it enacted^ that Edward now Archbishop of York and his suc- 
cessors Archbishops of York and their temporal chancellor of 
the shire and liberty qfHeeAmn other idse called HextekJeiham 
for the time being and every of th^m, shall from henceforth be 
Justices of the Peace within the said sbire and liberties of Hex- 
ham, &e. and shall ^xetvise anil use all manoer of things withhi 
the said shire and liberty that appertaineth or bdoogeth to any 
Justice of Peace within any county of this realm of England, &c. 
A. D. 1535. 

By the 14ith Eliapabeth, c. 13, it is ordained, that the territorie, 
franchise, and libertie of Hexam and Hexamshire with the 
liberties of the same may be, is, and shall be taken to be withm 
and part, paroel> an4 member of the countie of Northumberland^ 
and as weU the pl^a^ of tb^ crown as a^ suita betwixt partie and 
partie may pcocee4 and have their due end and trial within the 
isaid countie of Northumberland l^y and before the sheriff and 
4:oroner9 of tj^e said shire and alijo before the justices of the 
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him were delivered all the Qapitulas of the 
crown, to be pleaded by justices whom the 
archbishop should assign for that purpose, oon« 
cerning all things arising within bis manor of 
Hextcrfdesham. * These powers of the bailiff 
declined with the privileges of his lord, whose 
representative he is in the court over which he 
presides, and this is almost the extent of his 
present authority. ^ 

The House of Correction is situated on the 
Tyne Green road. It has no claim to particular 
notice. In its situation or its management there 



peape, justice of gaol .deliveries justice of assise, nisi privs, oyer 
an4 determtntrr, and other officers, and each and every of them 
as the case shall require and take effects as any of the like have 
b^en or ought to bee which have happened or shall happen within 
the said county of Northumberland, and the sheriff and other 
offices q£ the countje of Northumberland for the time being have 
full power and authoritie to execute his or their office and all 
processes to him or them directed within Hexham and Hexham- 
shire and the liberties of the same in as large and ample manner 
as he or the^ may, should, or ought to do within any part of the 
said countie of Northumberland any graunt, priviledge, custom* 
&C. notwithstanding^ Saving to the balife of' the liberties or other 
officers of the said towne of Hexham ana Hexhamshire or the 
liberties thereof all liberties and priviledgesjbr executing qfprom 
cess, return ^ writs, and otherwise as they or any of them of 
right ought to have before the making of this act, a. d. 1 576. 

^ From the writ of Quo Warranto 2l8t Edward 1. After 
which all these prijvileges were confirmed, a. d. 1^5. 

^ Mr. Wallis says (p. 107) that he has the same power 
within his jurisdiction, as the mayor of a cHy, or a jilstito of 
peace within the county. This is erroneons. The bailifF' pos- 
sesses no power c<mip8rable ta that of the mityoralty, and all 
Justiciary matters are cognizable to the ihaghitrates of the cOitnty, 
The present bailiff, Mr. Bell, is not fn the commission. 
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is little to blame, and this is almost the highest 
praise that can be bestowed upon it. The com- 
mon prison is in a very ancient tower, ^ situated 
a few yards from the Free Grammar-SchooL 
Its site is commanding, and its form curious. 
'' It was anciently the town gaol, and is still 
used for this purpose/' (Wallis, p. 106). " It is 
of remarkable architecture; being square, con- 
taining very small apertures to admit the light, 
and having a course of corbels projecting a long 
way from the top. These seem to have sup- 



^ This is the Turris de Hexham in the *< list of castles and 
towers made about 1460/' when it was in possession of the 
Archbishop of York. See Hodgson, voL 7. p. S6, 29. The 
editor of the Beauties of England and Wales (vol. xii. p. 166) 
names this tower and the court-house as *' two towers in the 
circuit of the walls of the old monastery,** and adds the following 
note: — There was a warm dispute between the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland and Sir Ralph Sadler in 1569, concerning Lady 
Carnaby's house being made the residence of the Keeper of 
Tindale, in which Sir Ralph says, *' Hexham is no apte, no mete 
place for the senrice of the keeper of Tyndale. Nor in my tyme 
I am sure there never lay any such in Hexham, saving only Sir 
Reginald Camaby, who had lev^r lie in his own house, tho' It 
were not the metest place for the service than seek any other. 
Never the less, I have learned since my coming hither that Mr. 
Slingsbie hath a great desire to lie in Hexham, where indeed he 
hath lain for the most part this xg moneth, ever since he had 
thoffice, in a house, which if he woll needs lie in Hexham, may 
serve him as well now as it hath done before; and if he be 
weary of that house, yet is there in Hexham ij towers of the 
Queen's m^estie's, which as I am credibly informed,^ with 
thexpence of xiL to make a little reparation, will serve as* good 
a man as Mr. Slingsbie is ; but for his own ease and commodyte 
he must needs have my Lady Carnaby's house ; because it is the 
feirest in the towne." State Papers, vol. i. p. 442. 

Lady Carnaby's house was the old Abbey. Mr. Slingsby's 
house was probably the Maneria of Mr. Hutchinson. He says 
(p. 107) " In the Market-place on the front of an old house, are 
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ported a hanging gallery, and bespeak the tower 
at present not near its original height. The 
founder is not known. Having two dreadful 
dungeons within it, doubtless it has been the 
chief fortress of the place, and was used as a 
prison when the bishops of Hexham possessed 
their palatine jurisdiction." (Hutchin. p. 106). 

On an oaken mantle-piece in this tower is a 
very curious inscription rudely carved, appa- 
rently with no better tool than a common 
knife. Mr. Hutchinson acknowledges himself 
ignorant of its meaning, but thinks it proper to 
insert a copy. His example is here followed. 
All endeavours to discover its import have been 
vain ; but, to prove that the attempt has been 



three coats of armour (arms) in plaster work : opinions are vari^ 
ous what they denominate : the most probable is that the dexter 
arms are those of the Dean and Chapter of York ; the centre, the 
cross of St. Andrew ; and the sinister one, being one of the 
arma catUantia or rebuses, anciently adopted, comprehends the 
name of some churchman. Beneath this is a legend divided into 
three portions, which I read ma- nk- bi/l, perhaps importing the 
manor house, and probably was the mansion of some of the 
Archbishops of York.** 



al@i' 




The S may signify Slingsby, or the name of some other Keeper 
of Tynedale, of whose office the cross keys may have been the 
badge, and the cross his coat slrmorial. 
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made, an effort at elucidation is subjoined, ' in 
the hope that more ingenious or more learned 
readers may be urged to correct what is erro- 
neous, and to discover what is yet in daricness^. 

The want of a resident magistrate, and the 
small power of the bailiff, may be supposed 
prejudicial to the interests of morality; yet 
few places can boast a greater absence of crime 
than Hexham. The lower class of people, 
even now, may be less civilized than their 
neighbours, although an amazing improve- 
ment has been wrought of late years. The 
preamble of au act of) parliament,, .dated little 
more than two hundred years ago, sets forth, 
that in this district ** outrages were daily com- 
mitted, black mail imposed, and persons carried 
away by violence and against their will." The 
same act makes all these crimes felony^ and 
orders that the "names of outlaws shall be 
proclainied in the town of Hexham." ' 



^ Mr. Hutchinson supposes that the first two letters of the 
inscription fix the time to the reign of one of the Jameses^ and 
ascribes the work to a Scotch prisoner. 

Po . . . 8ae the R Peace cIe*Teth by toil 

' In thy ... as the .... • winketh And so dieing 

The light followeth Ye die but to live 

Hfs gzaee and truth S.^.g C.t that so ye shaU 

In my affliction be untome be to be. .. by Hi. . . 

An 

Peter Rees ... I make this of vile tynumy of any . . . man 

But above te P ..... Sit 

wise . . . that the meet to my spirit 

., ..... Assoildif thesBa\llyJi.Q8o,ifiUs . 

;;:/■';, '...'", ''7"" '.'••. . • •.•- . iseith^pifte^ 

* 43 Eliz. imiUf^MlMA. D4(l6aik 
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And wittim the memory of persdns now liv- 
ing an cKlti^adge wadi odmmitted, whidi^ Whatever 
wais its om^tmlmotivey could otily be dusgrace- 
ftil to thb perj^etmtOTs } invohing at once the 
c^mracter of tbe town and neighbodrhood, con- 
founding the iniyoceift with the gullt;^, and im- 
peisiBg on the whole body a' restraint and rigour, 
which, though evil in itself, has been the means 
of' bringing fo^b' niiich'i^tiod; for now those 
degrading confbimajtions are unknown, the laws 
ar^ obeyed; Hot enforced ; and experience and 
mmf^ enkrgt^d i^MS halve changed^ Uie foifiper 
wariihe rudeness d the people of this distrietr 
into a subdued bat charaiGteyistid eiiergy of man^ 
ner, axespeet Jtor drder md th^ constitufion of 
thdir coa»^y, in orte word, into patriotism— a 
rational 16^e i 6f ifreeddm tki ihe laws.^ ^ 

The pvesitifr ^^td ^ the strkts^ in Hexham- 
is not cttrttuciVe Ird'tlptt health of the inhabitants. 
They BJ^^^gstsga^ one large house 

is often twin^ by s&f'era poor families. The 
pavefaielit ha^^beeb: hiid Wrth^ little regard to 
theva»iifdB< (Mr owiveaieiice of pedestrians, and 
lamps^ arb scffiifi^ly knowh. The town is ^' 

^ Amid the general crj for reform and universal represcntatioa, 
it ia iv;oi;t|x7,flf.^i»afk,,tb4it4hf(r€opykoldera pf HezboiQ liare 
r^<fedjji[^:Jfpe»tfii^ ofFenv^.^enfraoiihisementl Whether Ui^y , 
feel the present- safe. and easy; form, of holding and 'couvejing.' 
their estates, ikQ be superior to, the much! jaj^re complex and ex- 
pensive n|94l& pf^nvej.ing^staiies: of, freehold tenure, or nrhether 
thej r^se from. a contempt of the elective privilege, or are 
reiCrained h]r .other motiAres^imuUtremaiti ^ .question* 



11 4r HIST011Y OF HEXHAM. F. I. 

situated that alinost every street is formed on 
a deseeist, ,an< advantage wbicb might be made 
cond udve to a state of greater clesmfiness. The 
vicinity, of the river, the general exeeUenoeof 
the roads^ '. the bridge^ and oth» advaijt^es 
wbkh .will be alluded to hereafter^ are favour- 
able oiKcuaastances, of which the inhabitants do 
not sui&ciently avail themselves. 

The town is supfilied with water from a con- 
siderable distance by two pants or commpR. 
fount^ns. '. One of these was erected by sub- 
seviption ; and the other^/from a Latin inscription^ 
on its fronts appears to have been — Presented ta 
tk^Town bff RoBBBT AiiiiOoan, Esquire, in the 
pgar 1703. Wat^ o£a mteh superior qiiality^ 
is procured from a. well on the west side of the 
Seal, of nK>jre real value than : both the pants. 
These with the bwnsi which pass through the 
town insure a plentiful supply of water; and 
to this circumstaiiceaiidits (galubriottsjsituatioii,. 
tog^thei^ with the invaluable privilege of ex* 
ercise on the Seal, the irifaabitants of Hexham: 
owe that health and longevity which narrow 
streets and the neglect of cleanliness^ have not 
been able to counteract. 



* ** Whereas a parcel of ground lying on tbe soutli nde of the 
chancel or choir belonging to the parish church of Hexham, did 
heretofore lie open and uninclofled, bj reason whereof the same 
was raade use of by mipabers of disorderly persons for . . .'. and 
other offensive things, until it became very nauseous to the 
parishioners/' &c. Therefore a lease is granted by the twenty^ 
four er Testry*m«n to John Robson that he shall possess the ?a3d 
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Hexham could once> boast df very select 
society, as the following writing will prove :— 

Extract from a Boud^ dated 12 Anns« a. d. 1713. 
Thomas WaJlis a foreigner >(probably -a Scdtchmaii) ^ud a 
stranger cometh into the town liberty and reality of Hexham ; 
but by the custom and privilege of this manor, Thomas WaUis 
ought not to reside or make his abode in the said liberty without 
the license of the officers end inhabitants. Therefore T. W. 
becometh bound to conduct himself decently and orderly, and on 
changing his place of abode to give notice, and promiseth on the 
part of himself, his wife, son, and fiimily, that they shall not 
overcharge the commons, moors, or pastures with their cattle, &c. 
.S%ned, sealed, and delivered in the presence of, &c 

At what time this licensing of good company 
commenced, how long it continued, or when it 
was laid aside, is not exactly known. It is 
dated too late to have arisen out of the act 1 1 
Henry VIL cap. 9, from which the following 
is extracted : — 

North and South Tynedale shall be gildable, and parcel of the 
county of Northumberland, and no franchise shall be there, but 
all tlie king's writs and officers shaU be obeyed. {2) And no man 
skall demise any land for years, life, or ai will there, but the 
lessee shall before Jind two sureties having at the least 10/. i. 
i,£x) of freehold within the county <^ Northumberland, to be 
bound by recognizance in £xx to the kkig to make answer 
within eight days of warning to all murders, treasons, felonies, 
^. and the lessor shall forfeit £ x for every acre otherwise let, 
&c, A. D. 1494. 

The bond here given is probably the last of 
its kind. The society of Hexhaiti is now like 

land to be laid out in gardening and other ornamental purposes. 
The original writing of this lease is extant, and yet the church- 
wardens or vestry-men suffer the ground to be occupied ■ 
as the Long Back Side! See p. 21. To remedy the inconve- 
nience that arises from this natural annoyance is the imperious 
duty of the inhabiUnts. The lease is dated 1731. 
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that of other small towns, but rather behind 
its neighboars in refinement. The people are 
social with each other> and hospitable to stran- 
gers. Social parties are very frequent. The 
amusements are cards and conversation, occa- 
sionally assisted by music and dancing. There 
are several assemblies in the year; which are 
numerously attended and spiritedly supported. 
There are annual races with their usual accom- 
paniments, and an elegant and commodious 
little theatre is open a few w^eks in the year. 
The effect of these amuseipents is beginning to 
shew itself in an increased attention tp elegant 
literature, and the polish of ^^cterior manners; 
in short, improvement is the characteristic 
feature in the present state of the society of 
Hexham. 

The attentive reader is now able to form a 
tolerably accurate notion of the present state 
of the town of Hexham. The objects most 
worthy of note in the vicinity, the Natural 
History^ and other subjects less intimately con- 
nected with the present state of the toum, will 
be found in a brief description of the neigh-^ 
bourkood, which may b^ rc»d with greater 
interest after the historifiot details, to which 
the second part is dedicated. 



AI)BITIO?rAL NQfES 
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Chap. i. p. 19. * 

" The Row or Pudding Chare." — The more common name is 
Pudding Row. 

Chap. ii. p. 22. 

" On the dJFision of the common in 1792.^* — May 3d> 1755, is 
the date of the award made bj the commissioners on the division 
of Hexham common. 

Chap., ii* p. S5. 

*' The name Skinner fium."-^Tbe court rolls shew that from 
the earliest period the skinners and tminers have been the prin- 
cipal people of property In Hexham. In a note on Note 5, p. 
t%2, of Sir Walter Scott's '' Lay of the Last Minstrel," Canto I. 
we find *' Skinner's Field, near Melrose, so called by a corruption 
from Sidrmith Field.^ The vicinity of the Battle Hill may give 
a colour to such a derivation here. 

Chap. ii. p. 28. 

** On Tyne Grreen stands 11 wind-mill, &c" — These mills were 
used in grinding bark for tanners ; but the Introduction of steel 
mills on the principle of tiie coffee mill has superseded them. ' The 
low mill, one of those mentioned in note 3, has been lately takto 
down. 

Chap, iu p. 29^ 

** Seems to have given a name to the Bull Bank."— -Within the 
memonr of man it was called Vazie'a Bank; but Its proper name 
Is the kaU Stile Bank. 

Chap. iv. p. 50, Note 8. 
** Holy Island" is so called because it 19 occaiionaUy inaukt^d, 
and because the property it contained went to the endqwin^nt of 
tL$kantfy, 

Chap. vi. p. 64. , . . J 

'* Struck out at a later period."*-^Th4re have beeoi howwrtr, 
tf90 andent communications with the old school from the side 
aisles of the choir. 
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Chap, vl p. 84* 
" Johannes M^lerbe." — As was supposed, this person's name 
does occur in the authentic list of the Conqueroi^s Mowers giren 
in John Brompton's Chronicle. The list is written in M Preneh 
rhjrme> and is very curious and important. It begins 

Vous qe desyrez assaver 

Le nons de grauntz de la mer 

Que rindrent od le conquerour^ 

William Bastard de graunt Wgoure, 

Lours surnons issi tous denys 

Com je le trova en escris. Sec. 
That is ** you who desire to know the name^ of the great men 
who crossed the sea with the Conqueror^ William the Bastard of 
renowned valour, will find theur surnames below as I have found 
them in the rolls, Sec." These rolls contain 245 names, including 
those of our most distinguished nobility. Malerhe h introduced 
thus:— 

Aubevyle & Seynt Amauns, 

Aganter & Dragans, 

Malerbe & Maudut, 

Brewes & Chandut, &c. &c. 

Every name has its peculiar interest/ but here they would be 
out of place. 

Chap. vi. p. 97. 
'' H. S. E./&C."— Beneath this stone lies William Johnston/ 
Merchant, his labours finished, he yielded to the law of Nature, &c. 

Chap. vi. p. 98. 
*• M. S. Patris heui nqnquara \ji filio] visi, &c."— Sacred to. 
the memory of a £|ther whom, alasi his son hadnever seen, of 
a mother who merited the highest filial affection; in token of hk 
piety and of a grateful mind, their son, B. Dixon, hath erected 
this monument, &c. 

Chap. vi. p. 99. 

" Johannes Rotheram, &c."— John Rotheram, Doctor of Medi* 
dne, died l6th March, 1707, in the 68th year of his age. The 
extraordinary stores of his own mind, polished by a deep study 
of the sciences, he impartei] for the public good, ihd not for bis 
own emolument. 

The wish to render every part of this work intelligible to ihe 
English reader, it is hoped will be admitted as an excuse for the 
defective translation of these monumental inscriptions. ' ' 
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ancient &tate, , 



CHAR li 

ORIGIN OF THE TOWN—ROMAN REMAINS. 



The. name of Aa^eloduntMn, could it apply to 
Hexham^ would dmm for the town a British 
rather than a Roman origin ; for it is observabW 
tba.t the conquerors seldom applied names that 
we^e nqt purely Rpman to stations of their own 
forming; and a coiqpound or Boman modifica^ 
tion of a British name is at least, a plausible 
arguip^ent for the British ori^n of the place to 
which it is applie^d* There is no positive evi^ 
dence that the townof Hexham is of Britieih 
origin^' and the patience of the reader shall not 
b|9 lei^hausted ip the dry discussion of vague 
conj?ctuiffts. aiiid , ungrpui^ded alleg^jtions. It$' 
claim to an antiquity coeval with the Roman 
goyernment of Kortbumberland stands on a 
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foundation which, strengthened by long belief 
and the general concurrence of all writers on the 
subject, is not too firm to be shaken. This chap- 
ter shall contain the ^vidteilces on lioth sides, and 
the question being fairly stated, the intelligent 
reader may draw his own conclusions. 

The situation of ^exham, its early mention 
in Saxon history, its neighbourhood to the wall, 
the vicinity of the important stations, Corstopu 
turn (or Curia OtadenorumJ, Hunnvm^ and C%- 
lurnum^ and the convenience of a ford across the 
Ty ne, are all reasonably giqunds for believing it 
to be the site of a Roma;i stfttiop, ai^d the faj^^ is 
supposed to he proved by the discovery of certain 
Roman inscriptions in a crypt of the church. 

*• To our Christian ancestors, the Anglo-Sax- 
ons and Nohnans, we owe the' d^ftclng^'or 
demolbhing of almost every Riotrtatti altar, or 
votive monument, that was discovered in their 
time. Being zealots in ' theii* ^rgdasionk; and 
utterly ignorant of the great use of thdieri^iri^s 
to history, they took ca^ef to enUHdate all marks 
of paganism wherever they fotorid them. For 
their own convfettiency ih^y made^ use of'ttie 
rains of Romaic buildings in t^e erection^ of their 
clnircfeesryet it ii/evklent'that wlienever they 
rtiet witfcah Inscription; like theTurks'in Greeee, * 
th^ dtheY buCr^dd^iiin thBj^fuikti&fi;t\iTneA it 
into) th<* Hv^ll; bt^^, or utterly oMiteftfteditl*** 

' I «'DrikfePrfell^iicuiili'i^/i.p.SS.' ' M' / 
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Thus the situation of these remains is neither 
new nor uncommon. Of their disco vety the fol- 
lowing account is given : — ^The existence of these 
crypts and vaulted passages beneath the church 
had been forgotten, till, on digging to lay the 
foundation of a buttress to support the west end 
of the churdi, the entrance was discovered ; and 
the vaults have been since used as a burial place 
by the descendants of the Rev. Joseph An- 
drewes, A. M. then lecturer of Hexham, whose 
information induced the learned antiquaries Dr. 
Stukeley and Roger Gale, Esq. to descend and 
examine the curiosities concealed in these vaults. 
Mr. Gale imagined that all the walls of the 
crypts were built of stones brought from a Ro- 
man station, which he very naturally supposed 
to be G)rbridge. Fragments of sculptured 
stones, cornices, mouldings, ornaments, and 
inscriptions, are very numerous ; and the two 
following, though not perfect, are curious and 
important. 

(1.) 

LEG. A 

Q. CALPVRNVS 
CONCESSINI 
VS. PEAEF. EQ. 
CAESA. COBI 
ONOTOTAR 
VM. MANV PR 
. A^SUNTISSIMI 
^VMINIS DE. V. S. 
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This inscription Mr. Horsley reads Legato 
AUgustaliProprcclereQuinttis Calpumius Qm^ 
eessinius Proefectus equitum Ccesar^iendttm Co-- 
riofwtatarum^Manuprcesentissimi Numnis Dei 
votum solvit^ p. 248. ^ The last line of the 
inscription above, slightly differs from the copy 
given by Horsley, but the alteration only con- 
firms his reading, to which he adds the following: 
remarks:— 

Thfe ReV. iSfr. Andre wes of Hexham obliged a fHend of mine 
with a copy of the same inscriptions^ which lie had taken. This ' 
inscription (I^o. 1.) is upon^a Roman altar: I had leave to descend 
into the rault and view the inscriptions. I spent some time in 
examining every particular, and have here represented them as I 
found them, with the greatest impartiality. Every word and let- 
ter that remains in this is so plain as to leave no room for any 
deufat; The not taking notice that the altar and inscription are 
both of them imperfect at the top. is the only material defect in the 
former representations. I look upon it as certain, that the letters 
which have fDIed up the deficient part of the Une. have been VG. 
PR PR. for thus the number of letters in this line will answer to the 
number in the others. I think also there have been two or three 
line» ahove, which are broken off: these have probably contained 
the name of the. legate and of the god to whom tiie altar had beea 
inscribed. The conjectures in the letters in Mr. Gordon's appen- 
dix are very ingenious, and the arguments used in support of them 
very learned and curious. The author (Mr. Gale) supposes that here 
is the name of a new legate, as also of a new body of horse, called 
Equites Ccesartenses (or CcstarianiJ CoritmotottB : the name 
Equites Ccesarientes is there justified by a parallel instance in 
Gruter ; and the name Corionoiotce, thait geuftleman supposes ta 
be a corruption of the Roman name of a people in these parts> 
perhaps Curia or Coria Otodinor, and that Corbridge was the 
place. The rest of the inscription be judiciously explains to be a 
flattering acknowledgment of this person, that he was promoted 

^ The legate of Augustus being Propnetor, Quintus Calpumius^ 
Concessiuius prefect of the Cesarian Horse of the Corionototie, 
honoured by the hand of the emperor, erects this altar to his divi^ 
nity—perfouning his vow. 
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by the immediate hand of the emperor; it being no new thing to 
call the emperors gods, and erect altars to them. But in amai' 
Ur to entirely conjectural, it is very excusable to suspend amis 
assent, and the more explanations are offered, it is the more pro- 
bable that the truth will be found out If Q. Calpumius Omeessi' 
nius was the imperial legate, I scarce think that he would in the 
aaroe inacriptioD style himself Prefect of Horse. I rather believe, 
as I hinted before, that the name of the legate-has been above, and 
is broken off. Perhaps it has been sub legato Auguetali, or pro 
sahtti legati August alis. As to4he word Corionototarum, ^ .1 
rather suppose that Ptolemy's Coria or Curia was a town of the 
Gadeni, than of theOtadttu. ^ Ptolemy's Con/afrt are a peojHe 
of one of the Provincial Coesarienses in Britain, and possibly from 
hence these horse might hare the name of Cassarienses Coritani, 
Coriotiotar in the anonymous Ravennas is not unlike this name. 
I suppose it may have been mistaken by some transcriber for Cori^ 
oiiottBorCorimotota; the shape of the Gothic E is not unfavour- 
able to this : but it seems more probable to me,- that it was from 
some more distant country than any part of Britain that these 
troops had the name of Cwsarienses Cortonotoke or Ccesarienses 
Corionototarum. The Crotoniatas (inhabitants of Croton a city in 
Greece) are celebrated by Siraho; according to whom 'the last 
of these was equal to the first of the other Greeks.' 

Possibly this name may have been designed for Crotoniatarum. 
If this be admitted, we may more .easily account for the Greek 
inscriptions at Corbridge and iMnchester, and other evidences 
of Grecian auxiliaries- that appear in the neighl^urhood. The 
explication of the rest of this iosciiption by the same learned 

^ '' Extract of a letter from Sir John Clerk to R. Gale, Esq.-^ 
As to your inscription from Hexham, it u evident the artificer has 
been very unsuccessful, and that his chisel has stammered into 
more syllables than were necessary in the word Corionototarum. 
I humbly think it ought to have been Coriatarum, and that the 
people of Corchester were called Coriatas, as the Spartans of old 
were called Spartiatm or Spartietas, much used by Herodotus?' 
From the MSS. of the late:i2. 6fa/e, Esq. 

^ In proof of the truth of this supposition, see Vth Iter df 
Richard of Cirencester, and that of Antonine; Curia, Corsford 
near Lanark ; Ad Fines, Makendon on Coquet ; Brememo, 
Rochester, RedesdaU; Corstopitum, Corbridge. If we are 
right in 4he modem names we have suggested, the above extract 
is decisive of the question, and Curia and Corbridge cannot be 
identified. 
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gentleman, whom I mentioned abore (Mr. Gale)> is ceitainljr 
ju»t; that PraseiUunnmm Numen Dei signifies the emperor* 
and mauu intimates that Q. Calpumku was advanced to his 
post bj the immediate hand of the emperor^ supposed to be 
Commodus, who least deserved such titles, and yet who most 
insisted on them. I find ^ifflfitiit prcdsenti in an inscription to 
CaracaUa, The word pratenii seems to be used in a difierent 
sense in these cases from that of Horace : 

' Pnesenti tibi maturos largimur honores, 
Jurandasque tuum per Numen ponimus aras !' 

And again in his ode concerning Regulusr- 

' .«— . pnesens divus habebitur 
Augustus adjectis Britannis 
Imperio/ 

It is hard to determine with certainty to what particuliur emperor 
this inscription should be referred. Horsley. 

The second inscription is on a tablet in the 
roof of the north passage to the body of the 
crypt 

(2.) 
IMP. CAES. L. SEP — 
PERTNAX. ET. IMP. C— 

AVR. AKTONIN 

VS I I 



VEXILLATION- 
FE — ^RVNT. 



-HORT 



Imperator Ccesar Lucius Septimim Pertinax 
et Imperator Ccesar MarctLs Aurelius Antoni- 
tms Pius Felix Augustus et Geta Ccesar ^ cohort 
Hum veanllationes fecerunt. ^ 

^ To the emperor Cesar Lucius Septimius Pertinax, and the 
•emperor Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Pius Felix and Geta 
Caesar^ (the soldiers of) the vexillations of tlie cohorts dedicate thb 
monument. 
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There can be no great doubt with relation to the formor part 
of this inscription^ which u not unlike that at Burgh in Rich- 
mondsliire; a copy of which was long ago published by Mr. 
Camden, and rune thus :— /mperaton* Cauari Marco AnUmmo 
ph Aurelio Fetid AuguHo, <^. Then follows a space where 
the name of Geia has been erased. Just so in this inscription at 
Hexham ; after much the same names and titles giren to Severtts 
and CaraeaUa, there follows a small space, where it is manifest 
the words have been designedly erased with a tooL I suppose 
the vesiUatio kgiimis was made up of the several vexillations of 
the particular cohorts ; and perhaps they might retain the name 
o£ vexillaliones cohorlium, when the vexillations of all the cohorts 
of the legion, that is the whole vexillation of the legion Itself, was 
not present. These, then, might be the vexillations of some co- 
horts of one of the legions which were 'emplm/ed in building the 
wall, that might be occasionaUy at Hexham^ and erect this in« 
scription. Some of the inscriptiop facing the right hand is 
covered in the wall on which the inscribed stone rests. , The 
lower part of the stone is also fixed lu die end wall of one of the 
passages into. the vault, allowing the lowest line to be read^ 
though not without difficulty. The letters fe-rvnt are distinct 
and certain, and there b as much room between the E and r as 
will contain ce : so that, beyond all question, it has been feck- 
runt which completes the inscription. The stone has had a 
raised bordering, which has been spoiled and made level when it 
was built up in this place. Horsley* 

Mr. Hutchinson reads this inscription differ- 
ently from Mr. Horsley, stating the first line 
IMP. CAEs. SEV — without the l, and the second 
line VERON. axel. impo. He suggests the 
Verones or VettoneSj a people of Spain, as the 
garrison of Hexham, from the first word in his 
third line, and calls Camden to his aid, who says 
<< that a cohort of Spaniards was stationed at 
Hexham.'* But this is not fidr. Camden sup- 
poses it to be Aocehdunwn where the first cohort 
of the Spaniards was stationed. *^ Quod Romano 
seculo Axelodunum fuisse nomen persuadit, ubi 
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cohors prima Hispanorum statioriem habuit/' 
BriL 651. Mr. Hutchinson objects with greater 
reason to the union of the names Severus and 
Antoninus in this inscription, pointing out the 
disparity between the dates ; ® and Mr. Hodg- 
son, whose copy of this inscription is the most 
correct that has been published, remarks that its 
true reading is very doubtful ; and as the names 
of Pertinacc were Puhlius Helvius, Horsley was 
certainly mistaken in attributing it to that em- 
peror, as he has also been in copying some parts 
of the original. He conjectures that it relates 
to the building or repairing of some granary^ 
and that it is akin to the inscriptions belonging 
to the time of Alexander Severus, and found at 
JEncsL and Cilurnum. ^ 

It will be allowed that it was neqessary to 
give a full account of these remains for their in- 
trinsic value, and because of the place in which 
they were discovered. But the reader will 
perceive that even if the learned were agreed 
as to what these inscriptions really mean^ 
they would throw biit little light upon the 
eiarly history of Hexham. Mr. Horsley says — 

Tliese stones and inscriptions argue Hexham to have been a 
Roman station ; for the plentj of freestone so near, makes it 
improbable diat in the buildings later than fioman they would 
have fetched any stones either from the wall or from Corbridge. 



® Sey. Imp. a. d. 193. Ant. a. d. 137. 
7 See Gruter, p. cxc. No. IS. p. cxcL No. 8. p. mkxviii. No. 
7, 8. Beaut, of Eng. and Wales, vol. xii, p. l60. 
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And this nugfat have been a town in the Roman times, and yet 
not be mentioned in the Itinerary, nor continue so late as till the 
writing of the Notitia. Having elsewhere proved that it is not 
Axdodunum, 1 know not what name to give it, unless we 
suppose it to have been Ptolemy's Epiacum. The siiuafion of 
this does by no means answer ^ but it is plain from Finovium 
and Go/ii^iitR, . that' Ptolemy is here in cond^sion; and the.mu* 
tual distances between these places are not so far wrong as their 
situation. 

Mr. Hutchinson ob$^ryed two effigies in the? 
church, each about 18 inches high, cut in alto- 
relievo in niches on a grit stone. The one he 
takes to be SUfnus^ large-eared, sitting resting 
his head. on his.hand,:his elbow supported on his 
knee. The other he apprehends to be designed, 
for Jupiter. Near, the altar stands a figure of 
stone, about 3 feet 8 inche? high, supporting 
himself on a staffs on his head something that 
appears like a helmet or cap and plume, and 
round his ancle three wreaths or fetters. Thii^ 
he supposes to represent Pan ! Mr. Pennft^t 
calls it ' a ridiculous figure of a bare-footed 
man, with a great club, perhaps a pilgrim;.' 
Ah^ Mr. Hutchinson r^mai^ks in reply tb^t 
^it in no wise represents a pilgrim ; he qaxries, 
no scrip, and wears a cap or helmet J It is 
reasonable, he says, to conjecture they have 
been saved from the ruins when the Roman 
remains in the vault were obtained.^ 



^ These SMppositions of Mr. Hutchinson have been c^d ridi- 
culous, (Qentleman's Magazine), and again his opinion has found 
supporters, (Mack, and Dent's Hist p. S27) ; but nettber party 
seems to have discovered the truth. 
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Some of these effigies are now removed or 
destroyed, but what remains, and the descrip- 
tions of those that are lost^ afford sufficient 
grounds to affirm that they have all had their 
uses, and formed parts of a design perfectly 
adapted to the taste of the times in which, and 
the persons by whom, they were formed. The 
largest figure (Mr. Hutchinson's Pan and Mr. 
Pennant's Pilgrim) is still extant, and appears 
intended to represent an officer of justice, with 
his staff and plume, his feet bared and manacled, 
to shew that within thebounds of sanctuary he 
dared not move towards his design, and that 
there his authority availed him not. This figure 
is placed within a short distance of the Stool of 
Peace. Within a niche is squatted a hare in her 
form, whidi will surely be allowed to be a most 
appropriate emblem of the security of sanctuary, 
and the mode of gaining it— by speedy ffight. 
But more immediately to point out the meaning 
of the emblem, in a neighbouring niche is a 
grotesque figure of a naked man crouching in 
his concealment ^^ resting his head on his hiandr 
and laughing at his eifiemies; this is Mri Hut- 
chinson's SilenuS. His last figure, Jupiter, 
seems intended to poitit but the guardian power 
of the church. He is richly dressed and armed, 
in an attitude of ease and security, and was 
pyobably pkced at the door of the oratory or 
beside the Stool of Peace, as the genius hd, or 
presiding power. 
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Let the reader compare ihis interpcftation 
with Mr. HuteSiinson's figures; and wlienhe has 
obnsidered thdr etident identity with tbe other 
sculptures of the shrine, the attempt at alle^ 
gory in thek design — which was the peculiar 
t^steof the time when they were formed — ^tfaeir 
perfect correspondence with the style of that 
age, and the direct contradictibn to every thing 
Rbtnan in their costume, ornametits, situation, 
and use, he will surely be convinced that their 
date is not prior to the building of the shrine, 
that it is absurd to call them Roman remains, 
and, therefore, that they cannot be considered 
fits affording any evidence of the Roman origin 
of Hexham. 

That Hexham was the Eptacum of Ptolemy 
rests merely oh Mr. Horsley's supposition, while 
it is proved on good grounds that Mbchester is 
the real site of JEpiacum. * 

But if Hexhain be a Roman town, jvhy 
has it no name either in the Itineraries 
or the Notitia f-^It may have^existed utano- 
ticed by either. To Mr. Hordey's argument, 
that it is improbable these stones should huve 
been brought from a distance, may be opposed 
the opinion of one of the discoverers, Mn Gale, 
who brieves them to have belonged originally 
to Corbridge. Besides, at Dilston, in the face 

^ See Richard of Ciieiioefter, 3S— 5S. Beaut.'Eng. and Wales, 
zii. 158. Whitaker's Manchester, i, 54, &c. 

R 
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of endless rocks of a fine stone, a piece of beau- 
tilttl Boman sculpture forms the lintel of the 
door to^ a common farm-house ; Walwick 
Grange, wbidi boasts of its beautiful remains^ 
is at a considerable distance from Cilumum, as 
is Newbrugh from ProcoUtia ; yet the viHage 
is built out of that station. Four Stones, St. 
Oswald's,, and' St. John Lee, are at a consi- 
derable distance fvom any Roman station ; but 
at each of these places large altars and other 
sculptured stones are, even now, standing, and 
often without any evident purpose. A Roman 
stone is walled up in the corner of a house at 
Hermitage, exactly opposite to Heocliam^ which 
Warburton referred to Corbridge, in opposition 
to* Mr. Coatsworth the proprietor, who sup- 
posed, it came from the wall. After so many 
parallel instances, where is the improbability 
that these stones should have been brought 
fiom Corbridge at the building of Hexlmm 
Abbey,, or when the whole station was digged 
4ip by King John — then at Hexbam*-or even 
at a later period ? 

If, however, it be still maintained that Hei- 
ham is a Roman station, what are its limits ? 
Why is it on the south bank of the river ? How 
isomes it that no Roman miUtary way is tracer 
able between it and the stations at Corbridge^ 
Halton, and Walwick? And why is there no 
connexion between Hexham and that Roman 
road, which, branching from Ermin-street, a 
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very little south of Corbridge, stretches away 
through Dilston Park, over Hexham Fell, 
within two miles of the town, thence to Old 
Town in Allendale, and meets the Maiden 
Way at Whitley Castle? How comes it, that, 
excepting the remains in the church, no urn, 
coin^ brick, tile, or even the minutest evidence 
of the presence of the Romans, has ever been 
found at Hexham? To the valuable collections 
of Mr. W, H. Clarke,^and the late Mr, Brunnen, 
where many very curious remains discovered in 
the neighbouring stations hold a conspicuous 
place, Hexham has afforded nothing Roman! 
Upon the whole, the most probable conjecture 
is that of Mr. Horsley, that, if Hexham has 
been occupied by the Romans at all, it could 
only have been by the vexillations of the co- 
horts, who were occasionally >at iHexham while 
their legion was employed on>the walL 
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CHAP. I!. 

STATE OF HEXHAld BEFORE TJIE COMIKG OF 
WIl^FltlD— HIS YOUTH— HIS SUCCESS DUR- 
ING THE REIGN OF QSWY— HE IS MADK 
PEIMATE OF !lJORTHUMBEBLA.ND— iSUCCEiS- 
8ION OF EGBERT AND ETHELDRKDA^ — 

. FOUNDATION OF ST* ANDREW'S CHURCH^p^ 
DESCRIPTION OF ITS A^CL^NT STATB-^- 
PROGRESS OF THE TOWN OF HE3^HAM. 



/ " 

The olottdfi'of (uneertainty and mere conjei^iure 
which kivblve the Britii^baiiid B^omai) p^ods of 
the histOFy of HeKham are dispelled as we ad* 
vaaoe by the dear light of truth. The sandy 
and infirm foundations o^-siarmiseand'probability 
lead at length to the broad way pointed out by 
the collected land-marks of well-founded and 
well-preserved tradition, and to the sure and 
certain ground of authenticated record and 
^tcknowledged history. 

There is perhaps no fact of early times, assur<» 
«dly no fact of merely local importance, more 
clearly defined or copiously illustrated than the 
foundation, rise, and progress of the church of 
Hexham. A few British monuments scattered 
over the face of the neighbouring country, and 
certain British remains occasionally discovered 



I 
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m the iniiiieiliate Viieinit}% seean to hhit that 
HexiiMD iras a^town af the aborigiiial Britons. 
1Dhe 'Opoiioii of munQr illustrious writers, and 
discdirerias irhlch giTe^a colour and a probability 
to^tiieir conjecbures, naight warrant us in the 
belief that Hexham had been, at least occa$ion-^ 
sifyi inhaUil^ by tiiecr OSoman oomq^erors. 
, But the andent inbWbitanfts passing away, 
]d% hpt A few fleeting and dubious reoords 
of ithear presenee. S%ieir lon^y Rasters had 
been caiUed &om <the conqwest of ithe world to 
repd in turn tthe invaders .of ^tfaeir tnative coon- 
4ry ; ito hear the cry <ii tenor in their streets, 
tbeidMMtBofforcagn triumph in their cities; to 
sisfe the btaaeofvengeaneeteonsame their deities 
ki tlieir ^kenvples, €beir famflies in' iheir houses, 
aliii to feebat^home tiieborrorp, tbe destruction, 
aiMi*he*cam(Eige, which they had spread abroad 
amonjBC the na^ns. The eagie of Rome, whose 
region was the world, found the flsimes of wa^ 
"wdtthiti &bs aery; :and its proud, imperial brood 
became^ prey to the ^ ciioti^s^ 4nd t0iik^*'4^ 
liarbai&8t». Qtaatedby tbcfir^atiie^, ^^li/i^iiAt^ 
rept v41o«r 4sn,d acquited^dispend^nce «of ttie 
Britons tMde ihmn aJiterhately (tbd vanquish- 
ers of their foes and the slaves of their friends ; 
and, after numermis vicissitudes, we find the 
liJQClrhumbiian scept]:;ejmayed(b]r. a Saxon tking, 
over a Saxon people. ' ;Tli^ diar>:n?ss of ij^b- 
^a»ce and the .gloom. >0f.b.^tben superstition 
sattk Wore the ttioi-niiig light of the gos- 
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pel. il^dwin, the king, had been baptized by 
Faulinus the apostle of the Northumbrians^ the 
disciple of Gregory the pope. The dbiurch of 
St. Peter's had been founded at York, and the 
people of Deira bare the name of Christians. 
[a.d.622.]' 

The examine of the Christian king and martyr^ 
OswaldiBXid the preaching of Aidan the bishop, 
induced the Bernicians to receive the gospeL 
The mild precepts of the Christian volume had 
softened the rigour of the Saxon character. And 
the ; hopcrinspiring picture of the Almighty 
Creator^, seen by tibe dear light of revelation, 
jiad bamshed ;foi' ever the fables of heathenism 
und the rites and divinity of Woden and bis 
fearful brethren. Northumberland was Chris- 
ttaQ. [a. d, 698.] A second Christian temple 
had been reared .at Lindisfarn^ and the third 
Kotthumbrian ) church was that of Hexham. 
[a, d. 67$.] 

Mgjrid the sixth Saxon and the fifth Chris- 
ttian king of Northumberland (i. e. of the united 
provinces pf JP^m and Bemkia) * ascended the 
throne, 4^ D. 67fi» in the. 25th year of his age. 
He waa a daring, turbulent, and restless prince, 

, ; ',,; ^ Sim. Qunelm*; Ric* Hagul. 

' \^^ Aft^r there had been six kings of Bemida, JEUe, king of 
peiret, suc^ceeded to the throne of both provinces, under the name 
ot Northumberland. I^SBTO Matthew of Westminster. After 
(bur reigns,; it was a second time divided, reunited; a third 
time divided, and again united by (kweo the father of Egfrid* 



C. II. ANCIENT STATE. 135 

turning his armis alterniU?ely against the Mc^^ 
cians, the Picts, and the Irish. ^ He married 
JStheldreda, daughter bf Anna, kiiig of the East 
Angles, and widow of Tbnbert, * a nobleman of 
great power in Huntingdonslure and the adjcnn- 
ing counties.'^ In her life she was venerated^ 
and, after her death, canonized for her devotion 
and her numerous virtues, and particularly for 
her chastity, which she valued so highly, that 
during both marriages she preserved her vir- 
ginity, and filially exchanged the coron^tfy^ the 
veil, and the palace for the cloister.^ She dis* 
tingnished with her particular friendship WiU 
fHd of Eipon, at that time arqhbishop of York, 
and the greatest ornament of the Northumbrian 
court. Like his royal patroness, Wilfrid was dis- 
tinguished for enthusiastio zeal in %he caus? of 
religion, or the wdfare of the church ; ^ and» lik|9 
her, was rewarded with the honoiir of sainthood. 
Up to this period his life had been one scene of 

^ Bede, lib. iv. .| * HiUchli^iop, f)D|l. i^ ; 

^ Her first marriage fenttnued thjree years, . and her secpiid 
twelre. Bede, book iF. Ric. Hag. cap. L Dugdale Monast. 
▼ol. ii. She took the veil in the abbey of Colding^am ubder the 
fiuiions abb^s, Ebba. Thence she remoresd to t|ie monastery of 
Ely, which she had founded, and where she continued abbess tiD her 
death. Bede. Her pious donations were equal to her exemplary 
austerities. Hutdunson. In the short period of two centuries, 
thiiee English king».a^ queens resigned the splendours of royalty 
fo)r the retirement of the cloister. Gregory's Church Hist. 

® His devotion to the ordinances of the church cvf Rome) early 
distinguished Wilfrid, and induced him to take a large share in 
the celebrated contest concerning. tihie proper cte^^ration of Easter. 
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siiccessfoil endeavour, his ambition wa^ grati^^ 
with the * golden opinions of all kirtd» of mesi/ 
and ecelesiastieal power almost 8iit>reftiei Kirhile 
his araiiee was satmted with the more aoUd 
poss^Mion of immeme temporal wealth. 0€ 
tfyese vices' his demies accuse him^ wd hia 
defenders do not deny the char^^ His ^piely 
Was liiSLppf in thd appiicstion of hia great r&vi^ 
nues to the ' advancenrenti of ^ reKgion ; bid libe* 
rality^ wiatfexerdsed in^ unceasing acts of cfaatity. 
With thefte virtues his friendsr adcnrn Mm, ' and 
histc^y acknowledges his daitaa to their ipraisc^.^ 
In an age when faith was credulity^ fi»d tbe 
duties of religion were silppossBd. to iA>nsist in 
exterior acts of devotion, wh^ love to: God 
was measured by bai^olence t6 the chtireb, 
ambition and piety, liberality andavaritie^weare 
hot incompatible. To be esteemied' reiigioii% 
it « was more ncfcessary to seem than to be so*; 
and amidst the parade of virtue and the pride 
of superior sanctity, we find that the truly 
Christian ttistiUctioirirsI — humiMty and universal 
charity, were scarcely known or valued; Many 
of our early saints were rude, imperious, arro- 
gant, morose, and selfish, pr6ud, reviengcrfoly and 

Hi *%ah iU disixiU Mim Colriadn fcishop <if LilMfefarii. A sy- 
hbd ^y ass^mbl^i{> at Whtdi Os^y and Alfred predded; Hel« 
Wuflrid cohfuted the arguments of the Scots, tepvoired thekli for 
their schiso^, exposed, the error of their doctrine, and promulgated 
tJie catholic ride fpr' tie observance of Easter. T. Stubbsf. 

7 Edditts; WrtlattofMdmrtHify. 
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ambitiottfi. wan aU tife^istenier virtues of an 
iron Bge ia mmeds and religion, Wilfrid appears 
to iftave ^pMBessedL many of its vices. He wm a 
native <3t Nortimmbetdand, «id apparea% of 
poor origin^ ibr^ at the age of fourteen, he •came 
to Lmdai/km, and iieeaBie ^^ the servant of the 
monks,''* nftoie jstakeHty their pupil. After 
remainiiig tsoaie years in tliait monastery, he 
removed to Scotland, and thenoe to Rome,, 
where he was honour^y received by. the inost 
learned Boniface. Havingimproved in religious 
information, <and distin^uisfaed himself at Bome, 
be'Set out for his native country, hurt was detain- 
ed in Gaiil three years by the friends(hip of Deil^ 
finus of Lyona. ^ Wilfrid was el^nt in pewon, 
aooomplished, affable in demeaiior,.and agreeable 
and popular in his manners. On his way from 
Gaul, he laid itbe. foundation of a friendship with 
Alcfiid, ( Aimd, or iEMrid), the son of Oswy king 
of Noithumberland, called aUo king, but not 
in reality possessing any government either in 
Cldira or BerniGia» ^ although his influence with 

^ Tbom. .Stubl}s> Act .P<mt. £bor. 

- '^ Di^fiims was archbishop of Lyons. Bj him Wilfrid was 
highly esteemed, and at his hands he was ordained priest. The 
gratitude of VHIfrid shews him worthy df the love of his master ; 
lor when Dalfinus was condemned to death by the cruelty of 
queen Brunegyld, Wilfrid offered to die for him, -and when that 
was refused, expressed his wish to be beheaded with his patron. 
Stubbs, Act. Pont. Ebor. 

^ Mr. Carte fixes him on the throne of Bernicia ; and Mr. 
Smith, in his uot^a on;!, iil c. 28, settli^s him id the government 

8 
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his father appears to have been conidderable. 
Wilfrid became his tutor and friend, and seems 
to have shared in the councils of his father. Thus 
honoured and distinguished in the court of Nor- 
thumbrian the mitre was within his reach. The 
mild and humble Cedda, tired of the toils of this 
world and anxious to prepare himself for a bet- 
ter, resigned the bish(^ric of York, or rather the 
episcopacy of Northumberland, and retired to 
his monastery of Lestingfwy. * This vacancy 

of Deira. But he enjoyed neither the one nor the other. He b 
called king, as the princes of the blood used to be equally among 
the Britons and the Saxons. Thus Edwin breaking into West 
Saxony, then under Cuichelme, is said to have slain five kmgs. 
Sax. Chron. 626. Whitaker's Hist. Manchester, vol. ii. p. 491. 

' Bede» 1. y. c. 19. It has been asserted that Wilfrid was at 
first only bishop of Hexham—-'' Hangustaldensis ecclesie fuerat 
episcopus constitutus, cui quia consilia providus et actione 
atrenuus, curam Eboracehsis ecclesis tunc per resignationero 
Cedde episcopi vacantis commisit Deirorum Rex Oswius." 
Stubbs, Act. Pont. Ebor. Inter Decern Scrip, vol. ii. p. iGQO. 
The same is asserted by Gervasius of Canterbury ; and Richard 
af Hexham seems to give the foundation of the see <^ Hexham to 
Wilfrid. But, speaking of its erection, he always calls Wilfrid 
hishap of York See preface, de tempore consulum, '* a beatae 
memorie Wiffrido Eboracensi Episcopo, in honore St Andrese 
Apostoli Hagustaldensis Ecclesis fundata est" In cap. i. he says, 
*' ill! iijquam jam existenti Eboracensi episcopo, &c. &c. dedit.*' 
In cap. 6. — •* Sanctus Wilfridus suae, hoc est Eboracensis, nee 
non et omnium ' Northanhjfmbrorutn Episcopatum suscepit cu- 
ram. Itaque eo tempore Hie solus pontifex erat in toto regno 
Regis Oswii id est in tota gente Deirorum et Bermiciorum (see 
note 1. p. 137 ) et eiiam super Briiones, et super Scottos de Xiit- 
disfamensi Insula et super Piclos, quia Candida casa nondum 
•episcopum proprium habuerat." Eddius asserts him to hare been 
the only bishop of the Northumbrians, and Bede, 1. iv. c 23, 
says he was " Eboracensis Ecclesia— ordinatus episcopus." On 
the whole, it is pretty clear that the bishopric of Hexham and 
Lindisfarn are dated too far back^ and that Theodore was the 
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occurred haq>pily for Wilfridj who, by the au- 
thority of .Oshiry, and at the ifequeist of Alfrid. 
was appointed bishop of the Northumbriand. 
In Gaul he had been ordained a priest, and to 
Gaul he went to be consecrated bishop. At 
Compendium he met eleven bishops, amongst 
whom was Gilbert bishop of Paris, by whom he 
was consecrated, and thus honourably began his 
ministry. 

Thus speaks the general voice of history. 
Richard of Hexham, however, gives a very dif- 
ferent account, and his relation is worthy of 
attention. His words are — ^that *^ Colman of 
Lihdisfarn, bishop of the Northumbrians, over- 
come by Wilfrid (at that time a priest) in the 
contest concerning Easter» retired into Scotland, 
his native (X)untry ; and that Jhida was ordained 
bishop in his stead, whose death was almost 
immediate. In the same year, 684, the Sl$ld of 
the reign of Oswy and the 80th of Wilfrid's age, 
with the general consent of Oswy, his son Alfrid> 
the wise men oi the kingdom, and with the wish 
of the clergy aiid people, Wilfrid was elected to 
the church of York, and by Alfrid sent to Gsi,\xl 
to be consecrated, since in England the primacy 
was vacant, and there was none who could ca- 
nottieally consecrate him to the see of York. 
By the command of the king of France, he went 

founder of both, and their real date wslh at the synod of 678, till 
when, York was the only episcopal see in the kingdom of Nor- 
thumbria. 
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to C&mpendimm^ atui wius there cmsecipaied a^ 
Itefere related. . Btit^ saij^s Richand^ het% he tar* 
ried'sd Ibrrg, that ceft-tian pei9(^s aivioug of bis 
victory cnrer C(>lk»Mii^ pcrsoad^ die king that 
he had aeeept^d st> ftn«ign bishopric; At windi 
0»wy etiragiE^d, eialied frofli his convent Cedda^ 
dbbeHt of L^stit)gaey> ^ and s€»nt him ts^CanteF- 
bury, tvhejtf b« fdund the atobbishop lA^MrienKf 
dead. * He turned to the West Saxons^ and was 
otdaified by WinCi their bisbop; and return- 
iti^ governed tbe eharch of York tor twd? yean. 
In th^ second year of his election, W2fiid 
netntned, and when the rumour reached hixa 
that Cedda had itsdrped his seat, with, a calm 
cduritenance and cheetfal boBdm, he relked ta 
his monastery at tlipon; and thoagb soi^ted 
by the kings of Kent aiid Mercia to aco^t their 
V£U)ant bishoprics^ he continned three years in 
privacy and in the continual wdrship of God In 
689* Theodore was appointed to the see of Can- 
terbury, and by his decree C^d^ was deposed^ 
and retired to hi$ content of LeMingaey^'* ^ 

In this narrative, which contvadicta aU. the 
other authorities, Richard acknowledges th^ 
right of intefferenee in the eedewatioal af^ 

' Afid brother of thit biihop of London. Gerrase, A^^tim Poof- 
Cant, de Sanct. Deiiadedit 

* It is extraorcUnary that Ormy should send Cedda to Canter^ 
burj to be ordained, just after liis son had sent Wil&id to Gaulj. 
because he eould not be consecrated in England. 

^ Ric. de Stat, et Epis Hug. £ce. lib. 1. cap. 6. 
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fairs of KoMhuiobeiiAfld which wa& dftimed by 
TheodcNfe, opposed by Wilfrid, and which is 
afterwards deaiod by Riehavd himself. On the 
other hand, it is asserted that Wilfrid tciturniiig 
from Gaul, found ELonorios dead* and the see of 
Cantert>ury vaeant, and that therefore Wilfrid 
offdaiiijed priests and deacons in that diooese in 
the absence of Theodore^ who was already on his 
journey; and thus himself begjan tbeintei^ference 
which, he .fi£terwards so severely reprobated.^ 
If then» as i^ dear» Wilfrid sucoaBded to the see 
of York during^ the life of Oswy^ who died on 
the 15th of February, 670, after a life of 58 and 
a reign of 28 years, it was utterly impossible 
that he could have been previoudy bishop of 
Hexham, where there was no church till thermgn 
of £gfrid, and in the year 67S. 

About this latter date then did Wilfrid obtain 
from Etheldreda, the queen of Egfrid, a, grant 
of the whole territory <^ Hexhamshire, coexten- 
sire with the present barony, and including the 
tbrte parishes of H^Khai«y Allendale^ and Si. 
John Lee. This tenritoiy was the marriage 
dower of Etiieldfeda, and at her own disposal ; ^ 
and immediately oa the acceptance of her gift, 
Wilfrid set himself to his favmmte task— to 
build a church and monastery. The beauty, 

^ Thli secduat b f^en by 9ttibbtf, vAo must be in error; for 
DetadedH, And not Honmutj tfttf the predecessor of Theodore. 
Sc^Gemtie, Aet. Pont.CM. 

^ Ridiaf a of Hozham. EcUiu^^ 
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the splendour, the sublimity of this butldrtig; 
have employed the pens and called forth the 
admiration of historians; It was decficated to 
St. Andrew the apostle. His clsitik to the 
dedication was of course a miracle, ^ and the 
wonderful execution of the church was deemed 
but little less. Secret cells, and subterranean 
oratories, were laid with wondrous industry 
beneath ; walls, ii^ three distinct stories, of im- 
mense height and. length, and supported by 
well-polished columns, were erected above. The 
capitals of the columns, the arch of the sanctu-- 
ary^ or the chancel, and the walls themselves, were 
decorated with historical, fanciful, and unknown 
figures, projecting from the stone, and with 
pictures of various colours, and of most ingeni- 
ous device. The body of the church was every 
where surrounded with aisles and porches; which 
by incommunicable art were distinguished with 
walls and spires above and below. Various and 
most curious galleries leading backwards and 
forwards artfully comtnunicated with every part 
of the 'building. In these spires and galleries 
innumerable multitudes might' stand around 

' WiUip4 OD his first ybit. to Borne ,vas .ncfausloi^e^ .^apipesflj 
to pray fer the xemission of his sins iij the churcK of St Andrew 
?there. ^ He besought the sidnt th^ he might \iwe some pr<Mf that 
his petitions were heard* and proposed as a test of theur acceptance 
that for, his pr^se^t slowness of mind and rusticity of language, he 
might be endued with the opposite qualities. The sami delayed 
not, but immediately gifted Wilfrid with a lively wit and happi- 
ness of speech to the delight of his frleids and the honour of St. 
Andrew. Richard of Hexham, lib. 1. cap. 3. 



tk n. ANOiENT STATE* 143 

the body <^the church, and yet remain unseen 
hj tkiose Within. Oratories, as secret as they 
wer^ beautiful, were with diligence and cau« 
tion erected m ikese towers and poicbes ; and 
iA them w^e iair ami welLappointed altars 
dedicated to the Virgin Mother, to St Michael 
the Archangel, and tx> St. John the Baptist, to 
the holy aposttes, martyrs, confessors, and vir- 
gins. Some of thes^ turrets and baf tlenients 
remain to this day. ^ But to dedare how many 
and of '^hom were the holy relics of saints, 
how many and whb were the religious persons, 
and 'how great the number of the servants of 
God who were assembled here, how magnificent 
and valuable were the precious treasures of 
books, vestments, utensils, and ornaments for 
the use of the church collected in this temple— 
to declare all these things were to exhaust the 
power of words, and the poverty of our language 
would be insufficient to eflFect it. The church 
was surrounded with a strong and high wall, and 
aqueducts of hollow stone passed through the 
midst of the town for the use of the offices. 
Of nine monasteries over which Wilfrid of 
Ripon presided, amongst all the fair and skilful 
buildings of England, this was the first in excel- 
lence and beauty ; and, finally, nothing equal to 
it could be found on this side of the Alps* ^ 

'^ In the time of Richard of Hexham, who died in the 2d year 
of Rich. I. A. t). 1190. 

. * Richard of Hexham, b. I, cap. 3. Eddiu», Vit Wilf. 
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This icurioas acoDuat of the first cbuseh of 
Hexham conveys much iafonnatifin. TUs yre 
find was the fiust church in England fauilt in 
tbe now usual £Nrm, wUh « chaneelnnd ai$k»^ 
the arcm iomtmarU sxAMppenticUoi Kichari* 
HexhamiMfi tliB fifth chwch of stone in theae 
kingdoms; ^ and as it is allowed that thi^ first 
g^s windows seen in *he north were used by 
WflftMia his church of York,* we have eyery 
ueaaon to (brieve that Hexham was distinguishr 
ed by thai most useful omasnent. When these 
notvelties are cmisidered, and that mwy of the 
workmeuiensffloyedln theereetion^of <th)s<chureh 
^meK Smekga atrtists of asDonence^ induced by the 
liberality 6Df WiJfiid to deave then- native couo^ 
try/twhmioisiotyai magnifieent taate and ampk 
t&f&xasi aire nemendbeDed^ the pompous but 
ourioos aoDouats dof Eddius a»d Badffivd will 
appear deserving lof Mriof, ^and the seeming «x- 
aggeiiBtiM andiattempt Bt impoaiitaen, in tbeir 
rspe^ited OTritanrotiems nf stti^riBC and admara- 

» g«f yaMUe tnmoviu on tkis :p«88«ge Hi Wfcitoket^^ Ifitt rf 
Man^hester^ «^pL U. ^. 421 . 

^ The fiwt wag Gan^da Casi^ «o called filoro.t3^ 4»Ai<cii«« of 
the stone, .and vulgarly Whit-hem for a similar reason. The 
second Church ttf stone was^egun at York'by EdWm, attfl finyhed 
\!ff Wilfrid Xbe ilurd was the chuwb of lirvocdn. Xhe foMrth 
was that of Ripon, built by Wilfrid. And the fifth was Wilfrid's 
church ^flexham. Eddius. See also Mac^herson^s Annals of 
Commerce, i. 2S8. 

3 -More probably than by Benedict Biwjop at the abbey irf 
Weamwuth^ K9 whom^he introduction is usually attributed. 
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tioR, will be softened down to sober history and 
true description. 

Wilfrid procured for his church of Hexbairi 
the privilege of sahetuary. ^ This right, sdsys 
Ki^atd (cap. v.) was confirmed by the authority 
of the papal see, of archbishops and bishops, of 
kihgs and princes, Scotch as well as Engl^h; 
which privilege^ he adds, exists at present^ and 
will be, with the grace of God, perpetually pre- 
served. The sanctuary ext^ided for one nsile 
around the church, or, to thofour crosses at un-i^ 
equal distances from the town, the greatest spmee 
beiag properly allowed towards the north, on 
account of the difikulty of crossing the river. ^ 

^ A capkal ofTeHder flying ^ sanctaar j obtained his Ms, but 
was obliged to make the stated satisfaction to the law ; and an 
inferior criminal &ad all his stripes remitted to him. Ina^ L. L. 5w 
Wbitdrer, iL 474^ Sanetuarj was instituted by Moses, Exod. 
zxl IS. Asyla were early appointed among the Gredcs. 
Romulus made Rome a sanctuary ; Constantine transferred the 
priirllejpe from the h^athien temple to the Christian church. Hos* 
pin, p. 79. It was limited by Henry VIIL again farther by 
Edward VL and abolished by James I. Archsologiai toL viii^ 
Gregory's Church HIstdry, &c. 

^ A m^dlo impetu, ipsius (Tinee) flumims indptt pax prsfate 
Ecclesis, sed quia propter frequentes et nimias inundationes, in 
medio fiuminis InHgi (cruces) non poterant^ que ibi ponl.debue* 
rant in ripa ipsius cruces posits sunt. Ric. Hag. lib. ii. cap. 14. 
'* This church possessed that ignominious priFilege called sanctuary, 
on which the disqualifying statute ^xes an everlasting stigma by 
enacting that gross offenders against the laws taking sanctuary 
ac the altar, or any consecrated place, shall he out of the protec* 
tion of churches, implying that such pollutions had rendered 
obnoxious even the most sacred' places." Hutchinson, i. 9^. In 
1393 thiere wars A iuit concerning this privilege. The archbishop 
pleaded imrneriMtiii usa]^, and the king ahd council established 
his rvght. Beaut. £ng. and Wales, xif. l65. 



14ff HISTOBY OF H£X«AM. F. IJL 

In part n^ cap^ 14, Ridiard speaks more dis-^ 
tinctly on this subject. If, says he, any one 
be rash enough and wicked enough to break 
the perpetual peace granted to the church o^ 
Hexhara, and to seize any one flying thither 
to sanctuary from the east or from> the west, 
from the north or from the south, within the 
four crosses^ on^ the outside of the town of Hex- 
ham, the offender shall pu^rchase his pardon and 
redemption in the sum of 2 hundredh (£l6.> 
If within the town, 4 hundredh; if within the 
court or outward wall of the church, 6 hundredh r 
if within the church he shall be amerced 12 hun- 
dredh ; if within the doors of the choir, 18 hun- 
dredh ; and shall be enjoined penance as for 
sacrilege. But if any one, hurried by the spirit 
of the devil, shall presume to seize him who shall 
seat himself in the stone chair beside the altar, 
called in English the Frid-stool, that is, the 
€hair ofpeaee^ ^ or even, at the wmdow of the 

* The Ffid-siool is a stone seat of high antiquity, reiy pro- 
bably the seat in which the bishops of the see were consecrated, 
perhaps even that in which the kings of Northumbria were 
crowned. At Beverley is a similar stool applied to the same pur- 
pose, and distinguished by the same name. It bears the fbllowing 
inscription :-— 

Heec Sedes Lapidea Freed'Siool 

Dicitur, 1. pacis Cathedra, 

Ad quam Reus iugiendo 

Perveniens omnimodam 

Habet securitatem. 
This stone seat is called the Freed-slool, thai is^ the chair of 
peace, to which if any oneJUfingJbr safety comeih, he shall bt 
altogether secure. Camden, p. 578. Ed. 1590. The conmatioft 
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lioly^' relies whidi is behind the altar; for such 
flagitiiyiis sacrilege no pecuniaty atonement shall 
^uflSee; ' but ^he* shdil bfe ^lled in English. Boxo- 
L.OS, i. e. bey bnd the reach of pardon. * 

Thtis'fkf tiie origin and rise of Si Andrew^k 

Church are clearly shewn/ while some i light is 

thrown upon the history irftbe town i6f JHex- 

h^tn^ TbaO iSkef6 was then a town here is c^rtaiii 

fnotn^tbe tiepibted mdntioh of it by Mohard^ 

wbo more than once expressly declares that 

Btbeldf^ifta gave the toiam and the adjinning 

territory to Wilfrid, ' and, fartfeer, by the fatet 

that WiUHd found two other (^nirches^necessasy 

berides the Abbey churdi of St. Andrew%^>4;he 

chapel of his monasti^ry . * Of St. Mary "^ tibdugfa 

few vestiges remsdn, these speak' the muhifi- 

o^nt spirit of its founder. The third church, 

dedicated to St Peter, exists only in the his- 

t&ry of Richaitd. TiiKi^ has left no trace of 

its walls, tradition has preserved no recollection 

of its site, and the eye of the antiquary seeks 

chair, and the act of chairing the nevrly-elected member in our 
boroughs, are vemaint ofwery ancient customs, and seem to throw 
light upon the preservation of these chairs in sacred places. 

^ Botolos, fine Em^ndatione, pro Botleas ut in LL. Canuti 
Pditicis cap. Si, From the Saxon bot, compemation ; whence 
our 4o boot, i. e. in compensatioD, with the priFative kss, as in 
many other words. 

^ Predktam ^jillarn cum circumjacente regione, (cap. i.) Per 
mediam piUam, <cap. 3.) In eadem viUa, (cap. 4.) «« Hextoldes- 
ham cum circumjacente regione quam a Rege Egfrido in dotem 
accepisse creditur," (cap. 7, &c.) 

8 Parti, p. is, 52, 53. 
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in vain to . find the place : it: occupied, t From 
these fac%s, however, Hexbam must hftve beeti 
a oonsidefable tawn before the time ^ WUfnd, 
and there can be no doubt that it improved and 
flourished under his episcopacy, and under the 
rule of Ilia successors. 

We hare now seen Wilfirld in th^ zepith ^ 
his gkHry, the primate <^ Northumbtia, the 
&vouEite of a sainted queea^ the, patron and 
governor, of nii» n^oQasteneSi He is served 
put of gold, ^ the sons of the nobles of the knd 
are his pupils and inmates, hipfiunilim? friends 
aK princes. He has raised tfafs chiMwh of , git. 
Andrew to be the wondi^' of ag(39» and hfi se«^ 
die. town c^ Hexham undi^ bi9. Au$|Aces tricing 
in importance and fiouri^hiQg^ Aroiuid him^~T 
JPause, reader, mi m^rk. the 8equel>of )m stoiry • 



^ It frobabfy stood od the Hott Stale BabkiiniMtfdiately above 
the infant roiii^ iv Bull Bank. , . 
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CHAP. III. 

CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF WILFUID — 
DIVISION OF THE NOETHIJMBRIAN PRO- 
VINCE — EPISCOPATES' OF EATA, TCNBERT^ 
AND JOHN--«D£ATH OF WILFRID. 
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Ay -Ihfe pfrpd tt)4?; Jcjlng^m of Kc^huaibida. 
wsfi the ;ropi»t powerful q( the Heptfirchy* - Ii» 
pplic? wa$ better regulated its rdigioUs estBr* 
blji^ba\ents more numeroui$ and ilourisbing^t J|t8< 
iqbabitonts were wore; wealthy, learned, and 
polished, than any other of the Anglo-Saxon 
nations. These advantages are to be asct-ibed, 
in a jrreat measure, to the progress of Chiist^^ 
anity amongst them. 

Their nation was about to become the scene 
of a contest, which the long course of ages and 
aU the arguments of learned men have not yet 
decided. On the death of Beiisdedit, archbishop, 
of Canterbury, the learned Adrian was appointed 
by Vitalianus the^ope. to succeed him ; \ for, 
even at this early period^ the see of Rome had 
extended its authori|;y bvei^ the iiifant churcb of 
the Saxons; and diaimed a right to bestow the 



' pejyf^, ^ct. |?p»f C^nt. 
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pall of the two Saxon archbishops. * This 
appointment the modesty of Adrian induced 
him to refuse, and his friendship for the monk 
Theodore impelled him to propose that person 
to supply his place. Theodore was then in his 
monastery at Rome. He accepted the see of 
CaRterbury, ^nd came to England attended by 
his learned and powerful frlends^ Adrian and 
Benedict Biscop.' 

In the year 669, and at the age of 76, Theo- 
dore commenced his archiepiscopate. He was 
a natiwof Tarsus in Cilicia, the city of Paul, 
where :it appears he had been educated, and 
where bei assumed the? nioriastic habit. He isi 
re^Fe«»entM as leamedyfirm, yet Bberal, and dfei* 
votfed-W the gotki ' of the church. * t^n his ar- 

: ' /f Ai^^patiiiardiy tli^ t patt. •of tb^ ti^fn Saxon archbi^licpsiww; 
required, t(^ b^ received of him (the pope) for ever." Whitaker, ii. 
4i78- Tet'wi/ bare just seen that one of the arc'hbishops, Wilfrid, 
was consecrated in Gaul, and without iany appMcaljon to the see 
of Rome. Note the authorities quoted in the last chapter. \ 

^ These three were probably the most learped. and pious 
men i>f thekihgdbnl'fbr whose goo<]( they cabie. ' tJiideif thejf ' 
apspic^,j<|hi]^ches viMltiplied^ scjiiioUi rose. ;up on; trery^-aicl^ 
their .pupils used the Greek and La|in tonguqa as easily as theif 
nitiie' 1aii^^efi»'t)ie elegant and useful arts flouris'hed,^ and 
n^ii)ii|»eii/ts 0^ their ylrtue and th«lr leatniag are to thift^day ^Xf 
tant hdridiU succeeded to the monastery of $t. . A'Vgustiiie ju 
€6Sf, and was buried there at the lilar of St. Gregory, 708. 
Clu^.' ^ugb Cant ^Benedict BiBcbp.«iN(as7ibe Ibuadid: andtfulsr 
of Jarrow And of Wearmouth, andihis services better; deserve 
rt^iriil'tfeanthe'dik^'ofhSoes. ^ p^r ^^ frT..,^.t^ * 

^ Hfs archiepiscopate Was distinguisned as a nappy iandi a learned 
period. He was the first who assumed the authority of primate 
orer the northern churches. He was the apostolic legate in 
England^ Scotland^ and mland. * W. lliorti's Chron. Gervase^&c. 
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ri^al in Gitglmd, he found the harvest plenty^ 
but the labourers few. He set himself to the 
reformation of abuses and the multiplication of 
churches. In his attempt to divide the episco- 
pacy of' Northumberland, be was accused of 
ambition, and opposed by Wilfrid, with whom 
* the pride of becoming a metropolitan^ by the 
creation of a subordinate bishopric, contended 
with the fear of losing half his . episcopal 
revenue;' A few months sooner the power 
of Wilfrid might have withstood the autho- 
rity, (rf Theodore; but circumstances had di- 
minished his influence, and checked his power. 
His royal patroness was no longer a queen ; 
she had quitted her throne and her husband 
for religious retirement. And some writers 
assert that Wilfrid's advice had hastened her 
determination, and thereby made the king 
his enemy. But this is not extremely proba- 
ble. Wilfrid had much to hope,, and nothing 
to fear, from Etheldreda as the queen of Egfrid ; 
but as the nun of Coldingham or the abbess of 
Ely, she had nothing to bestow, and Wilfrid 
nothing to expect* Etheldreda was succeeded 
by Ermenburga, "into whose heart," says Rich- 
ard, "satan breathed the spirit of envy and 
hatred i^nst Wilfrid, and her tongue inflamed 
the king to enmity against him." 

Thus the power of Wilfrid was reduced to a 
shadow, and the king his patron became rather 
anxious to find an opportunity to punish than 
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a pretext for protecting him. In GTS* a synod 
was assembled, at which the king, the barons^ 
and the ecclesiastics of Northumbria were pre* 
sent ^ The venerable Theodore pt'esided^ and 
his learned friends Adrian and Benedict sup^ 
ported him. Here it Was proposed to diTide 
the diocese of Northumbria into two, and to^ 
appoint a bishop for each province. York to- 
be the capital of Deira, and Hexham of Ber^ 
nicia.^ Wilfrid protested against the divisiofi,^ 
rejected the power of the archbishop, aecfused 
both Egfrid and Theodore of felony, and formally 
declared his resolution to appeal to the see of 
Rome against them. ^ This solemn determina- 

^ Eddhis, in Oale, cap. 3^, 5^. Bede^ L lit 4 e. ^^ 

7 Eddius, cap. 29, SS. Bede, 1. iv. c. 1 S. Miklmsbttr j, £ 199^ 

^ The novelty of tlie appeal thve# the court into violent laagi^ 
ter. Whitaker, ii. 479* Malmsbury, f« 149* Mr. Liogard sajs 
that <' Theodore without the concurrence, tvUhoul even the ibioiv- 
ledge of Wilfrid, tools upo» him to divide the^ extensive dio^eiie 
of York into three portions, and immediately' conferred them (m 
three bishops whom he consecrated for the occasion,*' This is in 
evident oppositbn to the whole* stream of authority. RIehard, 
who is not quite correct, says-^Ab Egftido i«ge'de episcopatu auo 
pulsus est & viij annis exulavit. Inierim vero in loco ejus a 
Theodore duo epueopi ordinantur Bosa ad Eboraeum ^ Eata 
ad HagHStaldensem. And Lindisfarr^ the onfy remaining <lhurob 
of importance in the Northumbrian kingdom, is likewise upon 
the same Authority gov^emed by Bosa. Agidh — Fufcltxs est idem- 
a«i^iat^ aaede suiepispopntus, ^tJlH^lf^ haam ^ua sUbstituti 
episcopi qui Nordanhymbrorum genti prcessent, Bosa videlicet 
qui Deirorum, et Eata qui BemfciorunC' {Myvitfcikiti gubemarbt, 
hie ia eivtute EbMacis Hie in Hagustaldeiwi ecclfsia oath^am 
habens episcopalem. Bede, 1. iy. c. 12. Whitaker, ii. 490. Pub* 
Hcly and in the synod, 'th'ei'cfoii?, was t)t^ division proposed ; and 
pvblldy aiid formaliiy wtm itttgeoted. .. 
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tion waB heard- by the* king audi the vprittikte 
without its anticipated efFect. THe division 
was prolQeeded iiiv and Eata was appointed to 
Hexham. , 

Wilfiid set out for Rotne; that he: noight in 
perscoi lay his complaint befote the pontiff^ and 
solicit his assistance. By this^ absence* h€^ va- 
cated the see of ¥^ork^,and Bosa was appointed 
to si:^ppiy his place. This i^peare to be the 
real state of the case, and those histc^tans who^ 
have usedi the word expulsion in relalabrl to 
Wilfrid's first exile; are mistaken. Wilfrid 
rejected the auth<mty of the king and the arch- 
bishop, and Maimed the protection ofttifepto-^ 
tiff. Equal spivit was shewn on the. opposite 
Side, and the deterinination of the synod was 
acted on to the letter. The next eight or» as 
scHne say, ^ten years of Wilfrid^s life were spent 
ia eiiile; . 0a his way to Rome, he was detained 
by the inclemency of the season in ^Priesland, 
Mrherb he spends i the winter ih teaching, the doc* 
trines of Chdstito the idolatrous native»4.^ At 
the: apibiCDaehiof spring, be recommehded his^ 
journey, and anrived at Rome. Here he fi>a»*i 
that the envoy of Theodore, Coenwald or-Keil- 
wald the tiionk; h^ faeeh. before him, and the 
Rotaan :ooart wds. already in possessi<m of' lu» 
compMnt and its kens wer. r 

^ A.'D. 6S0, Wilfrid drmn tb Freiia on his seconcT voyage fxr 
Rome began the wqrk of the Gospel, and converted many ^oul- 
sandj of thf) ()aff||ariap,s. • Abkrey« Cnnicpriim. Rad. de Dketo* 

U 
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The pope fbmnally summoDed his little synod, 
and gravely decreed restitution to Wilfrid^ and 
expulsion to the new bishops of Hexham and 
York. Any prelate, priest, deacon, or sub- 
deaooD, that resisted the executicm of the deeree^ 
was to be deposed and anathematized ;. and any 
clerk, monk, or layman, even though a king, to be 
excluded from the sacrament. Wilfrid brought 
the papal mandate into England, and presented 
it in a fall eonventioa of the church. The king^ 
with the concurrence of the prelates and barons, 
directly seized the person of Wilfrid, stripped 
him of all his valuables, and thrust him half 
naked into a gloomy dungeoa, imprisoned his 
attendants, dispersed his servants, and strictly 
prohibited the presence of his friends. Nine 
months afterwards, he was released from prison, ^ 
but was ordered to leave Northumbria imme- 
dialtely. This was the commencement of his 
real expulsion, and his severe exile. Egfrid 
ferociously pursued him from kingdpm to king- 
dom, forcing him to wander a wretchcfd fugitive, 
and at last to shelter among the heathens of 
Sussex, after being expelled successively from 
Mercia and Wessex. * 

During his retreat, his indefatigable exertions 
and exemplary piety converted the whole nation 
of the South-Saxons to Christianity. He not 

^ At th« earnest prayer of the abbess Ebba» the king's aunl» 
Lingard. 

^ EddktB, c. SI, S3, S4i, 35, 33, Sd, 4iOw 
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only taught them the duties of religbn, but 
improved their habits of fife. A famine raged 
in the land, so great that scores of pec^le were 
wont to assemUe and precipitate themselves 
into the sea. Wilfrid perceiving that their 
coasts abounded with fish, taught them to join 
their eeUnets together, and to make one larger 
and stronger, whereby they caught 800. fish in 
the sea at the finst haul. The implied miracle 
lessens the credit of this anecdote. ^ 

In Sussex he became the friend of Cedwalla, 
a royal exile, of the race of Cerdic; wto, on his 
accession to the throne, bestowed on Wilfrid a 
fourth part of the Isle of Wight, and raised 
him to a distinguished place in his councils. 
Thus passed the period of his exile. The affairs 
of Hexham do not seem to have suffered by the 
absence of its founder. The sainted Eata filled, 
the new-created see. He, the first bishop of 
Hexham, is acknowledged to have been a man 
whose piety, learning, and urbanity of manners, 
might have done honour to a more cultivated 
age. He was abbot of Melross, revered by the 
servants of God, sad respected by the powerful 
of the laity. His mcmastery was distinguished 
for the learning and piety of its members ; and 
under Eata^the celebrated St. Boisill or Boswell 
flourished, and shone conspicuous for the spirit 
of prophecy and the gifts of grace. In 674, 

^ See Bede, 1. iv. c*l3, Macpherson's Ann. Coram, i. 243. 
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Eata/ton the death oF Tuda» beeaihe prior of 
Lindisfam; and Boisill appears to have sue- 
<;eiBded him in the govfemtnent of Melross. 

In the pliorate of the vienerable Eata, 
the famous. Ciitfabert begian his ministry ; 
tfnii. haying spe<nt some years at Melross and 
Ripon, foUo'ired hife eariy instructor ito Lin« 
dis&rn, over which £ata presided even after 
his -appointinent to the; see n^rf* Hexham. In 
the fourth year of Wilfrid's exile^ Theodore, 
parsning his plan; divided the diocese of 
Hexham/ erecting lindisfam into a separate 
bishopric,* to which' Eata was removed, while 
Tunbert Or Tumbert was appointed to succeed 
him in Hexham. Four years afterwards, at 
Theodore's third council, the grand congress 
faolden at Twiford upon Alne, Tunbfert wa« 
formally deposed for contumacy in denying 
the right of interference on the part of Theo- 
dore, * and St. Cuthbert wias appointed to sue 
ceed him. Cuthbert, it is said, with great 
humility declined the pr<^>06ed elevation ; and 
at length, when his consent to be a bishop was 
<)btained, he pr<eferred the government of Lin- 
^idfarn to that of . Hexham^ The venerable 

^ Bicbard In hi? introduction ^i^resaJy states that Hexham 
was the last see formed. But he appears to have misunderstood 
Ills authorities, or to have spoken only ib reference to the date 
of the churches^ In i^hich sense Hexhairi was the last church 
as certainly as it was'ihe second bishopric 

^ Sim. Dun. cap. 9. Gervase^ Act. Pont. Cant Ric. Hag.&c. 
4^ohn Brompton's Chron. Leland's Collectanea. 
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£ata,yiel4^ andin 4ue form the sees were 
exchanged m the presence add with the con- 
sent of the king and the archbishop. £ata 
died bishop' of Hexham, a. d. 685. 

He was succeeded by John of Beverley j a 
man both godly and learnted/ who was born 
of a noble Engli^ family^ and appears to have 
been a native of Harpham iijt Yorkshire. ^ He 
was educated under Theodore of Cant;erbury, * 
:and called John, tb^t is, grace of God, on ac- 
eount of his excellence in composition and the 
Ti^ivacity of his genius. ^Heavenly philosophy 
from his mouth came with new charms to his 
hearers.' Among his audit(H's was numbered 
the venerable Bede! The abbess Elfrida of 
StreanshaH was his friend and patroness ; and at 
her monastery and elsewhere, he acted the part 
of a faithful apostle, preaching and instructing 
the people. But, preferring the life of a hermit, 
he retired to Ereneshow or Eaglescliff,^ and 
from this retirement he was devated to the see 

6 Holland's Camden, 711- 1637. 

^ Or of Beverley. Browne Willis'fi Survey, vol. i. (i. 31. 

» Stubbs. This is doubtful. 

9 New SL John Lee. Mr. HutclHnson notices Mr. Pennant's 
Temark, that *• John's settlement. gave name to the place," and 
<;onceive8 the fact to be supported by the name of jHermitage 
alone. But Mr. Pennant's remark is founded on. the authority 
of Stubbs and Richard of Hexham^ and the fact is clear. Mr. 
Wallis supposes EroesWw to be Netjier-warden ; but this cannot 
l)e called Mons AquiUu It is.pr^bld)}^. neve;rtbele889 that. John 
iiad a place of occasional r^tiromen^at Wari}^ . 
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of Hexham. In the first year of John's episco- 
pate, ^ [686-7], Egfnd was slain at a place called 
Nechtanesmere, while leading on an army to 
destroy the Picts; against the adtice of St. 
Cuthb^i;, who prophesied his death. * His na- 
tural brother Alfiid immediately assumed the 
Northumbrian sceptre. On the accession of his 
friend and patron, Wilfrid returned, and the 
bishopric of Hexham was ceded to him by 
John, who returned to his hermitage. 



^ He ordained Bede to be deacon and priest. (Bede. Fuller.) 
Herebald, another pupil, he restored from the gates of death by 
prayer. Wilfrid the 2nd was his pupil ; him he ordained while 
Jiring to succeed him in his archbisht^ric of York. After electing 
bis successor with consent of clerks and people^ (no notice of the 
pope's consent), he retired to Beverley, where he died, a. d. 731. 
He was archlMshop S3 years. Many years afterwards, his body 
was raised, depouted in a coffin of fair wood and precious stones, 
and reburied by archbishop Alfric, about a. d. 1140. Many of 
tl\e miracles of John have been preserved, but few are worth re- 
lating. Fuller tells of his having restored to eloquent discourjse 
and brave curled locks a dumb youth with a scalded head, by 
making tiie sign of the cross upon his forehead. His pupil and 
dean, Slgga, saw. the spirit descend upon him while in prayer, &c. 
On his retirement to Beverley, King Athelstane granted him all pri- - 
vileges, including that of sanctuary in this remarkable charter — 

*' All's free, I make thee, as heart may think or eye may see/' 

^ Egfrid was the promoter of learning. It was he who founded 
the celebrated Library at York, to which Alcuine advised the 
I French to send their youth for instruction. ' Alcuine, next to 
Bede, shone the brightest luminary of the benighted western 
world ; and to this learned native of the Northumbrian kingdom, 
the French in a greiat measure owe the origin of learning and 
science in their country. He was the friend and preceptor of the 
emperor Charles. In proof of the wealth of Northumberland 
during the reign of Egirid, may be adduced the number of mer- 
cantile' Jews who had already become its denizens. See Malms- 
bury, fol. 153 tu Macpherson's Annals of Ooannerce, i. 249- 
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It is not easy to discover whether the return 
of Wilfrid was owing to the invitation of the 
king, the penitence of Theodore, or his own 
concession and solidtation. Each of these 
causes has found its supporters. His accept* 
ailce of a portion instead of the whole of his 
first diocese implies concession, and shews that 
the new king and t;he archbishop were equal- 
ly independent of the mandate of Agatho. 
One historian, however, asserts that Theodore 
did acknowledge his error; and in a letter to 
the king reminded him of the respect due to 
the papal .mandate. But this assertion rests 
only on the authority of Eddius, ** that convict- 
ed falsifier ;'' while the statements of Stubbs, 
Kichard, Gervase, Bede, &c. &c. are express ta 
the point, that John, on the death of Bom, suc- 
ceeded to the see of Yofk. - And the Knks of 
succession being preserved in a Separate and 
express history, there is no space left through 
which the advocates of Wilfrid can thrust him 
a second time into the archiepiscopate. 

The next iive years of Wilfrid's life were 
passed at Hexham in peace and comparative hap- 
piness; but at the end of this period a second 
cause of complaint arose against him. His 
favourite monastery of Bipon had been given 
to St. Cuthbert by the king, on Wilfrid's first 
absence, and.as.it appears restored to him on his 
return. It> was now demanded of him a second 
iioie, >Hbat it might be converted into an epis^ 



160 HISTORY OF H£XBAM. P. If. 

oopal see^ and bestowed, upon anoth^t bishop/ 
This was of coarse refused, and on what other 
provocation is not evident, the king reduced 
him to his former ocmdition, deprived him of 
his monastery, expelled him ibom his bishc^ric, 
akid banished him out of the kingdom. The 
most ingenious of Wilfrid's accusers has found 
nothing in his conduct to juistify this tyranny^ 
and surely it cannot be palliated by Hie shallow 
plea of his having threatened the kitig with 
the, sentence of the popcv Wilfrid retked- into 
Meroia, and for ten. kmg years; continued a 
wanderer, and an exile: During this !pertod he 
made a third journey to Rome, appealed a se- 
cond time to. the pope, and returned with a 
confirmation of the former mandate. 

In 702, a national council was assemblifd to 
consida- the claims of Wilfrid, Theodore was 
no more, and Brictwald, his supcessor in the see 
of Canterbury, invited Wilfrid to attend the 
assembly. He was called upon to' subscribe bis 
assent to. the decrees of the synod. On his re- 
fusal, his contumacv was ecmdemned ; and as a 
last and unmaited favour, he was of]ferfed the 
monastery of Ripo^a, a remission of his deserved 
pupishB^nt, and oblivion of his offences. This 
demand Wilfrid positively refused to obey, 
and the synods immediately laid hidi ^nd his 
followers under the ban of excommunication^ 

Wilfrid proceedied to Rome^ and in person 
pleaded hisi cause lagainst the ' sr^od. As h is de* 
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fence was obedience to the papal mandate, the 
fourth pope to whoox the question was yeferjfed 
confirmed thedecrees of his predecessors. Brict- 
wald was commanded to assen^ble a synods 
summon Bosa and John (w^o had been restored 
to Hexham), and to settle every thing to the 
satisfaction of Wilfrid, But if tiiat measure 
Med in restoring peace^ the parties were to be 
summoned to Rome; and anj: one refusing or 
delaying to comply was to be threatened with 
the terrors of the pope's anathema. 

With this mandate Wilfrid returned to Eng- 
land. The archbishop was inclined to submit,, 
but the king continued inex(»:able ; and Wilfrid 
was ^ain< reduced to the condition of an exile. 
AJfrid died in the year 705, and was succeeded 
by EdwiUf^ the former friend of Wilfrid, who,, 
oa his succession, ventured to return to North* 
umbria. But Wilfrid was doomed to endure the 
loss of friend3» and th? new king peremptorily 
commanded bim to quit the kingdom. ^ 

In the same year, Osred, the son of Alfrid,. 
ascended the throne. He was then scarcely 
nine years of age; and the regent of his mi- 
nority was the £alderman Berectfrid, whose 
friendship for the primate Brictwald induced 
him to listen to his suggestions for accommoda- 



^ Eddius, c. 5S. Malmsbury^ f. 152^ Edwulf is not men- 
tioned . ia , the succesaion of the Northumbrian monarchs. See 
Hut^in^on, who makes Osred succeed directly to I^is fathei: 
Alfridl 
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tion with Wilfrid. A synod was assembled at 
Nid ; the papal mandile was read; the i^gent 
consented; and the ar eftbishop was willing ti> 
obey what seemed to be the wish of the thanes 
and people. But the bishops* Bosa and John 
withstood all. the solicitations, comrtiands, and 
entreaties of the council. Elfleda the abbess^, 
daughter* of AMrid, used the authority of the 
fate king's^ dying wish to induce them to yfeld. 
A compromise was the natural consequence. 
Wilfrid was permitted to receive his- favourite 
monasteries of Ripon and Hexham without 
subscribing to the decrees of the synod, as at first 
demanded ; and he consented without further 
pressing the authority of the papal mandate. 

Thus ended this long and* tedious conflict; 
in the course of which the authority of Rome 
was contin ualfy opposed by Theodore, the pope's 
legate, whom he had consecrated to the see of 
Canterbury, and who during the contest appealed 
for the correctness of his conduct to that very 
authority he pretended to condemn ; and to 
which in policy as well as eonsiistency.no apped 
ought to have been made or attempted.'^ The 
same course was pursued during the rule of 
his successor, when the Northumbrian ehurch 
trampled on the decrees of the pontiff, and yet 

* Whitaker. His sister. Lingard. 

^ By these acte of timorous folfy the cause was avowedly re- 
ferred to the Roman see ; and the pdwer which was afterwards 
opposed, completely acknowledged. Whitaker. 
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acknowledged his «ith<Mrity by appearing ^nd 
aiipportingits cause before, him. With equal 
inconsistency, the autiiority of Rome was up- 
held bjr Wilfrid, who twice turned traitor to the 
supremacy he acknowledged, by accepting, in 
ofxpositicHi to the decree, a pcurt of his original 
dghts^ the partition of which was by that vejy 
decree. most positively condemn^. 

Fouir.peaceful years Wilfrid enjoyed his bi- 
shopric of HeXiham, and was then summoned to 
appear bofoice the last ^^at council, and to re- 
oeQhre>tfae final decree. He died pt his monastery 
of Oundle, near Stamford, a. 9- 7P9> in the 5th 
year of the- reign of the boy Osred^ in> th^ 45th 
year of his episcopacy, and the 75tb of his age. 
ITbe monks of his monastery of Ripon, who 
klevered him as their father, brought him to that^ 
fais favourite church, andhouQurahly buried him. 
But in the year 948, Odo,4»-chbishpp of Canter- 
bury, removed the relics'of Wilft^d &*om Ripen, 
whai they weie. buried beneath a nobler monu- 
ment in the cathtidral.of^jQantefbujry. > J^o mi- 
nxA^ arefelated of Wilfrid^ j Thie &rst thirteen 
yea]2S)of his episcopltcy. he liv^ed in peace, the 
ten sucoeeding'y ears in exile; the next five were 
fiip€»t in peace, when, a.^^ond exile of thirteen 
years ensued,;and introduced the last four peace- 
able years of; a life of extraordinary vicissitudes 
and of singular usefubie^s. 

His character, in whatever light it is contem- 
plated, appears composed of elevated and uncom- 
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tnon elements. His ambition wai nevdr satisfied, 
his spirit never overcome. In the highest pitdi 
x>t his exaltation, lie wa^s hamble, ebaritaUe, 
benevolent, and delighting in well-doing : in 
the depth of his depression, he was haughty and 
untractable. * He Was a man more sinned agaimt 
than sinning ;' and his extraordinary life is Ml 
of interest, and fraught with invaluable lessons. 
The great mbnuments of his devotion, hisinag- 
hificence, his Wealth, and his ta»te for thecid- 
tivation of reli^n, learning, and:tbe arts, fEre 
the cathedral^ of York, which he repaired md 
beautified ; the ehutt^h and monastery of JRipon ; 
and the abb^y and church of St Andrews, at 
He:fcham. Many other churches and numerous 
public works distinguished his life; and if vour 
supposition of his originally low origin be well 
founded, and the elevation and consequence to 
which he attained be considered, he hiust^a^ 
pear one df the most extraordinary chara€* 
ters that elver occupied the page of history. 
The mere facts of his life have been related 
in this bhapte^ without comment and without 
bias, truth -alon^ being th^ ^object kimed at 
We may be allowed, however; the cheering re- 
mark, that while opinion is divided on the evil 
parts of Wilfrid^s eh^rttieter, his good quidities 
and his good di^eds Kve acknowledged and^- 
mired at the distance of eleven hundred yeaiv. 
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CHAP. IV. 

^'iFE OF ACCA — ^THE TtMES OF THE SEVEN^ BI- 
StiOVS — INVASIOlir OF TITE DALIES— DECLINE 
/A^D TEBMII^AXION OF THE BISHOPEIC, 



>n'; 



Xx/is^ipjipQr^aqtppipjt^^^ progress of this 
hist0rjr,*Q,i:emin,4;4^N reader of the distinction 
bptween thfi episcopate of Hexham, and the 
^l^^apy or: prioyfite of its monaptery. It will be 
r^j|I^cte(jl| that Eata whiji^t bishop of Hexham 
w^ abbpt of jLii»rfi^yarn,^w it is probable 
he,. resided during his episQopacy. In like 
fliajiner Wiifvid was abbot of Ripon^ wherein 
tie must h^ye passed the grea^ter part of bis time. 
It was tfeierefore absolutely nepes^ary that each 
of these should have a pr«sul or resident go- 
vernor of the monastery, responsible to, but act- 
hig, independently of, hii^ siq)erior ; much the 
same relation being preserved between them as 
there now. exists between the rural vicar and 
his diocesian* 

The period of Wilfruts life embraces mo- 
mentous changes, and stormy presages of the 
history of the bishopric. But the aspect of 
the monastery continues calm and unruffled. 

' Of which St. Cuthbert was at the same time prior. 
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EatOy the first bishop, was, on his translation to 
Lindisfarn, succeeded by Tvmbert^ who, being 
deposed, gave way to JohUy and he certainly 
once, but in all probability twicCy ceded his claim 
to Wilfrid, before his succession to the see of 
York, on the death of Bosa. * Eaia, Tunberty 
and Johfiy are, according to the papal mandate, 
to be considered as intruders, and on the same 
authority, still lie under the ban of excommuni- 
cation, and the stigma of contumacy and rebel- 
lion; yet two of ttiese persons, for their extra- 
ordinary piety and exalted charity, are enrolled 
among thfe saints of Heaven, and made objects 
of vieneration at least, if not of worship, by the 
same fiower, and th6 followers of that power, 
which passecl the sentence of their condemna- 
tion. Thisodriouis ahd contradictory fact is not 
pbinted olit in the spirit of illiberality, but the 
rematk is suggested by the plain and natural 
course of the eVents, as they are related, and by 
its ovrti importance to the most valuable species 
of history — the history of the human mind. 
Wilfrid then, according to truth, was the fourth. 



^ John, ihade bishop of Hexham in Uie first yeiEur t>f AUHd, 
A. D. 686, must have resigned his see to Wilfrid tlie y^ear after, 
A. D. 687* And on Wilfrid's expulsion five years afterwards, 
he had been reinstated in the see of Hexham. On the return 
of Wil^d, John had a Moond tinie leeslgoed Hexham, and, mnm 
after the loiter resignation, was translated to York, on the decease 
of Bosa. See Bede, 1. y. c. i, S, I9. See a mistake in Carte, 
p, 853, ivho places the Uanslatioa of John and ihe death of Bosa 
in 687. Whitaker's Manchester, p. 488. The date of Bosa's 
death is not accurately ascertained. 



Ci IT. AKCTONT STATE. 167 

acoording to the mandates of Ag^ho and his 
successors he was the first-rr()(r,.mtba', he was 
n^er— -bishop of £(exham ; but in the spirit 
of tliose dtereesi4X>nt;inu€d for Itfe ariehhisl^op 
of York/ and ^prxnoate bf Norlhtimberiand ; 
and thus St.- Cuthbert who. sucoei^ded Ecda in 
Lindis/at^ audi Mbsa^vA^ succeeded Wilfrid 
in York J aite (added to the list of iisfctnude^r^ 
into the episcopate. . - . , 

The preceding chapter embraces the jpeigns of 
three king^s of Northumberland, aad the rule of 
three bishops > of Hexham*, t During thifi period 
we have no mention in history, nor haSfttaditicm 
preserved any memory, of the rulers and bre- 
thren of the monastery. It is. probable « that the 
friars were of the order of SU BenedicU. tt> whose 
rules Wilfrid YkSid shewn himself attached, by 
making those rules the canons of his favourite 
monastery of Bipon. The. extent of tJate abbpt'is 
sway was of course confined to the manors^ 
with which the monastery was endowed^ — the 
present regality of Hexham^. The extent^ 
the diocese, when first instituted, embraced the 
whole province of Bernicia, or all the space 
betnveen the rivers Tees and Tweed, including 
part tof !York«hire, Westmorelaiid, and Cu^rxb- 
beriand, and the whole of the^ present palatinate 
of Durham and tiiei county of Northumberland. 
And after ^ the loss of Lindisfam^ but before 
the mstkution of tbenbishopjric of Carlisle^ ita 
boundaries were on the north the Alii> oil $hjB 
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south the Tees, on the east the ooeaii^ and 
fFeatkerkala on the west. 

If the acoesskm of the episeopi^ ^%i^y was 
important to thetown^af Hexham^. little leists s^ 
was its monastery. In faoabiir of : fFt^^rtflf and 
the early bbhops,vtfae abbots and abbesses of 
many monasteries placed their houses^ under 
the custody of the former ; and fiur the 8bme 
reason the sons of princes and nobles were sent 
to the monastery as to a university, that they 
might be improved in learning and rdigion. 
Here too resided many of those artists, whom 
Wilfrid in his various journeys to Rome had 
attached to his person; and thdr numerous 
works added importance and dignity to Hex<^ 
ham Abbey, and of course were bendicml to 
the increase afid well-being c^tbe town. It is 
likewise to be remarked, that while the bi^opric 
was in the gift of the king, and disposable by 
the decrees of synods and councils, the monas^ 
teries were generally gifts^ and their territories 
the absolute property of their founder. . This 
was at least the case with Wilfrid in respect :to 
Ripon and Hexham; and. yet the former' is 
positively declared to have been snatched fionb 
him at the tyrannical will of the sovereign ; and 
Maltnsbury and his fblk^wer, the quaint and 
curious Robert Hegge, assert that Hexham was 
in like manner, and by the same prince, Alfiid^ 
seized from WiHrid, and bestowed upon St. 
Cuthbert. :r ., . . 
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In this erai which hasbfeen thecahsecf so much 
conteptiiin^ the Anglo-Saxon cburch isaecueed, 
on one side, of having sold her liberty to ftwreign 
interference, and submitted to galling slavery 
beneath an usurped supremacy; and,* on the 
other,' is applauded for dutifully acknowledging 
an inherent right in the successor of St* Pieter, 
and for yielding to an established custotiti '. Vet 
we perceive convents and ecdesiastical property 
disposed of or transferred at the arbitrary will of 
a temporal monarch'; episcopal sees divided, 
new ones created, and their bishops appointed, 
by councils indiscricKiinately composed of princes, 
barons, clergy, and people;, nay, in one instance, 
we find the possessor of a see naming his succes- 
sor, and that nominaticm adopted and enforced 
by the general consent of the 'clergy and people.* 
Not one word of the papal interfference ; no 
mention made of the right of nomidation ; only 
one solitary instance of appeal, and in that in- 
stance the decision neglected, and the appellant 
condemned and imprisoned. It is not necessary 
to the history of Hexham to draw deductions- 
from these facts, or to take either side of the 
question; but it is the imperious duty of the 
historian to state them in the clearest light, and 
leav^ the candid reader to make his own com* 
ment and form his own ^joncluisions. 

Wilfrid was succeeded in the now firmly 
established i bishopric of Hexham by his coun- 
tryman and chaplain the venwable Acca, wbo^ 

Y 
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at the time of his elevation was neither abbot nor 
prior, but the presbyter or chaplain of his prede>- 
eessor. His accession is dated about the year 709v 
and the 5th of the reign of Offrid. He improved 
and adorned the church of St. Andrew^ or, which 
is more probable,^ continued the labours and 
finished the design of his predecessor. This 
then is the real date of the late conventual and 
(at that period) cathedral church of Hexham, 
and 36 years must have been spent in bringing 
it to that state of dignity and splendour in 
which it is described by historians. Nearly 500 
years afterwards, many of its ornaments^ and at 
least enough to prove its former grandeur, re- 
mained. Now, however, a few yards of rude 
masonry, and a loose stone here and there incor- 
porated with the present church, are all that 
can be traced of the original building, after the 
waste of 1100 years, and the still m<w:e destroy- 
ing and repeated shocks of war and flames. 

Acca is said to have employed all the powers 
of his mind, and expended all his resources, in the 
ornamenting of his church. He procured from 
all parts the relics of the blessed apostles and mar- 
tyrs, erected altars in distinct chapels within the 
walls of his church,. and collecting all the legends 
of the saints, their miracles and sufferings, toge- 
ther with other learned ecclesiastical books, he 
formed a noble and most ample library. He pre- 
pared vases for incense, and splendid lights for the 
altar; he encouraged church^mui^ic, and detained 
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Maban,^ d pupil of the pupils of the bless^ Gre- 
gory, for 12 years in his church, that they who 
knew not might learn, and that they Who knew 
might be taught to excel in the divine duty of 
psalmody ; for Acea himself was a heavenly sing- 
er, as deeply instructed in tlie sublime science 
of harmcmy as he was in theological learning. ^ 
In the year 732, that is, the 4th of the reign 
of Cieoiul^ and a4th of his episcopacy, Acca is 
said to have fled from his see. Whether he was 
expelled by the strong arm of power, or submit- 
ted to the strict decree of justice, or for what 
cause be withdrew, is not known. After an 
absence of eight years, he returned ; and in the 
month of Novembw 740, 'his spirit passed to 
the angels, and his body rested on the east of his 
church of Hexham.' T wo stone crosses wrought 
with wondrous art were placed, one at his feet, 
another at his head. On the latter was inscribed 

^ " Mahan an Italian who taught the quire of Canterbury with 
^reat applause." Wallb, ii. 76. 

^ Aoca wag a most pious and zealous priest, and bad been 
^brought up from bis youth in. the duties of the clerical profession 
by the most holy and beloved of God, Bosa, archbishop of York, 
from whom he transferred his service ta St. Wilfrid, shared aU 
his vicissitudes of fortune, followed him to fiome, and there laid 
the foundation of that Icnowledge which afterwards distinguished 
him. For, like a skilful merchant, he laid out the stores of his 
own mind and his homely talents, and brought away from Rome 
all that was worthy of being transported to his native land. He 
was the friend of the venerable Bede, who speaks loudly in the 
praise of Acca, to whom he dedicated several of his works, par* 
ticularly an explanation of the Evangelists St. Mark and St. 
Luke, writtm at the desire of the bishop. One epistle of Bede 
to Acca is extant, and many are said to have passed between 
thera. Ric^ Hag. 
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his dimple epitaph <* Here Iks Acca*' ^ After a 
long course of yiears his grave was discovered, 
and the hody ifound sofresh^ thai its envelope. 
ments were ** not only feir, but what is far more 
mirneulous, as strong as when they :were first 
worn/'* Thesedothes were kqpt by the brethren 
of the second monastery/ and shewn as reties in 
the time of Prior Richard, when many stories of 
the miracles ^:Aaca were currently rehutedj^ 

3 Jihu Qf Hexham. * Rjc. Hagi i 

^> John o£ Hezham, in his continuation of the " De Gesiis 
Segum" of Sjmeoti of Durham, tellfi ur that on the diicovery of 
the body, a woodea table made like an. altar wM ibuiidi u|!div 4>e 
breast of Acca. It was joined by two keys of silver, and inscribed 
ALifE Trinitati. Aoie. SoPHiEf. Sanotje MARJrk. Aidred; 
a moi^ of the restored nKuiasterj, rehaes, 'that, whed the rtliquffs 
of thi^ saint were lyin^ <)n the altar of $t ^(ichael, in the south- 
ern transept of the church of Hexham, he being deeply desirous 
of prt^aoHng a teK'e;. played hiMDbiy, saidthfraeven pcintentU 
pi alms, &e. and approached the altar with fear ;ind trembling, to 
effect his purpose ; when a miraculous heat sprung from the altar 
so as to burn his ihee. 'Deeming thathe J^atd applM^^aelied the 
sacred corpse irreverently, he prayed a second time and drew near 
more humbly, but the ' churph beca^me too hoi to- hold hi»,' As 
the heat increased, his 2eal was cooled, and he was fain to give 
-over the attempt and leave the saint with all his bones about him. 
These bonds, hovi^vtr, were extreneif e^cadou^ and well worth 
{MM««ssing i for It iv tehEtedi tliat ai pck>ii Wnd woman in the town 
of Hexham^ who waanitich beloved by all of the frian for the 
^Im^icity and infiocelfce bf her Mfe> watfestoced to sigfail in twe 
hours; by the shxrpk ^eratida of nibbiaar her eyes ii4lh holy 
w^afie^ in wlricfaiiadbe^ i&pped oqir ef tfaebeites ef £t Aoca^ wiio 
h sard to hafre addi<d hmmfits and interteishn to the aahctity of 
hfs bones. A Wuh ef the saime wateil.beingiioiired itnko the vouth 
of a mim whe ooald n«kKer speakDor eat, orr atceunt of a large 
Swellmg* In his throat; In one hour the skin broke; the swdling 
Aid, and the man was eoredl These mirades an recordect at 
^natter of graVe hUfstory ; asid, frortb many others, one more awiy 
he selecteiJ. Makolm, king of Scotkad^ hemg a barbarous man 
and ih mind a beast, rejecting tfa&' warnings of i»oly men» was 
about to burn the church of Hexham. The priests in telror fled» 
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Of the three succeeding bishops of Hexham^ 
FrethberU ® Aicmund, and TUberU little more is 
related than the dates of their succession* the 
periods of their swa}^ and the times of their 
decease. Frethbert sucoeeded Acca in the year 
7S4y being tlie sixth of the xeign of CeolWulf^ 
and two years after the flight of Acca, who was 
therefore, like IFi/^W, deemed to have forfeited 
bis dignity by his flight. According to f^me 
authorities, he governed the diocese of Hexham 
SSI years, according to others 34, and in the 
second year of Alcred, that is, a. d. 766, in the 
month of January, he resigned his episcopal 
<*hair and his life together, being the first bishop 
of Hexham who enjoyed his dignity without 
vicissitudes, an^ for so long a period. ^ His 

with the few TAkvtblas Ui«y could cvfj. On their first resting^ 
«p4 afiter fray^r, a.Tkbn wa» smo by one in their compaoy. A 
venerable mao a^ked th« priest hi$ c»tiA^, of sadness, and being 
told-^e f:omfprted him» sayings •• F^r not ! far, before, dawn, 
I shair^pread my net in the riirer, by' which the pass^eof.the 
Scolsshall be ^together hindered." And so it was; fpr, without 
a 0lorm, the rirer swelled to so gr^^jt; f( floods th^t filmost th^ 
vhol0 Scottish army perished, and \M» king J^mself cpu]4 mot 
cross for three days, the river continuing to ^welJ without r^n« 
plainly by miracle, and through tho intercession of the s^ts of 
Hexham. De Gest. R«g. 

* Fredbett, or Freodebert. 
■y In the reign of Eadbert, Cynewolf ^issumed the Wshoprio of 
Lindisfar n, which he held for a long period, but not without great 
difficulties and many troubles. Offk, a prince of the blood royal, 
persecuted by his enemies, fled 't'6' th6 body of- St. Cuthbert, 
whence being torn by force tie Ww cruelly put to death; At 
which the king, Eadbert, being offended^ seized the bishop and 
imprisoned him in Bathburgh Castle, and Friothbert of Hagustald 
performed the episcopal functions ilU the king's anger being 
, assuaged, he suffered Cynewolf to return to Lladisfatn. 
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successor was saint Alcmund. He was conse- 
crated immediately after the death of Frethbert, 
and died a. d. 781, in the 4th year of Elfwald, 
having governed IS years. • ' 

In 781, Tilbert was consecrated bishop of 
Hexham, at a place called UlfestoeUe, (prol^ibly 

* In the JDe GeslU Regum, before quoted, John tells u8 that» 
long after his death, St Alcmund appeared to a most holjr man 
hj name, Dregmas or Dregmo, who lived in the territory of 
Hexham. The vision wore his pontificals ; the pastoral rod in 
his hand, with which he smote Ihegmas, saying, '''Rise, go, and 
say to Aifrid, the son of Weston/' (registrar of the diurch of 
Durham aad a celebrated resurrection man) ** it is my desire 
that he shall tal^e up my body, and bury me more decently." 
And Dregmas said, *' Lord, who art thou ?" And he answered, 
" I am Alcmund, bishop of Hexham, and wish to be laid beside 
Acca." He disappeared, Dregmo proceeded to Durham in 
great haste. Elfiid obeys the iiyunetions of the saint, and he 
ia deposited in St. Peter's aisle in the east of the church of Hex- 
bam, in the presence of a great multitude of people. But the 
saint was not yet satisfied— and if all the saints in the world 
were \\\a the samts of Hexham, it appears they will neither 
sleep themselFes, nor let others sleep — EHHd, it seems, was 
determined to be paid for his trouble, and secured a finger of the 
saint to take to Durham. They were now about to lift the 
coffin into its place of rest, but it was found that the body was 
grown so heavy by the loss of the finger, that it could not be 
moved. The whole multitude attempted in vain to lift the coffin, 
and the people now began to suspect a miracle. Dregmo there- 
fore, remained all night in the church— Alcmund appears again, 
and having scolded him heartily for allowing tiie rape of his finger, 
stretched forth his hand, and shewed it wanting. In the morning 
restituiion was made, and the saint slept peaceably. It is difficult 
to reconcile this fable with the passion fi)r the possession of relics. 
If every saint was as much offended at tiie mutilation of his mem- 
bers, as Alcmund and Acca seem to have been at the threatened loss 
of their bones and fingers, their worshipers surely took a strange 
way to wm their favour. And if the scattering of their remains 
was supposed to be pleasing to the saints, how could tikis fable 
be invented by their followers ? But these tales probably amused 
the brethren of the convent, and amazed the simple peasants, 
without much inquiry into tha grounds on which they rested. 
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Hcdtwhisth), that is, Wolfs-well. In the epis- 
copacy of THlbert, mention is made of Hegbald 
the praesul or abbot of the monastery, and both 
the bishop and the abbot are said to have been 
at Corahridge at the consecration of bishop Al- 
dulf by Eanbald the archbishop. In the 8tb 
year of the episcopate of Tilbert^ Elfwald king 
of Nbrthumbria was murdered. The place of his 
death, says Richard, was near the wall, and there 
a church is said to have been erected by the faith- 
ful, and dedicated to God, St. Cuthbert, and St. 
Oswald the martyr, because over the spot where- 
on the king was murdered, a blue flame is be- 
lieved to have appeared, and to have pointed out 
its sanctity. « The body of the king was brought 
to Hexham, and most honourably buried in St. 
Ai|drew*s church. But as the king appears to 
have been no saint, his bones were not sought 
after ; and as he was not a founder of the church 
of Hexham, we have no reason to believe that 
a new tomb was made for him in the renewed 
church of Hexham. (See p. 88.) Tilbert was 
bishop 8 years. He died in 789, the first year 
of the reign of Osred, the son of Akred, and 
was buried in his church of Hexham. 

^ At a short distance from VSTalwick Grange, in the lane lead^ 
ing to Warden^ is the mutilated remain of an ancient cross* This 
is probably the place at which the king was murdered. The 
story of the biuefiame was lately revived at Stagshaw Bank, on 
the discovery of a British urn dug up in front of the house ; and 
the writer has heard more than one person solemnly affirm the 
fact of its appearance, whether owing to artifice or optical ilUisioa 
produced by natural causes, it is not known. 
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The memoirs of the three succeeding bishops, 
Ethelbert, Headred,^ and Anbert, ^ arfe still more 
meagre ; but the period o£ their sway is one of 
great interest, and of deep importance. We 
have seen the rapid riae of Hexham, and the 
quick progress of the bishopric Its decline 
and fall were still more sudden. Ethelbert, the 
bishop of Candida Casa [Whithern} resigned 
his see for that of Hexham, over which he ruled 
ft years, and died a. d. 797> at a place called 
Barfun ; and his body was iHought to Hexham, 
and honourably buried by the bvethren of the 
monastery. He was succeeded by Headred, 
who was consecrated at Wudfbrd by archbishop 
Eanbald. He was bishop of: Hexham three 
years. To him succeeded Eadbert, who was 
ofdidned at Ettringham, a. d. 800, and enjoyed 
the bishopric thirteen years in security and 
peace — the last year& of peace for the episcopacy 
of Hexham. Tilfaerd, * the twelfth bishop, suc- 
ceeded Eanbcythel The duration of his epis- 
copaey is not ^nown ? for already those terrific 
invaders, the Danes ha^i' begun thdr work of 
devastation. Tilberd alarmed, fled his seat, and 
the bishopric of Hexham ceased to be. Actord- 
ing to some writers the see of Hexham endured 
in all 164 years. But by the dates here given 
from the best auttiorities, its duration did not 
exceed 196 years, during which period twelve 

» Or, Eadfrid. ' Eadber^ Eanbert,^^ Osi^e^t^^r i;anbryUie. 
Mjiilfestb ortTldfert. : .: 
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successive bishops swayed the pastoral rod in 
the following order : — ' 

Comeented. Died ormlgiwd. Rttled. 



1. Eata, 


67a 


685 


7 


2. Tunbert, 


680 


6S4 


4 


^».Jolm, 


6SB 


6S6 


1 


4.Ynmd, 


686 


709 


8S 


5. Acca, 


709 


732 


23 


6. Frethbert, 


784 


766 


82 


7. Al^raund, 


767 


781 


14 


8. Tilbert, 


781 


789 


8 


9. Ethelbert, 


789 


797 


8 


. 10, HMw4, 
11. Eanbert, 


797 


800 


S 


800 


8U 


IS 


I8i Tilferd, 


SU 







• Ttj^cf I iiS supposed to baVe died on his way 
to Ro^nfre,' abo^ut the year 831 . Thus ended the 
epise&pBKSfy tf£ Hexham; Its monastery outlived 
id&L&y^Arh^ but tfasT destroyed by the same 
enettif ; and the town shared the destructioii of 
the wliole Northtitnbrian province afboat 54 
years afterwards. * 



^ They \tho affirm that Hexhstid was erected mto art ^filaoopat 
see by WHj^ himself, and that TlMnd held the bubopric fof 
fifteen jearo, cannot extend its existence further than from the 
foundation of the church of Hexham in 678 to the death of Til-* 
^d in ,82 1« a period af 148 years. Yet it is asserted to have 
continued <' 150 years," Beaut, of England and Wales« vol. xii. 
and *' 191 years/' Mack, and Dent^s Hist. Prior Richard says 
it continii(sd 144 yeara; but the dates he himself assigns reduce 
his numbers to;those of the text. 

^ So complete was the destruction of this devoted town duribg 
these terrific visitations, that the churches lay in ruins, the houses 
were roofless^ and not a single inhabitant of either sex escaped the 
slaughter. 4 . . ' 
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CHAP. V. 



ITROM THE DESTRUCTION OP THlg? CHURCH 
ANB MONASTERY A^ ». 875, Xtt THEIR RE- 
STORATION A. D. 1113. ' 



HiTfiERTO the affairs of Hexham are s^^well 
understood as such events can be^so long after 
their occurrence. But with the succession of the 
bisbc^s of Hexham ceasps for a long" pericd the 
oiea^n^ss of iti^ history. On the abanjie^meBt 
of the episcopal chair by its last possessory.: it 
app^rs'thi^£ardttlf<tben bishop of l^i^^is^n) 
asammd episcopal juri^l^tioQ over the s?e of 
HexlttcA* and, as was not un^isu^l >n the history 
of these bishoprics, exercised the^pi^eopal func- 
tions over both in common. But the repeated 
incursions of the Danes rendered untenable the 
island home of St. Quthbert,* and, when the seat 



* After the devastation of Northumberland by Haldanei Ear^ 
dulf the bishop, and abbot Eadred^ of Lindisfarn^ With the body 
of St. Cuthbert, and the greater part of their treasures, wandered 
about from place to place, till at length they found rest at 
Cunca-chester, Chester, or Chester«le*8treet ; and as the see of 
Hexham was vacant on account of the violent persecutions by 
the Danes> Eardulf began t6 exercise the episcopal functions in 
that territory. Thu^ a. d; 88S, 197 years after the death of 
Cuthbert^ and in the reign of GiUkred, the episcopacy of Hex- 
ham was reatored at Chester. Ric Hag. lib. iL cap. 2. SurteesT 
Hist* vol. i. p. S. . 
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of the episcopacy was removed to Chester^ 
MreeU the power of the bishop was still ext^nd- 
-ed over the abandoned diocese of Hexham* 

The monarchs of the Heptarchy had all suo- 
^essively fallen before the arms and the poliqy 
ofMg^ert, king of the West Saxons; ' and in 
the once mighty and terrible throne of Nor- 
thumberland was now seated a viceroy of the 
king of England, ruling with a rude hand a 
distant and unimportant province of the empire. 
The barbarous JEarls of Northumberiand knew 
too little of the arts of civilization to value 
highly a tract of land that they disdained to 
cultivate. Wholly engrossed in private jars or 
bickerings abroad, they had no time to waste on 
thoughts of peace. Turbulence usurped the 
place of power; superstition terrified religipn 

•^ Bgbert hath^Bf conquest Mercia, entered Morthumberland« 
He foun^ the kiogdom in a state of anarch j, as it had remained 
since the death of Ethelred in 795. The conquest, or rather 
aubnoiarion, of the Northumbrians, may be dated about 826. 
Guthred, w,ho is called king >in the note abore, must have been 
the viceroy or gOFeraor of Nortbumberland, under Alfrid the con- 
tempprary. sovereign of England, who confirmed Guthred's do- 
nations to ^e church oS Chester. Chron. Aug. Cant. .Giiihr^ 
was Appointed king at the desire of St. Cuthbert, who, in a vision, 
commanded Eadred, abbot of Luel (Carlisle) and one of hio own 
followers, to appear before the Danes, and to demand of them that 
they should piurchase the liberty of Guthred, son of Hardiknut, 
whom they had sold as a slave to a widow at Whittii^ham, that 
they should shew him to the people, bind tlie armiUa on his right 
arm, and proclaim him king. The armilla was a bracelet worn as 
the insignia of royalty by ihe |)rince elect. Guthred reigned ten 
years, and died a. d. 894. A4f rid, king of England, and Eardulph, 
first bish<^ of Chester and last of Lindisfarn, died the same year. 
fiobert Hegge, Legend of St Cuth. p. 28 and note. 
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from their minds; they wanitod paliey as well 
as power to check the proverbial ^rapacily of. the 
monks of St Cuthbart; and dt appe^s ihat with 
the episcopal sway^ the wealtfa»' the rights; and 
privileges of the territory a£ Wilfrid wsoe all 
wrested to the use of the already Apdffa^inl 
church of Chester. In the. same sjHrit (the hi- 
shopric .was removed to Durham ; * and .oae 
extensive diocese arose out of the ruins of IJq- 
disfffrn and Hexham, mhile an iimnense aooes- 
sion of power, and an unaecountahle increase of 
temporal wealth flowed in upon the spiritud 
brethren of the chutdi o£ Durham. 

It is out of otir course to trace the iortvukM, 
or rather the misfortunes^ of Hexham, thus ab- 
sorbed in the gulf of her rival We can only 
lament that the superior policy of Theodore ii^ 
his multiplication of the Northumbrian churches 
—a plan so necessary to the civili:^ation of the 
then rude inhabitants, that even in this refined 



* A. D. 995, Aldwine, admonished bj a dream^ fled' from 
tlie recurring rage of the barbarians^ taking the holy body 
and treasures of the church of Chester to Ripon, where they 
remained thisee or four months. On their retun^, Durham Was 
miraculou£fly pointed out as the chosen place of Ctithbert's fufiire 
scgourn. And thus the church of Hexham, succ^ksi^ely transfer- 
red to Lindisfarn and Chester, revived at Durham. " DutuHmum 
cujus sedes fuit apud Hagustaldensem Ecolesiain, et alia sedes 
«pud HaMand:* Brief Chron. Sum. fT^)^eA to Hitt. Sim. Diin. 
Aldwine was the last bishop of Chester an'd the first of Dufham, 
where he ascended the episcopal chair A. l>. ^9^* He wits tutor 
to Edward the Confessor; and died about a. li. 1,020. Hegge. 
Thus the bishopric of Hexham was transferred to Lindisfkm 
«bout A. D. 860 ; thence to Chester a. p. S%% ; and lastly to 
Durham a« d. 996. 
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^e it lias claimed the notice of Ae iegi8biture<~ 
w«s thwarted and turned aside: Hiat the 
reaourees of the country ivere drained, and lis 
lahabilasite left like its soil, impoveiished and 
neglected, to be choked with weeds iii its fer-^ 
tility, and to lie naked in its .bonenness, fi>rjthe 
a^randiMmant of Hieniwho abandoned the diKty 
they hadicsokmniy undertaken, and «oveted the 
w^eliltb and power whieb tfaiey had still more 
soletnnly sworn to fona|ce« During the long 
period of its submission to the church of Dur- 
ham, we see no attempt made, no exertion used, 
by the ric)i and powerful bishops of that, sep, 
to rake the church of Hexham &om its ruins. 
All that, time it lay neglected, and appyarently 
doomed never again tb rear its walls^ Better 
fortune, however, w^s at hand. The avknce and 
pride of the bishopsof Durham began to ^exceed 
all bounds, and\at length broke out into open 
rebeUion. .On the aeoession of Henry h. Ra^ph 
Fiamberd, bishop of Durham, wis seized by 
the king, and laid in ifions; ^ and ^ a fisu'tber 
^tii^shment, the bafdny of Hexham, and the 
spiritual jurisdiction over its territory, which 

^ Henry, crowned at Westminster a. d. 1100» sends Ranulf, 
Utkop of DuijIpuRin, to thie tQW«r. Ann- Way/erley, l^^^r-'Henry 
L the same yew of his acscecnion 1 IQO, and of. 1ms i^aF^age wUI) 
the daughter of Malcolm king of S^and, /^aus^d JMpK <hiakK)p 
of Durjbam, ^ be put la fetters—- '^ Mitti fecit ffi MHmpedibus,'^ 
Chron. Salis. p. 3.— <* Radulfus EpUcopUS Dunebnctnsia de ens- 
todia egreosua est." On Feb. Qd, 1|01, he.fl«4 to NoriMwdy/ 
rinsed an ariQy^ joiiyd with Robert, .and caa)e' to Eogiaqd.on 
August 19th of the same year. Chron. Salis. 3. 
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hadibe^i usurped by Durham, were given to 
the archbishop dTYork. Thus surrounded on 
all sides by the diocese of Durham, Hexham 
beoame and to.this'day remains a peculiar of 
the arohiepiscopal see. * 

Ithas be^i ahready shewn that the fall of the 
bishopric iof Hexham was soon fdlowed by the 
ruinof its monastery,^ Of the fate of the monks, 
we must remain in ignorance. It is but too 
piobaUe that they all perished by the swords of 



. ^ ** Henry I. in Tetentvent of the conduct of Bishop FJamberd, 
dismembered it» end gave it to York." Hutch* i. 91- Wallis^ ii. 
7S. " The reign of Henry I. when this church was separated 
fiom the see of Durham." Beaut Bog. and Waldi, ziL l68. 
" The bishop of Durham retained possession of Hexham till the 
reign of Henry I. who being offended with Bishop Flam- 
berd« transferred it^o the see of York, together with jurisdiction 
orer the county of Cumberland» which before belonged to the ^ee 
of Hexham. But that part of the diocese of Hexham which lay 
within tlie county of Notthumberland, was continued subject to 
the bishop of Durham ; the other division was partly under the 
government of the archbishop of York* and partly of the bishop 
of Glasgow, from the year 1118 to the year 1185, when k was 
assigned to the newly established see of Carlisle." Thus.tjifi 
dismemberment of Hexham from Durham is by common consent 
referred to the period stated in the text! It must be observed, 
howeverj, that non? of the historians of Northumberland quote 
their auUiority for this important assertion ; and it is but candid*^ 
to add tliat we have not been able to trace the fact to the CkiHh' 
nicies, or to those authentic sources from which we have always 
endeavoured to derive our information. 

''One noble specimen of its original grandeur still remains, the 
fitte Ootfaic archway, opening into Gilligate. This is supposed 
with great reason to have been the entrance-gate to the abbey in 
the days of Wilfrid. We owe its preservation to the judgment 
of the Rev. Robert Clarke, who procured the removal of the di- 
lapidated roof, encundbered as it was with heavy loads of eardi, 
Which threatened the destruction of the whole gateway. 
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the in^vwtersi The tiboiiastei^itay i» rains^ till 
tke^isit of die iaecpnd; Thomas, asehbifihop^c^ 
York» wfacH stmds: witii^itbf TCooUeclion of itsi 
iineieiit grandev^iaMTwitlyatsitfa^ oldiahctaily^ 
desohitioo, cesolvetitoibeebiiid it9;ir^td];«irj:rdp 
miHegr its secmdifouhdl^c;: forlaithongb atxlib^ 
titiMi>Mm6^/^iirt&'>b^(^e^kiiiiie»t^>i^^ meii^ 

of 'the doHfiesttc >baildilig9/.nmst iiialVi^ieQitiiely 
yielded ^ to: the • waite midi ^lapidatiiki lofl mmid 
lAiaV'two hundKd yeass^jof idekdbtien/diir^ 
V^iksh i long pe»ddi' it had lailr in! i iUbsb jafter 
being piUaged abd bunied by the DanesJ 
' ^ ' Of the stateof the church of Hexham* during 
the period under review,, little more is under-^ 
stood than has bem abreidy^hewii, partl/p^fiS^ 
Sut it jis impottant tofx>bserve, and this infor- 
nl^rtdon^e derive fifoxi!i;t^' state: of the chatoih^ 
that the tbtim of Hexham, attfae timefof.wMch 
we^^Mp speaking, <begah :i^n. to ; assiabie ati 
a^pieai'ltnee of some seohsequeqcei 'Remains of 
its original greatness .iver^j still visible in the 
time of Richard *^ ut antiquitdtis vestigia tes- 
taiitur," although at that tinale.f^' modijoa et 
rard cult<»re habitata.- But this descriptiop, it 
must be recollected, applies to the; period after 
a second devasstatioti. 

It is not positively ass^ted by any of the 
andent authorities, and affirmed by only one 
modern writer, that Hexham shared in the 
destruction poured upon Northumberland by 
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(hie vageof Wiai9m^}esl]0Ath&iionqnAcf94 Biit 
the fvitafasf^ oc more propiedy the iViJiHtxtkms^ of 
Id jigs were aliirayfi ptfrioiis^of ienor, ii^en 0E de- 
sttuMioii^to Hexhetm^as will8ppeai^mtb€^8eqlld 
o£tttttrbirtar7/ IiitfaeiAieaati]iie^ifeixwjrbeM£. 
fieiimt to. recbarl^ that: the ^(moa.of Hesdfam 
flcwisbed UiideV' jlihe bkhopricy and, wm rediuMd 
t^.xtKm £kiximufu»i with 4he chjareb^ted tibe pi^ 
yiiiar;< i;bat It j^ypeasa^ id ba¥e Aiioeii a setoOd 
tbntfibDtiitewIy^aiid^to.aDiiUeQLteilt;^ tbM$(¥Hi 
aften/ita:«ed:«al k lagaiit beerafte th^)<pre]r of 
fiMK^aoHLtheplfideofdeiaol^tioii; tbat^itiiOikst 
have iaiiiie^atdly^49pmngifr5i)3(i^ 
a^^Ulige;b4&ii^ the xebiuUing of tbe motias* 
tevyi:) that it flotoisAied'/ivith itbajb.. inatistutioA^ 
sorvived' kps firt»r;«t theiEe&^ itodbaa 

be^' slowfy bat \gi^daally increasiiig/ ey^r 
wiM;. ^ So that, compariD^ its present jsrf»Ae 
with what it was under the bishops^ it aj^eacs 
that wiuKt it it'ants in digiiityand.Gonseqiiene^ 
It has gained in popuhition and extent* that its 
fiituve iii^dsperity depmids^ upon its own re* 
soU'roes; and that tbe attention of its inha- 
VksamtOf trade and; agriculture places that 
p^osf^tUiy oit a .surer' basis, and raises it to a 
ksftieir b^gfaty thflpti k^evw oou}d have attained 
beneath the patronage of. the l»shopa or the 
ptiDtdetion of the monastery. 



C. V*. , .,, AWlK.N.T.S'^At)?^ ': •1W5 



. A. D. Ills, TO THfe DISSOI^UTION A. D. 1539* 



lif^e ypar^.^^qpc^f^ing ti^^j^stojra^lpii erf its ino:* 
nasteiy are indued ji^,tl^^§ t^^^i:. 

to tbie {b^majtian of a pr^bendifl jst^l in the ca^ 

aft^rwf^y^, ef^pjried by tbe priqn ? In Nqyem- 
l^ ?jU3}jj T^^PWaft t^ :s^?9nd arcj^bishop pf 
Ypf^t hS;Sq;^r purs^ije^, hi^ 4^§ig» fi?r % 
r^aY,?.t|9n^,Qf tlifi pui^^ church tf St. A^drew^ 
^h^tj ii^sqb^tJiUo^!^^ wa3 appc^nt^its 

fi^^t jjf^ftr. ThiSf l^ppnan successor of the olji 
Anglo-Sa^fj.5«peppr?.of He^cham Abbpy ^3? 
with his brethren a canon regular of the order 
of St AwgHstiWfei jg[^ js^acribpd. ^ ^a ptild, 
peaceable tnai^ who wbuld rather lb$e his rights^ 
tbj^n injure f tie ftipj^ of Iws mfjn^stery by con* 
tending for them. ^Rp died March 17tb, 1180. 
IJjis suipipjessor,* llpjbeirt Biisset, either more daring 

^ Thomas tiid ^nt imukit a* prebend tiefore the restoration^ 
and gave it 4o a canon c^ Bi^vefley, Riefaai d de Maton. RiG^: 
Hag* p. ii, cap. 54 v8ee Men. Ang. vol. lii. p. u p. 140.. ^ 

* lieland liin! vol. vif. p. 60^ 

A A 
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or more ingenious than he» was fortunate enougjb^ 
to recover the property of the priory out of the 
hands of its secular possessors* Aitan or EiHan^ 
the priest who has been before mentioned^ 
struck with the heinousness of hh offence in 
retaining ecclesiastical property, surrendered his 
right into the hands of the second prior with a 
fair phylactery, a cross of silver containing the 
relics of Acca atnd Alcmund, which he begged 
might be kept in perpetual memory of th^ 
restored freedom of the church. ' 

The state of the cathedral at the period of tfee 
restoration requires no description. Time has 
been less busy to destroy, than barbarous taste 
has been eager to deface; The charters confirm- 
ing the possessions and privileges of the church 
were preserved in the time of Richard. They 
were granted at different periods, and tinder the 
seals of the archbishops and chapter of St. Peter's 
at York, Henry and Stephen, kings of England,, 
and the popes Calixtus and Eugenius. 

' The date of this event is not ascertainedi bul it must hare- 
been long af^r ihe accession of Robert teethe priorate-, as Ridiard 
of Hexham modestly infers his own presence as a witness. " Et 
de ijpsa Hagustaldensis Ecdesic ^idam canonicua nomine 
Mcardus," &c. p. ii. cap. 9^ It must be-dbserred that the 
manor of Hexham still appertained to the see of York; the pos- 
sessions of the priory were those only which are recorded in the 
appendix. The manor belonged. to the archbishop; the property 
of the churcbwas in the hands of Richard de Maton^ and Ailan 
held, only a stipend o«t of that property. The former was pur* 
chased by the chapter of St. Peters, and given to the pctorji; ; the 
latter was surrendered as in the text Ailan,. jun. afWrwarda 
assumed the cowl at Durham. 
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In 1119f^ on the deatib of Thomas theis^cQnd, 
Tburstan succeeded to the archbishopric of 
York and the temporalities of Hexham, He 
was consecrated by Calixtus at Rheims, with 
424 persons whom that pope found it necessary 
thus to win to his intereist in order to oppose 
the pretensions of his rival Gregory* The king, 
(Henry I.) it is said, was very indignant at this 
conduct in the pope, and still more so at the 
archbishop's submitting to be made the tool of 
faction. Thurstan was a patron to Hexham^ 
and a benefactor to its monastery, which was 
finished at the period of his succession. ^ 

^ Richard dates lus death in 1 1 14« and, pronounces ai| elevated 
culoglum on his many rirtues. 

^ The style of the architecture, particularly the long narrow 
sharp-pointed windows, which began to he used in the reign of 
Henry L seem to fix decidedly ithe date of, at least, great part 
of the present diurch. The priory appears fiom the few remaiits 
to owe its origin to the same hand. Three ornamented arches 
on the south side of the pceseafc Abbty, fix the site of the ehapm 
ier-'house, A few years ago, the walks of the cloistecs. might be 
traced; and, within the memory of man, an elegant oratory 
stood on the south-east Me of the garden, its -roof of stone was 
richly ornamented and supported by four Ionic columns. The 
priory arose out of the ruins of St. Wilfrid's Abbey. It was a 
noble and spacious building, of a qiiadran^lar figure. The 
cloisters of tabernacle work, the entrance to the church richly 
wrought. The large room in the present building is supposed 
to hare been the refectory. A bedstead of antique carved 
work in oak with the words-—*' Eboracensis Diocesis medit hoc 
opus A«— ominl Millesnmo "Quingint— >" was lately preserved 
in the abbey, and a curious columnar gravestone was digged up in 
the cloisters, inscribed — "P. uer Jurdani** — andomameiited with 
crosses. The abbey gate, and the low arch in the long backside, 
are of the date 673* The church, cloisters. See. are dated 11 IS. 
The other variations of style are to be accounted for by the dese-i 
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Ih 111^, tfce'klhjg of Bdote Besieged ^he distle 
of Prudhd^, and HekWltn eiperi^ced a rbyal 
visitation. 

In IISS, the jfope's Wgdtfe, oh his l^ay tb 
Carifele, was reverently teceivW liyHle Brethl-en 
<Jf Hexhtim> who tejitesehtfed to Wrfith^t three 
of their men had btefen ld!Wa,'iirid^t*^dH«'^th»?^^ 
vilhges; Bterintun (EMhg^) And i>ig&ttAtti 
<Dis«iii^on) ravaged by Edgar, the s6n of BAfl 
Cospatt^ck, That ht had de«aiH<ea the jiftbir h 
whole night, ahdflegrAd^ him by tttbickeiie^ MA 
contumely, in defiance bf tHe j^fetfri^ arid trthife 
granted to the church oiF HeiSiam; The l^gatb 
urged these injuries to the king of Scots, who 
m^de satisfaction to the dhui-ch bf HexMifr, re- 
stored all the priispners, and engaged that his 
armies never agiaih should Violate satlctuiiites, nor 
again murder Women and thtidreii^ The legate 
return^ to Hexham with the w^cbtrie riewS 
about'the feast of St. Michael the same year. ® 

In 11«8, Jahiiary 16th, King JChivid ;!$)eht 
William^ son of £h»ncan^ with many .Scdts^ to 
ravage Nbithumb^ifend, b^mg hiAMf em 
«d at the siege ^of Wark. A party of Scots 

iation after the burning bj the Danesy llie rebuil^ng aftier tbe 
l>urning by the Sdots, Sir Reginald. Cl^maiby's alterations and re- 
buildiug ^er the reformation. See the date and arms. over the 
^oach-hbuse— 1539* Theabb^ was altered and repairad by.^ir 
Walter €alverly Blackett, Pa^^abopt 1736-— Burned by acd- 
dent^and entirdy rebuiit by T* R- l^oaumonV S^g-^-rA^^B 
burned^ and ugain repaired^, withip, Uieise few years. 

^ J4>hn of Hexham, iSe Geslis. Huron's Hist, of Soot. &c 



c.Vt. •" 'AiftWiTt"stJiViR.- . >j|89 

ei^^lafg 'tbe tym i#t Whrflenv Ifrerfe stttaoked 

men of SilM,ii\,tha^hoi coie ^soqpetL .Tim 
cSMiti^Stg^aix ipiiyttHk^ <f)tle vehgtoittsfe oil the 
Sedts; and Wiltiakii, trith aHMk iiifluence'aiid 
ikflidtulicte <<onia HBHSiy Mire the prioj^r from 
th^r fHjr)r; Da<Vid tetne with ia^ fattes icy (Cm* 
bMSge, iskii ^m^^mlsA the isMMStity 6f Hi^hant. 
1?1M Hibk ii^eb^tkl ac^dniss an^ j^toi by John 
and lU^hkM it>f <th^'ti«»iidiiet' of the Soots in. this 
expedition. Their fiuy was potgred oatoh qil} 
^s^^ )^ito^i«*al!'ilftea with slkiighfes, MHffhg, 
3hd fliAni^; l/h^y pitied neither s^x^ ago, 
nc^ rtiiik; the 'ftfegtitnit wet^ -i4ppdd< cfwo; 
the virgin and the Widow sMa ; their htisiiaDdl 
and fiith^ W^re ^^^togethfer with f(^)^'forbed 
b^esl<^ thie ijf^oke, and driv^ in flpek& info 
JB^btkhd; Th« M^g gave to Robert the. pri^ 
his pl^e of ^ety^ y«t tht^ Scots hvdke the 
sSdnbhiatjr, «nd diefiled the isacred placesr Mir»- 
eles of course interfered to Save the dhmreh of 
taeitfaam, and td |>ntti^h its invade. ^ 

. 7, 7]^ Sc^Mx -soMiera #ho;prMvnied ta violate 
St AfichaelJ]the present church cf St. John^Lee) were horribly 
punished. Both Vre^ '^^Hck^h vAkfi ma^iieu, Th^ boiles ^f .oab 
turned to stone^ and finally mouldered away. The other in his 
€renxy;irush€d inlo th^ Xjn^ «9d wrt^s ^cpwned* The flo.wer of this 
-axmy fyi.atihQ. battle. of the S^n^ard.; Jhe ensigns of HV}^ 
isnd St* Joim ii^d -k COnnpicupua plaice xm th^ grand cross erected 
4U the pole of the standard. . Nexi.jeBr ^ ^e;Confp^ct betwceii 
David ai^d Stephen, when Henry the son of DaVi^ was ma^e 
IBarl of CumbectirrA, it \r^ '^^sp^AQV diMltared that he ihdiild 
issume no rig|ht to the ierrlHoiiy df the chir^ (>f St.'Aildi^ 
ef Hexham. 11*9. ' 
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In 1148, Robert fiisset, prior of B^ss^bam^ 
if«8 expelled from his monastery, apd b^me^a 
monk uhd^r Bernard abbot of Claifvaux. 

In 114iS, Richard ((he historian) was confirm- 
ed prior o£ Hexham, by Dean William ^d 
the chapter of' York. The archbishop being 
incapable of acting, as the abbots.of Rievsl and 
Eoutotains, the priors of Gisbum and Eirkham, 
and Robert the hospitaler, had appealed against 
him,, and his cause was about to be tried \n the 
pbpal consistory. . . 

In 1159^ David kimg'of Scotland and £Url 
Henry his son tnet the- cardinal, legate at H^. 
ham, and were honourably entreated. This was 
the fihit and last -pacific royal yislt 
'. In 1896, S4 Ed. L in an inroad pf the Scots, 
the priory was burned down by these invader^ ; 
the nave of St Andrew's churcii. suffered the 
same fate, and has never been restored. A 
achool-house is mentioned as having shared in 
the conflagration. * 

In 1297, the Scots returne4.: They lodg^ 
in Hexham, and maltreated the religious, not- 
withstanding their letters of protection from the 
Earl of Murray and Sir William Wallace.^ 

* 1296, Scotti pnoratum H«g. cum tola tUIe iDceodio 
destruzerunt. Leiandi yiL 5S<-^. At tbe tame time the Bun- 
liery of Laihbley and the monastery of Corbridge were burned 
to die ground. Heron's Hist of Scot 

. ^ The Scottish chieftain told the prier that he found it impos- 
sihie to repress the fury of liis countrymen ; and that under his 
immediate protection only could ha be in safety. Heron. 
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In 1846^ the town was pflkged by Darid 
king of Scots. He marched by Liddell Castle, 
Lanercost, NaWorth, and Redpath^ to Hexham, 
where he remained three d^ys; apd the town 
was •saved firom' fire;, being kept as a place for 
prtifviinon. * Thte army • was soon after defeated 
at 'NiBVille's Cross. * 

The next remarkable event connected with 
Hexham was the dreadful battle oif Hexham 
Levels, in 1 469. The long itvaggle betw^n the 
rival housesf came to be decided in Northuniber^ 
land^ and as far as the nortli of England wais^ 
concerned^ iHe battle of Hexham was thecoi^ 
elusion of the contest. Henry VI; his queen, 
prince Edward, and the French nobles who had 
been sent to his assistance by the king df 
France, inarched with the northern lords of 
their party from Alnwick about Whitsnhtide.- 
The command of the ^Lancastrian itoaps wbs 
given to the Earl of Somerset ; and the army 
-wai composed of:Fi?eQch, Scott£ih,.and Nor- 
thumbrian soldiers, scarcely one of whom had. 
not:already fought or sufib^ for the cimse they 

^ David made Hexham Abbey the place of his muster. His 
army amounted, to 2000 men completely armed, with a multitude 
of irregular. - According to other accounts^ he commandtd 
40,G0Q men. 

2 HplL Chron. i. S40-1. Wallis, ii. 1Q5« John Ck>pe1and ' 
took David prisoner, and was rewarded with the honour pf 
knighthood and £ 500 per annum. He was sheriiT of North. 
20 Ed. III. The young and spirited monarch struck out three 
of Copeland's teeth with his gauntlet while he was in the) '^^ ^f 
sei2ing him« 
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iii)w ^me to def^n4 Tbeir |^le^ was the 
94ared memory of Ji6«iiy V. and thflu ^Qp0 
fifoiiihis propcii»ipig grtwdsQlu Qwgte^^^H 
and present possoaslon.tluSew gffiaii 9^eig|it Into 
tiM opposite ^ealq. The Lapoteteiaas eoeamped 
itear the tLinmik on the a^iMii bank «£ the 
X)eyil Water, and awaited the advance of their 
€taeinib& 

. King. Ed^aitd vtnk at Ydrk ; bat the Iiord 
Mbntague^ ctoilimandier oC the troops of t&e wbit^ 
rase parfy, was alteadjr In If orthombeirliaid, axid 
had gainied a batUe afc Htdgelejr Moor, where 
Sk Balpb Percy fell : the obly nobleinan of hia 
party .wk(^ had H saved the Mrd in his breast'* 

. Montague indmediateliyr * marked to warda 
Hex^azn, Imowmg that dday was life to. the 
Lancastrians, aad defeat death to their, cause. 
On Majr I14th, tlie wn^ies engaged ; and after a 
short bjut bloody faatde, viittory dediued for the 
army of Edward. Henry, owed his safety to the 
fleetness of his steed; and it b isupppsed that 
he enjoyed it only for a few days. ? 

The queen and the young prince escaped 
into the adjoining forest ; and their adventures 
on that night are so romantic as to raise the 
tone of history. The rocky banks of the river 
Devil, and the recesses of Hexham Forest, 
lyere the Retreat of a band of ruffians, wl^o }n 

' It 18 certain that li^ the space of one year he was a prisoner 
in the tower. 
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that peildd oif di«tradfr<m Ibuaii ioa &ik a ptea 
for tbeit deisfifetKte liifi ih* negleeted laws and 
the tgx:alnjpt^ol* Miek biftter^. To all the insults 
of mcti Wfefl 'the trrihappy qiiemrtvils exposed, 
tJftawed by h^.ranKi trfftdudbted #ith pity at 
her sex and sitaatiHHV^'vriiich were si^ci^iit to 
pitlikt^ th^ eniQfW ttect gt^ed her character 
■^they sel^^d' b^ peisf^ift^.irtripped^ her of her 
jewels, and woaldhtfte proceeded to greater 
lildlgriitiefc?, hSd feot^^^ Ibrtunate quarrel abbut 
the division^ of* tWii* ij^ll affoipded the queen 
an opportunity to' ^escape. , , 

IWigtt and th^ fdrdst shielded her from pur- 
suit. But o^preSsfed witli sorrow, terror, and 
fatigue, «he hiad not travelled far until another 
rbBber crossed her p4th. The great soul of 
Mai*gai!et wa^ not to be! depressed by acciimu- 
lateid . fiii^f6rtuned ; i^hie approached the man, 
aAd, assutainfg thi^ iappearance of confidence, 
entrusted to him the defeitce of his prince. 
Impuliie is seldom mistaken ; great actions 
hd¥dly ever plead in vain •, and confidence un- 
aisked IS rarely aftlisei This ruffian had the 
feelings of a man, and immediately accepted 
ilie sacre4' ti;^st reppse^ in' him. The wretched 
but setiure asylum to which he conveyed the 
unhappy Margaret retains the name of the 
' Quieeilfs GaVe.^ ^ The roof is stiU supported 

^ The QuMn's Cave liesp beneath the southern bank of the 
litde rnrer, buictiy opipasite to the faf m-house on the Black Hill. 
Its situation is extremely s^cludedl ' An idea of the queen's 

B B 
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by a pillar of rade masonry, as if to prove that 
man had once inhabited its melancholy glpomv 
Shortly afterwards the queen escaped to Scot- 
land, and thence to the castle of Rene of Anjou 
her father, to make new attempts, which ended 
in the destruction of her hopes* * 

The Duke of Somerset was taken and be- 
headed at Hexham, and there buried. The 
lords Roos,.Molins> Hungerford, and Findern, 
were also taken,, and executed on the Sandhill 
at Newcastle, and were buried in the cburcb of 
the Friars Minors and Augustines. Of those 
who escaped from Hexham field, the Earl of 
Kime was apprehended a long time after in 
Redesdale, and beheaded at Newcastle, and in- 
terr^ beside his Mlo w-suflferers, Humphrey 
Nevil remained near' the river Derwent, con- 
cealed t^7i(/er the earth for the space of five years, 
and was afterwards seized in ELcdderness, and 
beheaded by the Earl of Warwick and others. 

All the French lords, except Sir Pierce Brace, 
were taken at Holy Island, by Robert the iJord 
Ogle and. other lords and esquires of Northum- 

accommodatioDSt in this wretched retreat may be concefved frosi 
its present extent^ which does not exceed 31 feet in its greatest 
}ength> and 14 feet in breadth^ wi)ile the height will scarcely 
allow of a person's standing upright. According to tradition, the 
rude pillar forms part of a wall which divided the cave longitu- 
dinally for the accommodation of Margaret and her son I Surv^ 
made for the Author, April Sd, 1822. 

« See Hume's History of England. . S*e alto a beautiful 
poetic illustration of this interesting historiette in Colman's Mu- 
sical Play of tke Battle of Hexham^. 
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berland, and were ransomed. De Brace threw 
himself into Alnwick with the French troops, 
and held out till he was relieved by the Scottish 
garrison of Berwick, under the Earl of Angus, 
and carried ^safely into Scotland. Sir Ralph 
Grey held out in Bamburgh ; and Dunstan- 
burgh was defended by a Frenchman called 
Goys.— Thus these three strong castles hdd 
out for Henry VI. till Edward, being at Dur- 
ham in 1464, sent the Earl of Warwick, Mon- 
tague (now Earl of Northumberland) Scrope, 
and many other lords into Northumberland to 
recover these castles and subdue the counfoy. 
Alnwick was twice taken and retaken. Dun- 
stanbuigh followed, and Goys was beheaded at 
York, the garrison being dismissed. Bamburgh 
held out till after midsummer. After its cap- 
ture. Grey was taken to Doncaster, and deprived 
of the honour of knighthood. His gilt spurs 
vfrere hewed from his feet, his sword and all his 
armour broken upon him, and taken from him 
in the iield. ^ He was afterwards beheaded. * 



^ Sir fialph Grey w»i Kniglit of the Garter and Chaplain of 
Wark and Roxburgh in 1436. He defended it against 30,000 
Scots headed by James I. Stowe says that Edward remitted the 
degradadon recited in the text. 

* '' The reason of this punishment was his perjury and double- 
ness to Henry VI. the late king^ and also to Edward IV. that 
now is. His head was taken to London on Saturday the eve of 
St. Mary Magdalene, 1464, and fixed on a high pole upon Lon- 
don Bridge for the public view. CXn whose soul, God, have 
mercy!" See the Year-Book— Easter^ 4 Edward IV. fol. 10. 
and Gent. Mag. No?. 1792. 
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Three of Henry -s followers weie made pri- 
soners at the batde of Hexham^ who :bad in 
their custody his helmet and 4[\tb crowns richly 
adorned, which were presented to King Edward 
at York, on Wednesday, May asd, 14i64i. 

Those of the. liancfastrian sidle who escaped 
from the battle of Hexfaaifa, fendubed mis^|:y an 
every shape and hue, till 'deatU ^relieved l^m. 
<*^I have seen the Diike'of Eietfr. ruH on foot 
and bare-legged aftear the Duke of Burgundy's 
train, begging his biidad for Qod^ sake ; ; but he 
uttered not his narifte.^'/^-^Btesfeed iiJ the oauntcy 
that is free from the^ homtors of civil war. 

^The state of sdciety at this period is -too eiii- 
dent from the vicinity of die freebooters of Hex- 
bam Forest, and from the fact tihat a spectacle 
Uke that which succeeded the battle of Hex- 
ham has found no plate in the t)*aditions of the 
people. No legend points out the scene of 
action, and historians diflfer so widely, that it is 
yet a pertinent question — where was the battle 
of Hexham fought ? We have the Sandhill 
and the church of the Augustines at Newcastle 
recorded as the places of death and sepultiu'e 
to the Northumbrian lords; but no tradition- 
ary tale has preserved the place of the Duke of 
Somerset's execution. ^ 

^ MemoiTf of PfaSlip de Gotnines. 

® The Queen's.Cave, the Queen's Letch, and the Guards'.Lane, 
undoubtedly point out the scenes of action related in the text 
All the modern historians of Northumberland agree that Duxfield 
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No'ioipoBtont event ftistiogni^bi^ Hescham 
till the ^riod of ihe reCwmiMtkin.^ This great 
event was a 'd^h-bkyw %q the tiding eo^fi^* 
quenejB ^ H^xhaiin. The qitil and religioHS 
liberty it brought was liare a worthless Ui?a^ 
itig ; for, long after the r^rmatioD, th^ natives 
bf this district continued- unchanged in their 
religious sentiments. . Previous to the di/3$olu<- 
tion of the grentie]* houses^ * of which He;Kham 
was among the latest, many noblemen; and 
gentlemen of the north, d9:$gusted with the 
steps that had been already taken to thbow off 
the pope?s siipren^aey, raised the . standard of 
rebeUion. liord Daroy^ Kobert Ask,, JB^qi, Sk 
Robert Constable, Sir John Bulmer and bis 
wife. Sir Thomad Percy, brother to the Edrl of 
Northumberland; Sir Stephen Hiamerton, Ni-* 
cholas Tempest, and W- Lumley, Esq. with 
40,000 priests,, peasants^ and labourers, began 



dates its name from the battle of Hexluim. Yet the name of 
Robert de Duzfield accurjs as early as 36 Ed. III. See the return 
of members to serve in the parliament holden at Westminster 
in LS62^— 100 year4 b(^4fre ike baHle of Hexham I 

"^ The dissolution of religious houses began in 1538, and all the 
greater ones ended in t539, 1 1 i^ supposed that in England 50,000 
men were churchmen, and the expense of keeping them £7- each. 
Total revenues of the abbeys, £l6l,000. Total nuniber of 
houses, 370. Revenues, £30,090. Pole> Lord Hierbert. 

« The statutes 11th R VII. c 2— 22d H. VIII. cap. 12— 
27th H. VIII. c. 25 — weM aevere against the poor, andthe down- 
fall of the monasteries, whose granaries and kitchens had been 
open to them in the time af dearth, was severely felt. What can 
be said in defence of the deitruotlon of 1 10 hospitals for the sick 
poor, the most innocent and useful of any cherity whatever? 
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the Pilgrimage of Grace. Their object was 
to restore the papal power in England. But 
this ^emingly dangerous coalition was soon 
overcome. Zeal encountered zeal, and justice 
armJed with power soon suppressed this ill-oon- 
e^rted enterprise. By the king's command, 
the abbots of Salley, Whalley, Norton, and 
Hexham, wei^e dragged out of their monas- 
teries, and executed by martial law ! ® 

There were fourteen religious at Hexham at 
the dissolution. Those under twenty-four were 
obliged to turn out; the elder brethren were 
allowed 40^. a year and a gown.^ The name 
of the last prior was Edward Say or Jay. Thus 
the bishopric of Hexham ended in the violent 
death of its last bishop, who, it is supposed, was 
drowned on his way to Uome : and the disso- 
lution of the priory was sealed with the blood 
of its last superior, who was hanged at the gates 
of his monastery. ^ 

^ Collier, u. p. 132. Life of Cardinal Pole, i. 192. 

^ The abbots and priors, foreseeing the storm, rdsed the fines 
for leases very high, and brought the rents low, so that 
they ahould have something to support themselves after the cloud 
should burst. Lord Herbert. The translation of the Bible into 
the native tongue naturally induced an expectation of the disso- 
lution of that dreadful tyranny which, under the pretence of 
divine authority, had. so long been exercised by some of the most 
depraved of the human race over the minds, the bodies, and the 
fortunes of men. Gregory's Ch. Hist 

^ The site of the Abbey, the Hospital, and the revenues 
£1S2. Us. Id. (Dugdale) or £lSS. 1#. di/« (Speed) were granted 
to Sir Reginald Cainaby. 
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CHAP. VIL 

t*ROM THE KEFORMATION IN 1539 TO THE 
PRESENT TIME. 



Previous to the reformation the manor' of 
Hexham was in the hands of the great cardinal, 
and afterwards of his successor Holgate. It 
has been asserted that this was. one of the 
seventy manors belonging to the see of York, 
which by act of parliament were granted to the 
king. But the fact is, that it came to the crown, 
S6 H. VIII. by exchange for other abbey lands 
by agreement between the king and Robert Hol- 
gate, then archbishop, ^ who retained nothing 
but episcopal jurisdiction. It was sold by the 
crown (21st Elizabeth) to Sir John Forster, K. 
B. Lord Warden of the middle marches. In 
the 4Sd year of the same reign, it devolved to 
his son Sir John Fenwick, Knight, who pur- 
chased from the Camabies the impropriation 
of the abbey. His grandson Sir John Fenwick, 
Bart, sold it to Sir William Blackett, of New- 
castle, \6art. in the reign of William III. * 

^ Update was deprived by .Queen Mafy,0nd the arcbiepiico- 
pal see offered to Cardinal Pole^ who r^sed it. Holgate, says 
Pole, availed himself of the. new la ^ whi^h allowed .him t* marry 
•—and took another man's wifi^. ; 

4 Sir William Blackett died October JTd, 1705. 
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It descended to Sir Walter Calverly Blackett, 
Bart« the town's best benefactor. It is now the 
estate and manor of T. jS, Qenumont, Esq. and 
Diana bis wife, being entailed on her offspring. 
The state of society during the cardihalate of 
the great Wolsey may be gathered from the 
following extract : — 

Item, Xb® P**ke ,Qf Jt^orfolk, lately ijie l^ii^'s lieuieoant m 
tfie iiortfi^'i)arts> for £he establishment of good order in ibe said 
county piocUlfi>eK|-8lMik)n8 tt» bd'holdeli'^ild justice toi be done 
according] j5 WkereMPQn difers tltisves inhabiting in the sud 
county of Nortliumberland knowing themselves to be guilty of 
ai«ieft-8 MonvHf and/that the)i have> d«^n^^ this pUnishdaent of thd 
king^riiiwf for the s^Plf> kppw^nc;the liord Dacre to be their gpoj 
Xoxa^iLedLiXitQ'ItexhdmMkire, wnerfethe said Lord Uacre is stew- 
ard Uftdfep the tBdst Ut0tkkA^f^h6i lA Crpdy my Lord Ciirdiha4. 
Andof^-tiR^eys came ipto the pr^senibe «fd)coikipany oi\i^^ said lo(d» 
fie knowing tHem to be thieves^ and' that they were fled for sucli 
fcidMies a6 Ch^y hadicomniitted, dic^iiot hdr Would nbt lake thbm 
a&d briftg ,tlicin to ^ustice^ ^hut' wUful^y sulTev^ them, to. kee|^ 
thetnselves in the ^ald Hexbamshire^ as in sanctuary^ to the'great 
^mbblifenlAg tif all bfi^ddettf and' ofMn proof of &vour to' theto ih 
ttv^if n^l^demeanorf. 

The^said lord saith^ that to his knowledge theire did no such 
felonsV^sdit for suretyinto Hejthdmshilre'as^is alleged^ hone catne 
to his presekic^ being ^^(Sb| personis there, no. such pers^a^ had ai^ 
suflrerance or comfort of him to repair thither. At the great 
Lede holBen there'at'MichhelmaiB^ no such thin^ as are here 
alleged we^e.prefented, ^; /, ,] ' \ . 

The acts of* parliament from tl. V*II/t6 Eliz: 
to restrict and iSnally to abrogate the peculiar 
privileges of Hexhaiii have been referred tp in 

^ Articles of accusation preferred against Lord Dacre, Warden 
ei thej«a1ftr lamilmiddle ma^68 bet^c^^rigfllttid trnd Scbtlsdid, by 
the:in}i^bitkiltisofNdith«ftib<!>rlatid. ' ]0aie>finc&rt^ ; fiutbetWe!^ 
September; 1555'/ the dato of'Wolsey'sAfcceptartc* Jf tbei'^ h^at, 
and November 30th, 1530, the tim^ of' Wolsey's' death; Sec 
Hodgson's? I^isttVf Noritk /ViaL v^ ^ . ; ' ' . .' 



ffaf^. fiiBtt ftet^ of. ihb Work. . : Ji»A iBh^nlmth:^ 
jdtmst^i ifar! tiie ischool wiU.^jbe fouudi inrt^b^ 



Theintiabitante of tjthi»dijfcfar]Ot» firop^ 
and politic principlei^we^e ,ev^ .eordiatij/^iftt!- 
tariobed to the: house of Stuart,, indrat cMfferient 
pertDdfs-snffared in Iheir cau^e. . DuriQg Xbei^Mi^ 
of tfae^parlia3i]0nt)tiiey:iRrere all Cfei^aHeril^ •! la 
]t64p» Sir. John Fenmck, of WalMngtab, yrm 
el^pelled'tbe houee, as wa£» his cciUeagufe B^i^k^ 
Fjerci^. in the foUomng y^ar^ iand SirW. Car*- 
naby^ wiio was member ibr^ Morpef b^ shaved 
this cUistinction in :l€42. William Fenwiak of 
WaUington, however, was knight of the shii!^ 
nnder Cromwell, biit still a xoyalii^t. At the 
CDoiiing of the Prince of Orange, the inhabitant;^ 
of ffaif^ distnct who had sworn to Jame$ II. 
lefiiied 'the^ oath of aUegianoe to William and 
Mnry. The Forstei^ of this county, who caule 
Uitq parliament at tiie convention in 1688, weie 
etxpdkd the house aj9 rebels in 1716; i 

' The rebellion of 1715 was of luinous oonse* 
queoceto Hexham* The Earl of Derweatwir 
ter wsas idmobt adored by the poor of this district; 
Hiii/chiarity, his humility, and his innumerable 
afitisrtxfgehefbsity^ are still dwelt on wiUi rapture 
by the children <^ those who remember i his 
goodness. Many of the fathers of the present 
aged' infaabitanti^ of Hexham proved their fide- 
lity by sharing his fortunes; and the scarcely less 
desperate and iU-c6nducted enterprise of 1745 

c c 
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found p^rtUftili from Hexhbni.«-^After 174IK 
Gentnral Wade fjbcamped at Kiagsbaw Grcm; 
at once to repress any efforts of the discontented^ 
and ib isupmntend the progress* of the great 
itiaitajpy way <h)in Newcastle tD'Pitt^W . 

'- Inl76t,oft^tk6i9fcb of Marehva m^^tnigof the 
magistrates was^helddn Hexbam for^faepuqiQfie 
of baUMang for tlse milftia^ atoording to the hew 
Metv TMs>abt, ill. understood and thorougiil^ 
H^Btested, exdited* a' liirioDS commotion. 5000 
men, . mostfy miners^ assembled in' Hexham^ 
kriMed with dubs, staves, aEtd-eveB fiie-^uizi^ 
determined to oppose the iiltehtiohs of the ma^ 
gistracy. A party of the North York militia, 
stationed here, occupied the market-place, and 
against them the fury of. tbemob wasjefreled. 
With allthetemperan^of di&dfpllne,the soldiers 
withstood the assaults'and endured the insults of 
these ^ subterranean savages.' Tbe^ddt act was 
Mad without eflfect ; and impunity ^icooraging 
insolence, the ruffians^ proceeded from one out^ 
rage to another. They seized liie weapons of 
the soldiers^ and, presuming on: their patieiKse, 
{Proceeded even to murder; One c^teer,* while 
remonstrating with the rioters, was shot dead; a 
private fell at the same instant. This Wantmi 
abuse of power called for dreadful netribotion* 



^ See tbt note on Dilstoa. in tde brief sketdi of tlieBt'^liboar-» 
hood of Hexham. 

^ Mr. Joseph Hart,, of Dar)|ngton. 
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The magistrates gave the word to fire, and the 
exasperated soldiery poured in a regular and 
^destructive volley. 45 were killed^ and 800 
desperately wdundid. ^ Wbmen' and children 
were among the sufferers ; for it is an unavoid- 
able consequence of such proceedings, that the 
Innocent must suffer with the guilty. But the 
evil did not stop h^re. I'he arm of power, once 
raised, ^crushes whiencit fliMs.* Wie country was 
placed under military execution, and dragoons 
^stationed at Hexham, inspiring terror, ^ skirred 
the country round.' The ringleaders were seized, 
and one was executed. ' This awful event made 
a deep impression ^n the inhalutftnts of Hex- 
ham, and several living witnesses of the dread- 
fill tragedy recall its memory with horror. 

^ The Ibllowing table will shew the debiinon ^Ith whicK ^e 
«9raBr4o ire \vm^«Q«iptiecL with. Of49ptr8QD$Be«oreJ7)»u«fiM 

6 were twic& wounded. . .• '. r- 

18 in the thigh or thighs — compcmnd' fracture o» muscular 
W9a9d* ' :. ..' I ••,.'•■ '.r-- ..'-^ 

8 in the arm or arms, scapula. fracturec|,;Suv77rg<^Uejr8l|y 
fractures. j^- . - - . * -.-... 

] '■ 5 Jii!th^:lcg9^44;in llte^£iCe-«^intfae'shotililer^3^n'Jk» 
: breast — 3 in the foot-«-2 in the back*— 2 in ll^e^ppd^ 
1 in the right side—- 1 in the abdomen. * ' 
The mumxa^ptmu cfr^m ; which* this^ cop^i icotKaihs Jlii4 
ffiaoses and place? of afbade of all-.t^ sufTe^^rs., The;se for feTidfiyb 
reasons are not copiedi. , j . 

- = . . ,■ , r:{ I ' ' i\ '-t '. i ■••'•!. 
'^ Peter Pattison was hai)fed at Morpeth afler th^ Assizes sif 
l'/6l. It is said that the ifope broke during the execution, and 
that Ptfter exciftimed ''iiii»ceiitrl>lMoid iikl to shed/' < See Di 
Brown's. Sermon, published at Newcastle, and another Se^oMVi px^ 
the same subject^ delivered' at Hexham. See also Gentleman's 
Mag. and Newcastle papersilw JA^Jt^ n&U r ; : !■ 
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]!^i;p,fl^5RT;0 ^^e att^B^oia ftf % Fri.ljpr 4ia3 l>een 
cdnAned to the tOiWn of Hes^ham^ and, strictly 
speaking, tW^ is the^ «xtejit pf his plap. A 
few occasional notices of the places most worthy 
<>f teiiiarlr ih the four quarters of the parish 
afe.seattered overtiie work; and a correct list 
«fth& Villages, seatis, an^ferms, which variegate 
the face of thp distmct^ is glvea in the appendix. 
The Kistdry' of thepaiishes Allondale and St. 
John Lee, which form part of the territory of 
^t: Wilfr^^^^^ is iQn6 >ith l^at of Hexh^jpa, 
They are paiits of the^^iame manor, and sml^ect 
to th^ s^irie lord, att^ ^v^h so they have con- 
tinned for nearfy.jl9Q0<yeArSi. . ^ . - 
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fvin thtt llMiief BloetdH of tbrisf neigiibcHirliobdi 
tte maimer wiU' ^extend his ivie^/oi^«r f«tt{^^ 
dieddjoii^liig i^aritihes,: CoifbiMgeikildi Vf ^oUeai ) 

ately? under Usrey^, IcdnuiiiingHfqgp^y- .obj^te' 
iiogulatly.auiious'aw^^ particularly idUimitmg. 
Anioiig)itsantiqiiitt6s, thelBlftti^dtaticm rallied 
^he £^tl0-hii of Wafd)»n^ Jus far 'a» 'ti«e %n!^ 
awue^ faa» nerer^ yet been deierib<d^ ' Jt % ' & 
ififfge ^circaUur camp; T6 ^^ds 4n ' d^eatiieter; ai^d 
bas ibo^ : #ai)^d .jround ititb ii tauip$irt df stoni^. 
Tiie dtteh is very ped^fe, partie^latijy &n iftte 
north } within the '^ea }:eiii]ains oiP'jbiiiildtfigisi 
«re disi|i»dtly ' traceable. IJheSodtihl Tyne ^ro$ 
adeep^alettt soixie distance froni thl^coiir.dspOTid^ 
ing fidde of ihe^4lill. The ^stto^tioii its optniiiMidJ 
ing/and ^no bthei!' hlll^avetlo^ftss it^witiiih dny 
dangerous d^ree of' neighbourisoDd^ It 'Com^ 
mandsrani extensive vie^ up both the IFynes, 
down their united* stream fer below Corbridge; 
inohiding a krge portion of the Romain Wall, 
wkh Hekhain and its f0 and forest: It- appearsr 
coonedted with tke Hanging Shaw mentioned 
by Wallis, Sir p. '7a. and the Mote4aw near' 
Haliiftgton. Beaufc S^g. and W^les, ISf. 

British funeral naonuments^ <£ a rude form^ 
in wtiidi are deposited ixtm containing ashes^' 
have been digged up near Walwick^ at JStag^ 
shAwbat^k, and at We^t Matfcsi. That wondeif^ 
fblmpUMtnent of power ^nd perseverance^ tW 
Roitioii^ Wall, crosseis our imaiginary cirdei 
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and is ia «iine places still so perlbdfc as to con^ 
Tey m: aomrate idea 'of its original ^raadeiak*. 
Its dfiep (fitch cilt through the Mving rock, its 
sitaeplng line stretching away over hills and 
cragSy' dropping fiato vales, and intersecting 
marshes, rin a manner equally wonderful and 
itistructj^ve^iindy stitl be traced with consider- 
aU^ aocuiacy; Its gtand accompanilnetits oi?> 
i^ilijtafy ways, stations, and fbrts^ the former 
through nui3(i^roO$ ages useful, and the latter 
full of interest to th^ historian, the antiquary, 
aod^the pl|iklso]^h«r# still impress us with ideas 
of their priatine magnitude, the terrors they 
inspired, and the conquests to which they were 
aecessoiy. All these interesting remains have 
been fuUy investigated by more able writers, 
and it; is. .here only heoesi^ry to glance at them 
in distant cono^iaori with our subject 
„ Qyet -this whdle district, particularly at CJor- 
bridge and Walwick Chesters, a profusion of 
curious remains alrest the attention of the tra* 
veller. Urns are daily digged up, coins found, or 
some memorial of a distant age and a strange 
people call on us to contrast the rude but native 
grandeur of our ancestors with the refin^nent 
of their conquerors; and teach us the important 
lemm that we, in our turn otHic^uerorsikud en* 
slavers, shti>uld use our best endeavours t<> aOe^ 
viake the hottors :0f war and.the evils whidi our 
avarice and ambition pour upon our subjugated 
ffUow*men,.i Within our circle, 'two Aoman 
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bridges crossfed the Tyne, ^ene at Gorbridge^ 
rad the bridge at Walwick C^b^stersi the place 
of which is supplied by that ^^ ChoUerford. 
So that the bridge of Heibam is the btiljr 
addition made in this nec^nsary 'cotinecting 
inedium since the days of the Romans. The 
fdilowing extract cofitahis several interesting 
particulars connected with tbis siitgect, , 

The want of a bridge was long and severely felt at HeiTiaVn'. 
The east and west boats poorly supplied its place ; for, when they 
were most necessary » they were useless. Numbers o^ in valuable 
lives were lost, and the trade of Hexham suffered s^verelj^^ Id 
the reign of William III. the inhabitants petitioned theifpatroii 
Sir John Fenwiclc^ Bart, concerning serious disadvantages *0cca« 
sioned by the want of a bridge. On the 15th of October, t767> 
the foundation stone of a bri^e was laid by Sir Walter Calverty 
Blackett, Bart Part of the foundations still remain uninjured. 
It stood nearly opposite to the gate of the 'Spital, was built hyr 
a Mn Golt> and consisted of seven arches. It was finished in 
1770^ and m the great flood of 1771^ it was swept away ! It was 
standing in the evening, and was totally demolished next morn- 
ing I From the best accounts it appears to have been lifted for 
rn^nt of height in the arches. In that dreadful flood eight bridges 
shared the fate of that at Hexham I and the only one that with* 
stood the shock was that of Corbridge, owing partly to its Roman 
foundation and partly to the wide field the water had td pass it at 
its southern end. A letter from Hexham^ dated Nov. 21st, says 
that " whole acres of ground, houses and families, are swe)pt away, 
and lie buried in the mighty ruins/'— -The melancholy fiite of the 
family at the Ovingham boat-house will be long remembered. 
The river rose 7 or 8 feet on the main floor of a new and lieautiful 
house at By well: at Hexham it was highest, rising six feet above 
the flood oif 176S, and " was swelled to a degree of violence far 
e^eeding any thing before experienced, handed down by tradition, 
or even imiigiDed.'' Sir William Blackett, rather than attempt to 
rebuild the bridge, forfeited his bond of £ 3000, generously giv- 
iag up the penalty fai which the workmen were bound to him. 

In 1774 a second bridge was attempted, fifty yards westward 
of the late bridge, on Mr. Wooler's plan of piles below the piers. 
But this was soon abandoned, on discovering that the soil 011 
both sides beneath the gravel was a Quicksand with no more 
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reflpitimceitfan cteff« : : the <p ^n ^ buiWing a^.^^ wfl^./<yr. t^ 
foundation! .of a bridge wias iikewUe. abandoned., 

In 1777. Mf. I^eaton'tf bHd^wtwi)tiik:0ta^nKkt(!i^-dVaiix 
and cftiiioiis. W»le l|iiilii>ig>. iH pM fww waited Mmf^f^ life 
flood of 1778. Being finiab^d, it stood sereral floods,. and ^ 
January 1781 was viewtid by Mr. Smeatdd tbe architect itedt^ 
ttigistfaCttt It waa^jUight^xoaiinbided; awl.^' ^en therQ;^ 
gaf^ peopk, ceased tbeir r^ita, who had constantly come to inspect 
the bridge afler evefy iloocl^ in hapei qftvUnesmg iUdonmfaO. 
Oh Smi^ eiNfiriiir*..MiflBii.l^* m$'^ ihare wasiv&ftcf 
snow a foot. deep on tli^ lerel ground, fi>llowed by a Tiolent bur* 
ricane. The snow was saturated witli rain^ aiid extended like on^ 
immena^ resejrypir. The &ce of the country is steep> the rurers 
rJ^ suddenly, consolidatmg the junction of the Tynfes, and there i» 
PQ considerable flat to spend theihselyes upon. The wind was 
rery high from the west following the course of the river. Oh 
Monday mornin^^ Mrl l!)Qnkin of ' Saiidhoe (Mr. Errington's 
oailiiF, on whose responnbility' tlie bridge wj^sbuili) perceirUig ab 
extraordinary, flood, came dbwn to the brld^— the water was 
ruuniBg with a.yelocity of 10^ feet in a minute! Mr. Donkih's 
son, with some workmen, . crossed to the soi^h side to examine 
the state of the bridge They had scarcely returned with the 
Import f^M ^qfe/' when Mr. Donkin| to bis great surprise ^t» 
ceive^ some particles of* linae flying from the fourth atch }ik^ 
chaflT. He pointed his obaenrations to that place only. ' The Km'e 
contiau^ to fall> increasing in size and quantity fl>r the spaqe of 
a minute.; soon after he perceived a crack across the bend of the 
arch towards the upper sfde ^f the bridge, it gr^tdually ^deiie^ 
(he plain part of the spandrel bet weefi the third and foutth. arch 
shook— tl^e splinters increased— 4n a minute more it gare w'ay-r 
the two arches^and a. pier fell 'together, in h^ant hour the whole 
bridge was destroyed T only /two arches remaidlbg whole, aiid 

those fell in ^ evening,., [ . . ' 

This bridge considtedof nine arches, and' wa^ ^U«I'^ft'.'EMrig- 
ton's bridge. iS 3000 w«re obtained from tbe materi&ls ef toe 
former, bridge and £ 5700 more were furnished hy the cbunty, 
Notwitbstandihg all thes^ misfortunes, a fourth aUempt' Vas jnade 
to build, theil^ridge. under, the direction of M^. MVhie, arid ft ndw 
stands to attest Uie propriety of perseverance, and w^ hap^k win 
long' staqd a ble8sliig;.to^ihe neighbouthood and k.coirtt^t to U^ 
misfortunes of its predecessors. /'^'^ 

Sraeaton's Memorial, (no date). Brief Vepfy to ditto. [^ My Ine*^ 
Report^ ;AprU, ^1 78S. VMf.; firrinjg;ton*s P^P^ toihe Magistrates,. 
Assizes, 1 78^. Thomson's ^eWcastle Journal, N\bV. 1t6th, 1 77 1. 
Account, of the fiood, Ip'f: 'Mylpe's Letter to the Clerks the 
Peace, 1784,' and several liflS. notesJ' ' 
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The Abbey of Bk^ic^land presents (t beautiful 
group of ruins. ^ .. There, are no vemains of the 
monastery at Corhridge^V. The chapel of S,t. 
Oswald's, ' that of St. John Lee,^ and the cross 
between Walwick Chesters and the Grange, 
were sacred places visited annually by the 

^ The Abbey of JBlanckland stands in a narrow green valley 
surrounded bj moors and morasses, and about two miles from the 
river De^went and nine and a half miles s. e. from Hexham. 
It wasibunded in 1165 for Premonstratensian Canons. At the 
dissolution it became tlie property of the Bamburgh Focsters^ and 
was left by Lord Crewe to charitable uses. Its revenues %t the 
suppression were valued by Speed at £ 44(. 9'* 1^* Part of the 
church is fitted up for the use of the parish, and (contains somie 
old gravestones. " Other religious edifices are built in warm and 
sheltered situatioiis. Poverty for ages past has reigned here. 
This is indeed the realm of mortification." 

^ Corbridge, Near this town is the site of the Roman station 
still called Corehester. The Roman bridge, immense numbers of 
coins, a very curious silver plate, several altars, particularly two • 
with Greek inscriptions, have made Corbridge well known to the 
antiquary. The church is ancient, dedicated to St Andrew, and 
contains the curious inscription, " Here lies in Earth, Hugh, the 
eon of AsUn**^ The town is considerable, but irregularly built 
It was apciently a borough, and returned members to parliament | 
but the privilege was found too expensive tabe continued. In the 
reign of Ed. I. it came to the crown by the surrender of Roger Cla* 
vering, and Ed. III. gave it to the Percies. It has an annual fair 
and a weekly market The population is about 1 400. The living 
is a vicarage. The bridge is of seven arches, and was built in 1 674* 

^ St. Oentaid's stands on a bold situation^ above ChoUerford 
bridge. In a field near it sculli of men and hilts of swords have 
been frequently ploughed up. A silver coin of St. Oswald waa 
found on repairing the chapel. A defaced Roman altar stands 
in the chiurchyard. St Oswald^s is distmguished as the spot on 
which that royal martyr first raised the standard of the cross and 
overcame the British chief Cedwalio. Hence it& vicinity reUins 
the name of Heavenfield. 

^ St, John Lee. The parish church is picturesquely situated 
opposite to Hexham. It is dedicated to St. John of Bt'verley» 
See p. 18ft 

D n 
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monks of Hexfaatn in high procession, and held 
very venerable. Miracles attested the sanctity 
of each. At Ovingham ^ the ruins of a religious 
cell, endowed for three black canons and appro- 
priated to Hexham, are still visible. 

The castles of Prudhoe,^ Chipchj^e,^ Ayden,* 
Langley, ^ and Haughton ; ^ the towers of Fen- 

^. Ovingham. The cell was founded by one of the Umfrerilles, 
Barons of Prudhoe* Speed values it at £ 13. a year. The town 
had a royal charter for a nuurket» and was governed by a bailiff'. 

6 Prudhoe Caslle was given to the Umfrevilles by tfte Conqueror, 
with whom they came. It was gallantly defended against Wil- 
liam-i king of Scotland, and also against the Scotch urtay in 1244k 
The Tallboys, who succeeded the Umirevilles as lords of Prud* 
hoe, forfeited it at the battle of Hexham ; and the cr^wn gave it 
to the. first Earl of Northumberland. It is a noble ruin, and 
bears incontestible marks of high antiquity. 

7 ChipchoM Castle, Part of the ancient castle still remanis» 
It was repaired in l621, and rebuilt within these few years. Its 
situation is beautiful, the buHding noble, the grounds tasteful, and 
the scenery around it of the richest and most enchanting kind. 
It contains some fine pictures. The Umfrevilles, Herons, All- 
goods, and Reeds, have been its successive proprietors. 

* Ayden Castle stands on the west side of a deep dett, and 
appears to have been a place of great size and strength. The 
heiress of the last Ayden of Ayden was marked by £d I. to 
Peter de Wallls. 

^ Langley Castle y the most perfect remain of feudal grandeur 
in the county of Northumberland, stands on the south side of 
the Tyne, near Haydon Bridge. Its form resembles the letter 
H. The angular turret? are 66 feet high and the walls 7 feet thick. 
The whole of the inside is red with marks of fire, but the stone 
of which the castle is built is still remarkably fresh. Its posses- 
sors were hy an extraordinary series of female heirs^ successively 
the Tynedales, Boltebies, Lucies, Umfrevilles>. Percies, and Rat- 
cliffes. By the attainder of the amiable bat unfortunate Earl of 
Derwentwater, it became the property of Greenwich Hospital. 

^ Haughton Castle, the seat of W. Smith, Esq. is ancient^ 
extensive, and immensely strong, standing proudly on the southern 
bank of North Tyne. It belonged to the Swinburnes in 1326, and 
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wick, ' Halton,^ and By well ;* the halls of Wal- 
wick/ Beaufront,^ and DUston ;^ the villas of 



4o the Widdrlngtons in 1567- ' Near it is the beautiful village of 
Humshaugh, and the scenery around it is particularly interesting 
and beautiful. 

^ Fenwick Tower, in the parish of Stamfordham, was long the 
^at of the ancient family of Fenwick. 

^ Haligm Tower, the seat of the Haltons, then of the Cama- 
t)ies, and lastly of the Blacketts. It is a strong old seat, with 
turrets at its four corners, and commands a good prospect* An 
ancient sword of the CarnabieSr 64 inches long, is preserved at 
Halton, which is the site of the Roman station Hunnum. 

* B^welL The smiths of Bywell supplied the border robbers 
with the weapons of their dangerous- trade. The imrony was held 
by Hugh de !BaHol, in the time of William Rufus. In the reign 
of Richard II. it came to the Nevils, afterwards Earls of West- 
moreland, who forfeited it in 1571- It was purchased by the 
Fenwicks. The situation on the Tyne is beautifti). The woody 
banks of the river, the waterfall, the castle, and the two churches, 
all within a -narrow compass, group agreeably together. 

^ Widwick\» a beautiful modem building within the station at 
Cilurnum, the foot of which slopes gently to thfr north Tyne. 
The ruins of a Roman bridge are beneath it. The prospects all 
^own the river are enchanting. 

^ Beaufront, long the seat of tlie Errington family, is an elegant 
mansion, standing in a commanding yet sheltered situation on 
the northern bank of Tyne, .about two miles below Hexham. 
Few places make a finer appearance or efijoy a widei^ or more 
cultivated prospect than this. 

7 DiUton stands as conspicuously on the opposite side of the 
Tyue; and it is said that the inhabitants of the two Halls were 
wont to inform each other of any important news by the use of a 
upeaking trumpet. This is more probable than the trumpet of the 
Roman Wall The family of Deviktone resided here from the 
conquest to the reign of Henry III. They were succeeded by the 
Tindales, Crasters, Claxtons, and RatdifTcs. The last Earl of 
Derwentwater, the amiable and uofortunate James, died on the 
scaffold. His estates were forfeited, and bestowed on Greenwich 
Hospital. The estate in Hezhamshire contains 1914 acres of 
ciiltirated ground, and the Coastley and Westwood estates amount 
to 1 651 acres. The rent-roll of the Derwentwater estates amount- 
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'Spital,* Hermitage,^ and Brunton;' and many 
other beautiful seats, afford variety of prospects 
and intensity' of interest to the vicinity of Hex- 
ham. But its chief claim to the notice of the 
traveller, is the natural beauty of its scenery. 



ed ta £ 6572. No greater misfortune could befall tbe neigh- 
bourhood of Hexham than the lou of their best beoefactdr, to 
which title the Earl had a legitimate daim. His memorj Is still 
held sacred^ and the old inhabitants tell numberless tales in favour 
of his benerdent nature. The want of sudi a powerful and 
generous patron is sorely felt in Hexham at tibe present daj. 
The last heir of Dilston trode in the footsteps of his predecessor, 
and^ jdning the rebellion of 174$> met with a similar £ate. The 
following is a literal copy of his last letter, written the night 
before his death. It has never^ as far as we are aware, been 
published. 

Copy of an authentic paper written by Colonel Raddiffe» under 
the title of Earl of Derwentwater, the day before he suffered on 
Tower HUl-.to his wife the Rt Hon. the Countess of Newbrough. 

From the Tower, the 7th Dec., 1746. 
The best of Friends takes his leave of you. He has made his 
will, he is resigne^L Tomorrow is the day. Love his memory 
let his friends join with you in prayer. 'Tis no misfortune to die 
prepared. Let's love our enemies and pray for them ; let my sons 
be men like me ; let my daughters be virtuous women like you : 
My blessing to them all ; My kind love to Fanny that other ten- 
der mother of ray dea« children. Adieu, Dear Friend. 

Derwentwater. 

^ 'SpHal, the elegant seat of -«. Kirsopp, Esq. founded on the 
aifce of St. Giles's Hospital, see p. I9. It forods a pleasing object 
in several views. 

» Hermiiage. Hameshdgh,Tery probably St. John's Anchoret- 
«ge. Nature and art have united theur Efforts hei« to charm. In 
1734 it bebnged to John Coats woitii, Esq. from whom it passed 
by will to James Jurin, Esq. son of the learned editor of Vare- 
tiius, &c. It was lately the seat of James Hunter, Esq. and is 
«ow the property of L. ADgood, Esq. of Nunwidc 

1 BrunUm, the seat of' H. Tulip, Esq. occupies a €ne sitas- 
tion above Chollerford bridge, enjoys a fine prospect, andforms a 
tiohle feature in the view ftom several points. 
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The view from the ^'prtesVs seat,'' over the 
silent deli of Warden^ np the spreading arms of 
the riyars, and down the majestic fulness of 
th^ir united force, is extremely varied and 
faeautifuL AIL along the south bank of the 
river looking towards thie Hermitage^ St John 
Jaee, fieaufront, &&c. delightful prospects conti- 
nually present themselves. From the woods 
of l^aufront^ from Dilston* from gardens on the 
Hall Stiie fiank^ and from the side of the hill 
beneath the Duke's House,, four prospects are 
attainable, that are rarely equaled, and scarcely 
to.be excelled. The DeviPs water along its 
whole course Resents a series of miniature 
landscapes extremely interesting, particularly 
near the Thief 's Hole, by the bridge at Swal- 
lowship, and near the Queen's Cave, as well as 
at the distinguished ^unbrough, which, al- 
though far from deserving the elevated enco- 
mium of Mr. Hutchinson, is still a very curious 
and interesting scene, possessing beauty enough 
to repay the travel of the most fastidious visitor. 
The. natural productions of this extensive 
district^ are of course extremely varied. The 
Devil's wat^ is the chief of many streams that 
within this district flow into the Tyne. The 
rt^ulets Me bold and rapid, and possess the 
usual properties of mountain streams. The in- 
habitants of the waters are salmon, salmon^trout, 
common trout, aller trout, and rackrider, in the 
rivers and streams ; the chub occasionally in 
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Tyne ; the smelt and eel comnion : and in Brom- 
ley, Haly-pike, Greenly, and Grunden lakes, 
the perch and roach are taken. At Swallowship 
is a spring formerly esteemed medicinal ; but it 
is now either ineffectual or unfashionable. St. 
Mary's Well, at Newbrough, has the superior 
virtue of affording a constant supply of cool, 
dear, and delightful water. 
. The invaluable minerals coal and lime abound. 
Lead mines, * extremely productive and yield- 
ing considerable quantities of silver, are fre- 
quent in the territory of Hexhamshire. We 
have marbles at Dilston and Corbridge; fine 
freestone at Acome ; ragstone at Prudhoe ; and 
brown slate at Bay-bridge. Fine whetstones 
are found at Settling-stones ; elegant marmo- 
rites at Four-stones; agates and bloodstones 
near ChoUerford bridge,, and occasional nodules 
of purple and green porphyry. A fine black 
earthen ware was made from a brown clayey 
earth at Acome Fell; and the yellow day of 
Hexham Fell has supplied the place of Dutch 
oker. Several curious fossils have occasionally 
been discovered. (See p. i. p. IS. note 4.) The 
limestone beneath Dilston bridge teems with 

' Lead. 1 1,250 tons of lead are supposed to be yearly pro- 
iduced by the Derwent mines and those of Allendale, &c. yielding 
twenty-two ounces of silver to the fodder of lead. In a field 
called North Banks and in several places along the Rowley Bum 
are heaps of metallic scoria, refuse of lead. They are remains of a 
very ancient mode of aroelting^ and are provincially termed JBofc- 
JBfitis. 
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the dubious remains of a former state of nature, 
so interesting to the geologist. Petrified rushes, 
fossil vermes, vegetable impressions, and vari- 
eties of fossil shells, are very frequent ; and a 
collection of occasional discoveries, without sci- 
entific research or arrangement, preserved by- 
Mr. Lumley of Corbridge, shews a variety and 
a selection that must interest and amuse the 
mineralogist. Of the most curious vegetable 
productions within our district, a list will be 
found in the appendix. The crags of Devil's 
water abound with the remains of venerable 
oaks, '^ whose antique roots peep out upon the 
brook that brawls along this wood." In former 
times the whole extent of country from Hexham 
to Tynemouth was one wood^ and many curious 
vestiges of this immense forest still remain. 

The rare bird, the white stork, was killed 
at Chollerford; but was not preserved. The 
beautiful king-fisher, the lesser spotted wood- 
pecker, and a little singing bird called the 
siskin, are all that we can boast of to interest 
the ornithologist. 

Even without the benefit of the proposed 
canals which was to connect Hexham with the 
shores of the island both on the east and west, 
few places possess greater advantages. And the 
bounties of nature are perhaps no where more 
plentifully poured around, and no where less 
opposed by counteracting evils than in this 
delightful neighbourhood. 
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CHAR II. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES* 



JOHN TWEDDELL 

Was the eldest son of Francis Twedddl, Esq. 
of Threepwood, near Hex)mm^ where he was 
born on June 1st, 1769. His fiitber wis an in- 
telligent magistrate, aAd his tnotber a ifu>s& 
elegant and aceompliEihed woman; who deVoted 
herself to the cultivation of the opening mind 
of her son. He was educated successively un* 
der the Rev. Matthew Raine ^father of Dr. 
Raine of the Charter House) and Dr. Samuel 
Parr, who prepared him at an early age for the 
university. He was matriculated of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, where in 1788 he gained 
all the three medals of Sir William Brown, and 
next year he gained two of the three* In 1790 
he took his bachelor's' degree, and gained one of 
the chancellor*s prize medals. The following 
year he obtained one of the members' prizes^ as 
a middle bachelor. In 1791 > he was entered a 
student of the temple, and in 1792 was chosai a 
fellow of his college* This yeay too he obtained 
one of the members' prizes as senior bachelor. 
During each year he had delivered public era- 
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tttfttsr t^th the greatest distinctioil. All these 
^ideitfiCial ekemses T^ere, in 1794, collected 
aYid pirblkhedf apt the riqnest of Mr. Tweddell's 
ffierid^, Under the titleof " Prolusidnes Jwoeniles 
pr^ntii^ Academidi D^nato/' whteh aate well 
kHo^ii to every ckssical redder> and as univer^ 
siBiiljr admired. 

•f he labDrfems study of the law, however, did 
not strit the spiehdid talents and praise-excited 
iih^in«tiottofthehigh!y.glftedTweddell. He 
inM turned his attention to* political economy ; 
and, to {)l^epare bimsd^f for diplonuitic employ^ 
ttiHtity obtained his father's feave to travel. In 
I795, Mr. H'weddell, accompanied by, Mr. Webb; 
a gentleman of fortune, began his tour. At 
Hamburgh he remained three months, applying 
sedulously to the study of the French and Ger- 
man languages, the principles of commerce, and 
the rudimients' of drawing* From HambOrgb 
he proceeded to Berlin, was distingiiisbed by 
the British am&assador, I^ord Elgin^^ pressed 
Wilih invitations frorii the great and noble, and 
diressed by the court. It was the season of the 
catnival ; but pleasure could not draw our 
tmvell&i* from his studies, and his favourite 
relaxation while at Berlih' appears to have been 
the convtersa*ion of an elegant, accomplished, 
ii^itty; and iotei^esting femate, Hie Marqui«e de 
Nadaillac, a Wbmatt^ wha wafe capable of appre- 
cialitig his vaitie, and therefore worthy of his 
friendship. At Vienna too the influence of 

£ £ 
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refined female sociiety seems to hare possessed 
the greatest charm for himy and bis most inti- 
mate acquaintance was the accomplished Dut- 
chess de Guise. He traversed the /whole of 
Switzerland like a philosopher, a painter, and a 
poet, onfoot^ and alone, for his plan had fright- 
ened his companion. Here his friends were 
the distinguished Lavater, the venerable Necker^ 
and his very celebrated daughter — Madame de 
Stael. The old statesman was' delighted with 
our traveller, and declared that ** nothing had 
interested him so much for many years." It i& 
needless to add, that de Stael was not behind 
her father in approbation ; and Tweddell says of 
her that ** she had more wit than any man or 
woman he ever saw." 

After some time spent with Count Rum* 
ford, he passed into the Ukraine, and became 
an inmate of the Comtesse Fotaska. Here 
he met bis old friends, the Duke de Polignae 
and family ; and cultivated the friendship of 
Marshal Suwarrow and the Count de Choi- 
seul. From Tulezyn he proceeded, Marcb 
27th, 1797, to Moscow, where he witnessed the 
coronation of the Emperor, experienced the 
particular friendship of Sir Charles afterwards. 
Lord Whitworth ; and he was introduced to the 
unfortunate Stanislaus, the last king of Poland. 
He proceeded to Moscow, and under the influ- 
ence of an unquiet mind, probably the conse-^ 
quence of iU health, travelled into Sweden, by 
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Finland, and across the gulf of Bothnia. He 
returned to Petersburgh, then passed into the 
Crimea, and visited his friend the Duke of 
Polignac at Woitooka. In 1798, he traversed 
the country, acquired the language of mo- 
dem Greece^ and then went to Constantinople, 
where he remained a long time busily em- 
ployed in making observations, acquainting 
himself with facts, and collecting drawings and 
observations to illustrate the scenery of that 
interesting country, and the character and man- 
ners of its singular inhabitants. 

From Constantinople he proceeded to Athens, 
where he arrived Dec. 29th, and immediately 
employed himself in procuring the liberation of 
the French traveller Fauvel, in a manner highly 
honourable to his character. And here he fell * 
a sacrifice to his exertion ; not however till he 
had acquired an immense stock of most valuable 
information ; not till after he had visited Plataea, 
Thebes, Livadea, Charonea, Thermopylae, Lao- 
nica, and Larissa ; not till he had made ah 
excursion to Mount Athos. On his return to 
Athens in the middle of July, he was attacked 
by spasms in the chest, with b laborious respira- 
tion. The fatigue of his tour in the heat of the 
dog-days brought on a fever, which, with the 
rupture of a blood vessel, carried him off, to the 
poignant grief of his friends and the regret of 
the learned world. In the afternoon of July 
SiSth, 1799^ be died in the arms of M. Fauvel, 
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imd vrm buried in the midst of tbp templp of 
Th/eseufi, in » mwnier Hiat shewed the impr^ 
sion his character h&d xna^e QP h^s Athenian 
fiieads. The Commandant'? guard hy hi* 
express or^er attended tfee fufleral prppe^sion, 
and fired three volleys of ffim§kptry— ** an ho- 
nour which is urtpr^cedenNL" A ^aptjfi»J 
Greek epitaph, ^ written by tbP Epy. Mr. ^^l^ 
pole, was inscribed on a d*b of marble which 
covers his remains* 

JExt^isive learning was pot bis Ptily distin- 
guishing characteristic^ It was softeniBd by the 
gentleness of his dii?pogition j^nd the urbanity 
of his manners, and 4^vat»d by the splendour 
of his genias, the strength of his mind, and the 
simplicity and manly sincerity of his character. 
•Time and experience wrought a change on his 
Teli^us and political tenets. At college, se- 
duced by exam^ and tb^ fashion, be had 
acquired modes of thinking, which enlarged 
knowledge, ^ and the practical li^on of the 
French revolution, turned into a new chan- 
nel; and his extraordinary mind, freed from the 
trammels of theories more beautiful in contem- 

^ Translatipn of the epitaph :-r 

Sleep'st thou among the dead ? then hast thou culTd 
In vain fair learuing'fi. flowers ; the n^ae Ib ^ajn 
Smil'd on thy yot^jth. Yet but thy mortal njould 
Hides this dark tomb : thy soul the heavens contain. 
To us^ who now\ our friendship to record, 
O'er thee, pale friend, the tqjara of ipemory shed, 
:Sweet solace 'tis, that here diy bones are stored— 
3!'hat dust Athenian stvQws a Briton'j head 



C. fl. BI4WRAPHY. mi 

pjjation t;h^n p^siU^ in practice, a^nowledged 
the siinide tr«tbf pf revelation, and p^xjeivei 
tJwB yftlije Qf rationd fre^diGwa, built on tke wis^ 
dpj» of ^s^, prfi^^y^ by order, and picotected 
by tkfi l^^s.. His industry wfl^ indfifatigdble, 
hi^ (iimmiiy nnq[umohMe^ his reciitiule of 
mmgimtlotl^ hi$ lovie of iriit^, Mthe lofty iode*' 
f0fid^»m ^f bis spirU^ And the fipoliew inte^tjf 
K^ his heart," ^ ishewod that ha was pre-- 
eminently (fmn^d to he a learned ti^veller. 
And the learned world will long regret that 
the invaluable fruits of those labours to which 
his life was sacrificed, and those studies in the 
prosecution of which his powers were exhausted, 
should have been totalhf lost by the culpable 
negligence of the persons to whose eare they 
were assigned, or rather of the person who 
asstmsd a right to dispose of them* ^ 



JOSEPH RICHARDSON 

Was born at Hexham. In 177* he entered 
St. John's College, Cambridge, whence he re- 
moved to the middle temple, and was called to 
the bar. He was brought into parliament by 
the Puke pf Nqrthumberlapd, but did not 
make any distinguished figure as a senator or 

^ 1^ more on this subject in the New Mooi Mag. 1R15. No. 
^Of vol. 17. p, 131. an^ in the volunj^ of his remains .wjth al^iogra- 
^iiical memoir published in 1815. See also Watkins's piog. D^ft 
1821- 2d Edit 
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as a barrister. He was the author of " the 
Fugitive," a Comedy, performed with some 
success, ^ Probationary Odes for the Laureate- 
ship,*" and some other satires on public charac* 
ters. These were popular when published. 

The Duke of Northumberland advanced him 
money to purchase a share in Drury-Lane 
Theatre, which proved the ruin of Richardson 
and his family. He died suddenly in 1803, 
leaving a widow and four daughters. ^ 



JOHN. 

John of Hexham was born here, and rose &om a 
monk to be prior of the monastery. Distin- 
guished for learning and eloquence, he taught 
divinity and philosophy, was mild, affable, and 
unassuming ; but rigid to punish faults in his 
pupils. His favourite studies were history and 
antiquities, which he cultivated with know- 
ledge and research. He wrote a continuation 
of the History of Simeon of Durham, beginning 
9th H. II. and ending 1st Rich. I. comprising 
twenty-five years; the Scotch wars, sermons, 
&c. particularly a treatise on signs and comets. 
He was contemporary with Prior Richard. ® 

^ WatUni, IBO7. Watk< 1S21. Gent Mag. 1803, &c 

« See Balsus, Cent S. Script 31. Fitseus, Act 12. ft6U 
Vo8giu8> &c &c. 
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RICHARD 

Was the pupil and successor of John. He 
wrote accurately of the affairs of England in 
the actions of King Stephen and King Henr}'' 
II, — the War of the Standard — a short Chron. 
from Adam to Henry the Emperor — and De 
Statu et Episcopis Hagustaldensis Ecclesia?^ 
the work so frequently quoted in the course 
of this history. He died, and was buried in 
his monastery, 1192. ^ 



George Ritschel. See p. 93. The cele- 
brated Dr. JuBiN was a long time possessor of 
the Hermitage. John Bate, an ecclesiastic^ 
was bom near Hexham in the reign of Ed. Ill, 
B&YAN Waltok, D4 D. resided at Hexham 
about 1600. Arid the learned Stackhouse was 
one of the Masters of the Grammar School. 



7 Balsufl^ Cent 3. Script 32. Pitssus. Act 12. Script 262. 
VossiuB de Hist Lat 1. 11. cap. 52* Beaut. £ng. and Wales, 
162. Selden de Scriptoribus. Roger Twysden in pref* Decern. 
Script, &C. &c 
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THE SCHOOL. 

€l)arter of f^tj^mm evavrnwc-^ttml 

£lkral>etlr Dei' gratia Avglie Franciie et Hib^rnke Regiffta^^ 
Fidei Defensor, &o. 

Omnibus ad qu68 presented' liteVfi^ per^fefrtrilfut Sallitem, cum' 
dil^cti Subdidti ifOilri If^nbitanr^s iafrb Vrlkrai et Pardeii' de 
Hexham in comitatu nostro Northumbr' pio zelo moti propter 
Bummaro ergo patriam charitatem et ad bonas litentB [nromoTend^ 
singulare studium et precipue ad Dei optimi mazime gloriam et 
juventutis ejusdem vUlie et Farocb' et al' vill' prope a^acen"^ 
instructionem et eruditionem, quam maxime cupiunt et desiderant 
quandam Scholam' Grattlnid^bkl' inftA ^adem Vlllanr e£ Paroeh'^ 
de Hexham construere et' e£ficare>. Necnon quafldam terresf 
tenementa redditus annuitates et af possession' ad supportation-* 
em et' maint^ntionetil ^iksd^ifi Sclidls^ Gramiriatiballjii da^e, coii* 
ceder(?> et coaveiare* Ob' eamque caueaib nobis humilUme- 
supplicavenint quatenus nos regulem nostram licentiam et con-* 
cessionem In ea parte gratiose exbibdre et impsrthe d^aretnllir, 
Sciatls quod nos pro ea^cura quam'de jiKtoti^ regid n'ri' pis et 
liberaliter instituend' singulivem habenaus pro^tie sum'a benero* 
lentia qua bonas literas ad percipiend^ colleh'd^Rique Tirtutem et 
religionem plurimum a^juventea ac optimamm artium studia stu* 
diosque prosequimur huic pie petitione gratiose de gratia nos-^ 
tra Spi^kli ac e± deHa sdeiftia et^ merd rhbtii nodtilar ptd nobis 
hereditiu^j &c. cb'nceditnus ei ordlhamuiB quod' de ceterO' ithp'^ni 
sit et erit utla StMH GraihiBaticalis in' Fti^atti "pteHAct' &c. 
pro eduqato'e, &c. perpettns iuturis temporibus dut^ttir. Que 
erit et Tocabitur Libera Schola Grammaticalis Regiue Elizabeths 
In Hexham, &c* Erigimus, crearous, fundamus et stabilimuff 
firmiter per presentes et quod Schola iHa de cetero sit et erit 
aut esse posstt de una Magistrio sive Pedagogo et de uno Subpe- 
dagogo sive Hippodidaseoio, &c. 

Et ut intentio ac propositum hoc {nam meKorem finnioremque 
sociatum efFectim, atque ut bona, catalla, terr' tenementa, reditus, 
rerersiones, et hereditamenta ad sustentam, &e, melius guber- 
nentur, tractentur, regantur, &c. pro perpetua, &c. Yolumus^ 
&c. pro nobis, &c. quod de cetero sint et erint in perpetuum du- 
odecim discreti et probi homines de parochia de Hexham predicta 
jtixta ordina'em in his literis n'rs patentibus, &c. Vocabun- 



rmr Gubetnatores text', po^aiessionmn et refersionuoi libers schole 
gramn^caiif BiifUHie Elizabeths io Hexham in pom' North' et 
ild mmHM el offidotn.prfiilict' ^ene et fideliter excerceiid' et occu- 
pmd', &t. EUgimus^ &c. dilecti nobis Johani^em Ridley de 
Covteley Infta 4ict' Paroch' de Hexham generosum^ Gabrielem 
BUettkuamipspe de Gindri^e infra eandem paroch'^ Sfc. Philippum 
Thirbrtdl de Ovarayrdley^ &c. Joh'em Swynbume de Blackhall 
infra, fsc Robt'm Ciirr, R'em Gibson, Joh' Sparke^ Petrum Bel]> 
Sdwardum Grtbson, Giibertum Robson^ Rob'tum Jackson et Tho- 
mam Liddell de Hexham predict' yeomen fore et esse primos et 
ibodem' Gufaeroalores potsessionum. Sec diets libers schols. Sec- 
in, &c. in, &o* et ulterius de ampliora gratia, &c Volumu&'pro, 
&c. iidem Gubernatores et snccessores sui de cetero in perpetunm 
sint et crint unum corpus corporatum et politicum de se, in re, facto 
et nomine, per nomen Gubernatores ter' possess', &c. de, &c. in, 
&c. incorporamus, &c. pro nobis, &c. Volumus etiam et pro, &c. 
et per presentes concedimus prefatis Gubernatoribus, &c. quod ipsi 
de cetero habeant in perpetuum commune sigilhim ad negotla sua, 
&c. Gubernator sit et erit idoneam personam timens Deum ac boni 
nominis, et fams, et existens plene statis viginti unius annor. 
' £t uherius dedimus et concessimus, &;c. ac per presentes da-* 
mus et concedimus, &c. Gubernatoribus, Sec. et major! parti 
eorum plenam potestatem facultatam ac auctoritatem cum assensu 
et consensu Archepi' Ebor' pro tempore existens* ac in vacatione 
ijusdem ep'atus tunc cum assensu, &c. Dscani Beclesis 
Cath'is Ebor' pro tempore existen'— >«nominand' eteligend',^e. et 
eligere possuit et valeant unum honestum, literatum et discreium 
Tirum in Artibus Mag'rm ad minus fore et esse psdagogum Ubers 
schols, ^c. in, &c. Ac unum prbbum et idoneum virum fore 
et e^e subpoedagogum ejusdem schole ac quod bene liceat et 
licebit eisdem Gubernatores, et success' suis de tempore tempus 
cum assensu et consensu Archiepi' Ebor', &c. pro tempore, &c. 
Et ulterius volumus et concedimus quod recipiend* possidend' 
^c. pos'siones, &c. in toto non excedentes clarum annum valorem 
Quadraginta Librar' per an'. Sec. 

Volumus etiam ac per presentes concedimus prefat' Guberna- 
toribus et successoribus suis quod habeant et habunt has literas 
nostras patentes magno sigillo r'gnl Anglis debito modo fact' et 
sigillat' absque fine seu feodo magno vel parvo nobis in Hanaperio 
nostris seu alibi ad usum nostrum. Sec. 

In cujus rei Testitimonium has literas nostraa fieri fecimus 
patentes Teste meipso apud Westmonasterium vicesimo nono die 
Junii Anno Regni nostri Quadragesimo prirao. 

Ravenscropt«j* 
Per breve de privato Sigillo 
et de date predict' auctoritate parliament^ 
F F 
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It was not till eightj-slx jears after the date of this charter 
that Its provisions were enforced. The sehooUhoose and a con* 
yenient dwelling for the master were built ol tht espenwe ef the 
town and neighbourhood^ in 1684. "" They cost £ 150 ! ! The 
situation is beautiful^ airy, and healthful. See Ritscfaeh 

This school-house and dwelling-house varying in value accord- 
ing to the rental^ and a sum amounting to £ 20 or £ 25 per 
annum, are really in possession of the governors for the good ef 
the school^ it was therefore an error to assert that the '* School 
had no property." t See chap. iv. p. 46. 

Each boy born in the town or parish of Hexham pays to the 
master £ 1. 10s. per annum and a douceur of 5s* on his entmoce. 
Boys bom without the parish pay quarter pence at the pleasure 
of the master^ guided however by their advancement in learning. 



statutes; of ^tj^m ($ramma^&c|)ooL 

Ta the honour of Almighty God, the weal public^ and good 
government of the Free Grammar-School of Queen Elizabeth in 
Hexham, in the county of Northumberland^ of the Schoolmaster, 
Usher, or Undermaster, and Scholars therein, for the disposing of 
the goods, chattels, possessions, and revenues, to the said school 
appertaining ; we the governors of the goods, possessions, and 
revenues of the Free Grammar-School aforesaid, thereunto autho- 
rised by letters patent of our said Sovereign Lady, the Queen's 
Majesty, bearing date, &c. together witli the. assent and consent 
of ^e most Rev. Father in God, Matthew, by God's ];u*ovidence> 
Archbishop of York, primate and metropolitan of England^ first 
had and obtained, the lOth day of September in the two and 
fortieth year of the reign of our said Sovereign Lady, and in the 
year of our Lord God I6OQ, do order> ordcun,..appoint, make, and 
set down th& statutes underwritten ; within the said School, by 
the Schoolmaster, Usher, and Scholars, and by all and every the 
governors of the said School, which now are, or hereafter shall be> 
to he observed, performed in every partjt and inviolably kept 

GOVERNORS 

Shall choose two of their number yearly who shaH act as stew* 
ards. Any governor refusing so to serve shall forfeit and lose 
the sum of £ 5 sterling. The stewards shall be empowered ta 

* White the succession of masters is perfect from 1666. See the suggestion on the 
name of Uie Old School, part 1. ch. iv. p. 4.% 

t The several donations to the Free School recorded in the list of charities, aee^ 
p. S3S, &c. amount tq the sum o£ £400. 
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lei leases of the lands, &c* with the consent of the scheolmaster 
mnd the other govemors. Once in each year the stewards shidl 
iHibmit their accounts to the gOTemors, who shall view and prt- 
eent them to the commissary of Hexhamshire. 

THE OATH OF A GOVERNOR. 

You shall swear, that you will well and faithfully govern and - 
order the goods, chattels, and possessions of, &c. and the same 
shall dispose duly to the maintenance of the schoolmaster and the 
usher, &nd the upholding of the school -on its foundation,, and 
faithfiilly on yonr part shall keep the statutes of the said school. 
So help^ &c. 

ORDERS FOR THE SCHOOLMASTER. 

Religum and MUiy, First and prineipaUy because that an.un*- 
learned. sdioolmaster cannot mi^ a leanied scholar, therefore It 
is ordaloed that the schoolmaster whicsh shall be elected shall be 
furnished both in the Greek and Latin tongues, fully able to dis- 
charge his duty, which shall be both an honest man in conyersation, 
and also a zealous and sound professor of true religion, abhorring 
all papesMe, 

Planting Religion in (he Scholars^ Also because the fear of 
God k the beginning of wisdom, he shaU once a week teach his 
scholars some short catechism allotfed by authority, and they 
shall take notes of sermons, and discuss them openly on the Friday 
next after. 

Hours. Also that where there is no order, is confusioUi the 
scholars shall repair to the said school before 6 o'clock in the 
trtonung, .&c. A monitor shall be appointed weekly, who shall 
shew the names of scholars absent without leave. 

Grammar. Because the principles and foundation of any 
art being surely grounded, the whole building will be both fair 
and sure, therefore, grammar shall be taught securely. 

Epislles* Also that without practice no art is made perfects- 
epistles shall be written weekly according to the precepts of Eras* 
mus or Ludovicus Vines in their Books Conscribendis Epistolis. 
Greek epistles to be framed as the Latin ones. 

Themes and orations, according to the rules of rhetoric, shall 
be written by the scholars, and recited aloud and by heart, on 
Saturday, every week. 

Verses, shall be made by the scholars e^ery second day, and 
there shall be a weekly exercise, in versification. 

Writing shall be encouraged, and the best writer in each form 
shall receive as his reward the pens and paper of all his fellows 
in that form. 
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SuhjecU shall be proposed once a quarter to eadi forai, foa 
rlhemes, rerses^ oraUoni Latin and Greek^ifee. The best sdiolar 
Bhidl be placed at the head of his fbrm^ for, w Socrates aakh^ tlie 
love and commendation «f praise is a great spur to a sobolar. 

Holy^4ay9. The school shall break up 3 times in a year for 
12 days eaph time, lst> on the Monday before St Thomas's Day, 
2d, Wednesday before Easter, and, 3d, on the Wednesday bcfei^e 
Whitsuntide. All the vacant days a»for thooHmg dtufs and po- 
taiums tio be at the discretion of the ataster. There shall be a 
play-^y once a week, and on the evens of saints' days appoialed 
by the Church of fiki^aiia : on ttrhich dteys tl|e sokoiorsriHlfl he 
led to church for evening prayer. 

And as negligent masters make carele9S scholars, therefore 
neither master nor usher shall absent himself from school more than 
S^days in the year. 1^ mastier shaH t>e of the fUi age of t6 y^ars, 
at the least a master of Mrts in one <or other of the univ^rdtties «f 
Cambridge or Oxford, lie idiall Ive pi^sented to ids Gtaoe the 
Archbishop for his dj^robittl^n, or^' in oase of tmeancy, to Mr. 
Deah. He shall ilgi^ tlife arCioles, tttk^tde oatii of tupretnacy^ — 
He thali be conlhiued durtttg hte lifi?, tml«ss under ^ood causew 
Within six weeks af^er the decease of one master another shatl 
be appointed. The master ^^lail appoint the uidier vntk ^consent 
of the governors. The master's sal^ sliall be paid quarterly, 
on the feasts of Christmas, the Annunciation, St. John the Ba^« 
ttist, and St. Michael. All profita shall go to the schoolmaster 
,ip;Kcept 4/. annually to the usher^ quarter ferulas, &c. 

PATH OF THE MASTJEU. 

if ou shall svear that you «hall dSigentiy execute the '^fSce of the 
schoolmaster of, &c. td'€hie glory of God, the profit and instnic- 
:0erft of the scholars Of the said school, the inlormation of their 
mlinnersj and tlreir inerekftde i^ Itnowledge, to>(^ uttermost ef your 
skill : and you tsfhall, wUl;, and faithfidiy ijibserve all atid every the 
statutes, laws^ aiid ordinances of the said school^ except it be 
t0herwl9e with yoi> dispensed. So help, ke^ 

ORDEBS FOR THE WHEg, 

He ^hall be able and sufficient, didere^, sober, and of godly coni 
^ers6, -fundsb^ WKh Gri^ and Latin as ^Ive master. He shaH 
be obedient to the schoolmaster. Shall do' his daty, and prefer 
^rery year cet^tain scholars t-o the toaster -s forms* He shaH be 
continued for life, escbept in certain ca«g» flowed hy the commis- 
sary of the Lord Archbi^op within «hfe pecidiar jurisdiction of 
Hfexliamshire. His Bae shaHbe £4 froth the masteir Jind six- 
^pence quarterly from every boy not of the parish, whereby he 
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ati9.j be ti)e better UibabUied w4 .morewWing to t^ke paiii9 in the 
««xercif mg the said msbalnj^M, Of the Aeyen £pnn9 1q the fehool^ 

.the three lomnfit aMX be unjer the 4irec^ion of (the usher. 
His oath is f-ery 9ia)UAr t^ tl^t of jthe m^^ter^ to whom he 

.6 wean obed«eiU^. 

OBDEItS FOK THE SCHOLARS. 

Scholars shall be obedient^ shall use the f«atin tpogue (such as be 
iibb) ia and nbtmt the achoql AUa they ^haU use iff or ipe^the 
school tiD wea|i0nj m ^ggi^» fW^^f 9t^^> cn^fel^ or such like. 
They shall haunt no alehouse> play «t i>q ^unlawful games.^For 
exercise on playi-days they shall be JunUsked with hows and 
arrot99.^-^Tikej shall make their exit or entrance with a Greek 
vor Latin sentence. Expulsion shall be the punishment of a breach 
^f rule^ and after expulsion no readmission into school. 

Books to be ^&d ip ^f&rent forms^ see part i. ch. ir. p. 45. 

A chest with three Jocks for the evidences, charters, &c. shall 
l)e kept in the school. One key for the master, and one for each 
steward. A table in vellum with the names of the governors and 
f)atrons. to be l^ung 4ip in t^e school. Prayers to be said from 
the bpok of Common Prayer, psalms, &c. ^oabnihig an^ evening. 

The statutes to be decided in case of dispute by the ArchMsfaep, 
3or in case^ &c. by tl^e Deaii of York, 



SUCCJESSJON OF 

1666, Robert Leeds. 

i673> Christqpher Smith. 

1^96, WiUiam Bewick. 

Jt69S, lEtobert Cocking. 

1701, John Ogle. 

17(9^9 Thomas Stscl^bbuse. Author of various Theological 

Works. 
1705, WilliatYi Ba^«ll. 
1716, Niphoias Lowes. 

1717,. 'I^theram. 

47gO, WilliawJohnsw. 

1724, Ale^imder ^tokoe. 

$7^9, Thomas BoltoQ. 

1735, Eicbard Stoko^ 

jl7^^ Joseph BaUston. Afterwards rector of Knaresdale. 
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1741^ Thomas Hudson. Perpetual curate of Blancfalmd. 

1747^ Abraham Brown. Perpetual curate of Whitelej. 
Peter Rumney. Perpetual curate of Hexham. He 
died in 1771* A monument erected to his me- 
mory by the pious gratitude of his children^ is 
extant in the church. See p. 1. ch. ri. p. QS. 
George Busby. Perpetual curate of Hexham. See 
p. i. chap. tL p. 75. 

1801^ Thomas Scurr. Present master, and perpetual curate 
of Allendale and ThodaJngton* See p. i. cL if. 
p. 47. note 1. 



THE CHURCH. 
i^ertwmslJire, 1823. 

Hkzham. Dedication — St. Andrew. Rer. John Gibson^ M. 
A. pierpetual curate. Thomas Richard Beaumont, £59. and Diana 
his wife, patrons. The certified value of Hexham curacy with 
the chapelry of Whitley £ IS. 6*. Sd. In 1759, Sir Walter 
Calyerley Blackett, Bart gave £ 380 (or according to others 
£ 389) towards the augmentation of the living of Hexham. 
This generous donation was attended by another of £ 100 for the 
same end from Sir Edward Blackett^ Bart There is no correct 
list of the succession of curates with the dates of their induction. 

Thejiting was appropriated to Hexham priory. 

THE LECTURESHIP 

^ Was founds out of part of the legacy of Mr. Richard Fishbome, 
citizen and mercer, of London, but originally of Huntingdon. 
This gentleman by his last will and testament, dated March SOth, 
1625, amongst a great many legacies for pious and charitable 
purposes, amounting to the sum of £ 11,000 and upwards, did 
give and bequeath to the wardens and commonalty of the mystery 
of mercers of the city of London £ 2,800 to purchase two or 
more parsonages, rectories, or church livitogs, anciently appropri- 
ated to some abbey, monastery, or religious house or houses, and 
now commonly called impropriations, in Lincolnshire, Yorkshire) 
or some northern county, where most want should be of the 
preaching the word of God, for the maintenance of preaching 
ministers in such places. And if they or any of them shall prove 
iion*resident, or have any other benefice or church livings with 
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cure of sottlsj they may be ejected^ and othera eleeted in their 
stead. Wallis, ii. p. 99- RUschel, &c. 

In 1628, the mercers' company purchased of Sir John Fen- 
wick, Bart, a messuage and an orchard in Hexham, all the great 
tithes arising in the town, parish, or fields of Little Swinburn, in 
Kepwick, Errington, Bingfield, and Colwell. In 1631, they 
purchased the great- tithes of Chollerton and Barwesford. They 
also purchased a moiety of the great tithes of Wbodhom, Wid- 
drington, Two Steeds, North Seaton, Cresawell, Horton, Hbrton 
demesne, tiRrst, Hutton, Ellington, Lynton, and Lynmouth, all 
in this county. 

They aflerwards took off from the lectureship £ 60 per annum^ 
and'applied it to the support of an alternate lectureship in the parish 
church of Chollerton, and the chapels of St. Oswald and Bingfield, 
belonging to the church of St John Lee. Wallis, ii.*100. . 

The lectureship is in the gift of the Mercers' Company. 

The following correct list of the lecturers of Hezham> has 
been most obligingly communicated from the best authority— the 
Company's Books at Mercer's HaU :— « 

1628, Dec Uih, Rev. Benony Steere. t 

1651, Feb. 17th, Rev. Thomas Tilham. 

1656, Feb. 18th, Rev. Geo. Ritschel. See part i. p. 93. 

1684, June 18th, Rev. Geo. Ritschel. Son of the above. 

1717, Nov. 1 St, Rev. Thos. Andrewes. See part i. p. 95. 

1758, Mar. 10th, Rev. William Totton. 

1766, Feb. 26th, Rev. Sloughter Clarke. Part i. p. 96. 

1801, March 5th, Rev. Robert Clarke. 

Hexhamshire or Whitley Chapel. Dedication--St Helen. 
Rev. John Hewetson, perpetuaF curate. ^ Rev. Richard Close, 
assistant curate. T. R. Beaumont and Diana his wife, patrons. 

AUenheads and St. Peter's Chapel Built by voluntary con- 
tribution. Sir William Blackett finding the timber, 1703. At that 
time the curate read prayers every morning at 6 o'clock, before 
the miners went to work. Randak — Rev — Walton, perpe- 
tual curate. T. R. Beaumont, Esq. and Diana his wife, patrons. 

AUendale. Rev. T. Scurr, master of Hexham Grammar- 
School, perpetual curate. T. R. Beaumont, Esq. and Diana his 
wife, patrons. Certified value £ 26. 6s. 8^. Repaired in 
1670. Church very ancient and small. 

Coldcleugh. Richard Harrison, clerk. T. R. Beaumont, Esq. 
and Diana his wife, patrons. Built in 1704. Salary at that 
- time £80. Randat. 



t This gentlenuai's name is placed by Mr. Randal in the list 
probably both cuiate and lecturer, as wns the elder Ritschel. 



of curates. He waa 
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All these diiitchefl are in Hexkanishiy^ peculiar Jcirisdfctib»> 
and under the pastoral chafge oif the Archbishop of York. 



CHARITIES. 

A. D. l6S4. Mable Ord, widow, gaye the donble«gOt cfia^ 
fice and paten, weighing thirty-two ounces ; tlie communion table 
and green cloth, a pulpit doth and cushion, and a mort cloth, aH 
green. She left £ 100 to the poor. It is said she also gare 
£ 100 to the Free Grammar-School; and £ 100 to build a 
Ibuntain, which was lost. 

1637. Mn. Jane iMwson, spinster, daughter of Edward 
Lawson, of TopdifGs, in Yorksldre, Gent, (but then of Hexham) 
desired her father upon her death-bed to give 40i. a year for ever 
unto forty poor widows iti Hexham, which hath been ever since 
distributed yearly on Good Friday. 

1668. Madam EUxahah Rod^Jfe, widow of the'Right Wor- 
shipful Sur Edward RadclMRir, of Dilston^ Bart, and mother of the 
Right Honourable Francis, Earl of Derwentwater, gave £ 4 at 
year to the poor Roman Catholics hi Hexhara, to be dlkributed on 
8u Lucy's day, or thei^bouts. 

167s. John T1/S0H, yeoman, lefl £ 10 to the poor of Hex- 
ham parish ; the interest to be divided among them at Christmas 
and Easter, yearly, for ever. 

1675. James Cresswell, tanner, gave an acre of land, on 
Hexham Haugh^ called Beak's Acre^ the yearly rent thereof, 
40^., to be distributed to the poor of Hexham town on the Sd of 
October, being his birth-day. 

1677« Robert Farhridge, of Hackforth, Hexfaamshire, gave 
£ 10 to the poor of the high and middle quarters of Hexhamshire; 
the interest to be distributed yearly at Wiutley chapel on^ All- 
Saints' Day. 

1 679. Madam Mary Fetiwick, daughter of Sir George Selby, 
c^Newcastle, Knt., widow of Col. John Fenwick, of Hexham Ab- 
bey, who was slain at Marston Moor, July 2d, 1644, (see p* 90- 
note 5), gave £ 100 to the town, to bind poor children apprentices. 

1-680. Mrs. Ursula Motirrtney, of Stoiie-croft, widow, left 
by will, dated July 1 6th, an annuity of JE S a year to the pow 
of the parish of Hfexham. 

I68I. Thomas Craig, skinner and glover, gave £20; the 
interest to be distributed in the church, on St. Thomas's Day, im 
poor widows and orphans residing in the paii^ of Hexham- 



. lSf4. Bbbert Fortksr^ of ihe Uj^^ Eahelll, g«^ £ 10 to- 
&e poor of Hcrxkamabir^; * the interest (• be distributed yearij^ 
lit£4^er. 

H#0ry Simp96n, of tbe Hole House, wOled £ 10 to the 
poor of Hexhamshire ; but dying before hiff will, was e%et!attSi„ 
hlf beir^ Thomas Wadeion> of Tbimblebjr Hill> Dmrhamrgave- 
^ 10 to th^irovehiore of Hexham Free-^hooL 

1686. Tnomas Gibson, cordwainer, bequeathed £ 20 to the 
pdor, out of a certain elose in Hexham j^ields. 

1^90* Anthony Farbru^e, of Newcastle, bom. at Had^brtb^. 
left £ 14 to thepqiDr of the high and middle <||iarter8 of fthe^ite; 
the interest to be distributed yearly on Good: Friday, at Wbltley 
Chapel. . 

1692. John Coulsom tanuer, left £20 t6 the Fre6 Scho^, 
and-£ 20 to the poor of Hexham town. 

l€gi* Margaret Broadly^ widow, left £ lO ta the friends 
of William WUkioson, if they^ should. come for it within Seven>i 
years (whieh th^ did not) then to be let out for the use of tlie- 
poor, and the interest distributed among them yearly, o» the* 
llthof NoTember. 

I695i Mkhard WaUoni of Peacock Hou$e, gave £5 towards- 
finding a minister at Whitley Chapel; failing a minister, the in«- 
lerest to be distributed amongst the most needful people ia thr 
high quarter. 

1702. Henry 'DtMm, of the Staples, gave £20 to the'poob 
of the high, low, and middle q^arter8-of^ti)e sbire ;. the interest Uh 
be distributed yearly at Christmas* 

Madam Ann BadcHffe, of Dilston, spinster, sister to the 
Right Hob. the Earl of Derwentwater, bequeathed £ 10 a'year 
to the poor of Hexham pafish; to be distiibuted oathe l^th of 
June. 

1707- Mr*. Margaret il%oo<l, widow, of Lancelot Allgood>. 
of Newcastle, Attorney at Law, bequeathed £ 100 to the pobr 
of Hexham township; this interest to be distributed by the prin*^ 
eipal inhabitants with the advice of the minister, after evening . 
service on Christmas-day. 

1709* Mrs, Mary Allgood, spinster, daughter ef Thomas- 
Allgood, of Hexham, Gent, left £40 to the poor of Hexham, 
town ) (he interest to be distributed. 

17IO4 Nicholas Ridley, of Newcastle, Esq. and Aldermkri, 
gave £ 20 to the poor of Hexham town ; the interest to be dis^ 
tributed yearly? to the most aged and infiroi, eight days beforil^ 
Christmas. 

Mr, JohnCarr^ ballifr of Hexham; bequeiMhed £ 100 to th6- 
Alms-hpuse, and £ 10 to the Free Schooh 

G a 



2M HISTORY OF HEXHAM. 

1719. Mr*. Dorothy JBlgood left the interest dt£4fftohe 
dietHbttted yearly among^ the poor of Hexham town. 

Elizabeth Gibson ggre the interest of £ 20 to be dinded 
jeartjr among the poor of Hexham townw Ktschek See alsa 
WalHs, u. p. 100, &C. 

1714. George Gi6«0fi, tannery ga?e £ SO to the poor of ^ 
township; to be distributed -in portions of £S half-yearly^ for 
iShe yean after his death. 

1715. Joseph Bell, tanner; gare £ 100 to the poor of thie 
tiHm ; the hiterest to be distributed yearly on the 19th of Mardw 
Ail his other estates (fuling tawftd issue to his grandehildre») 
he bequeathed to pious and cliarttabTe uses. 

Mr, David Johnson, mercer, left half an acre of land in the 
town fields, near Maiden'^ross, to the po<^ of Hesham» in 177S* 
This half acre was let for 29*. a year> which sum was given Xb 
the poor> by the minister and churchwardens for the time being. 

Thomas Howdon, tanner, bequeathed 20^. to be paid yearly 
out of the rent of a house in Fore Street, to 20 poor widows ; 
which has been continued ever since by John Aynesley, of Hex* 
ham, Esq. and his executors. 

Edn>ard Smi*h, tanner, gave £60; the interest to be distri* 
bated yearly to the poor of Hexham by the governors of the Free 
Grammar-Scbool. — Quere, Has it been paid since the year 1 765 ? 

John Forbest merchant, bequeathed £ 100 to the poor of 
Hexham ; the interest to be distributed yearly, for ever. His 
executors purchased the Routed Closet 1 acre and 1 rood, which now 
(1780) lets at £ 3. 10s. a year. The money is dbtributed by 
the minister and churchwardens on St. John's Day. 

Robert Andrewes, Esq. gave 50s. a year to the poor of tiiis 
parish ; and the Rev. Sloughter Clarke and his wife, daughter of 
R. Andrewes, Esq., since his death have given a grant of a rent- 
charge of 50s. out of a close of £ 6 a year, near the Maiden 
Crossi to Robert Salmon, Gent, and Edward Charlton, mercer, 
and their heirs, in trust, and upon condition that they shall truly 
pay the said sum of 50s. yearly to the minister of Hexham, by 
him to be distributed to the poor of the township. 

Memorandum. At the division of the common, there was 
given by allotment for certain grounds belonging to the poor of 
Hexham, James Cresswdl's close, in the Haugh, and David 
Johnson^s close, in the town fields, in all 1 acre, $ roods, and 
8 perches. This ground was granted by lease to Henry Arthur, 
for a term of nineteen years, by the churchwardens, at the annual 
rent of one peppercorn for the first three years, and* £ 1. 10a. 
during the remainder of thelease. The lease was^entei^ed to-oa 
Feb. 2d, 1757. 
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Ealtrmifrom the Rev. G^BiUohel'e mil, June lA4h^ 1717. 
Item, the sum of 4eOi. to the Boercera' kcturer of Hexham, to be 
hj him distribcited to 40. poor widows of the town of Hexham^ 
on the feast-day of -St. Thomas. Item/lhe like sum of 40«. 
to tlte minister of Whitley chapel, faiLngwhom, to the lecturer 
aforesaid, to be by him distributed to the poor of Hexhamshire 
and Slidey parish. See a memorial by the Aey^.G. Ritschfel, 
niS, republished in 1780 with additions. 



Xanlisi anti iSebenaes 

OP THE 

PBIOKY OF HEXHAM, 

WSi^ t^ xsaxm of t(^ DonotjBi, 

Aoeordlng to an iDquUtian taken at Newcasde upon^Tyne, S5 Eklw. I. July 7tb, 
1297* William de Halton ttien High Sheriff of ^Northumberland. 

MANORS, VILLAGES, AND DEMESNES. 

The manor and Tillage of Anick^ the villages of Sandhoe and 
Yamzigg.; i(Thomas^ Archbishop of York.) The villages of Dot- 
land, Rniiilhesell^ and the two Grotingtons; (Thurstan.) Half 
the village -of Bingfield ; (Germund.) The manor and church 
-of Warden i (Adam de Ty ndale.) Also the manor of l^ittle 
Heaton and Cald-strother with their appurtenances ; (Alice de 
Bolam,. James and Alice de Cans.) The manor of North Mil- 
bum ; (Thomas de Devilston.) * The demesne and village of 
Wbiifield; (William, King of Scots.) Tlie hamlet of Carraw 
ivilh Its appurtenances; (Richard Cummin.) Half the manor 
«f Echwike; (Robert de Delaval and Richold^ hi& mother.) 
A manor in BenweU ; (Hugh de DelavaL) A manor ia East 
Matfen; (Thomas de FenwicL) The manor of Cheesebuigh 
or Cheesebum and Nesbet with all their demesnei^ services, 
bondageB|4uid other appurtenances; (John de Normanvil.) The 
manor of SielUng with its appurtenances ; (Bernard 4e BalioL) 
A third {)art of the village of Dalton ; (Ralph de Gunnerton.) 
A lease of Staward Le Peel ; (Edward, Duke of York.) Hamlet 
of Beamont, through their right divisions ; (Gilbert de HumfranviL) 

• Lueia, the vtfe of Thomai, dlaimed a right to a third part of this manor. William 
^ Tmale. however, the heir of Thomaa, ooafirmed the prior's claim, and paid the 
value of this Uiird part to Lucy. £ee hUwiia de (^ Wairamio, SI ICdw. I. HodgMm, 
«ol. V. p. 195. ■• ' 
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ADVOWSONS ANB APPRO PRtATIONS. 
The prebend of Saltan, m the cdtliearal pf York, which was the 
impropriation and adrowq^ aX iSaltoh ^ricarage, anciently rated 
^t 80 marks or £ 53. 13f. 44. The chtirph of ChoUerton, with 
its chapels, Birtley, Chipchase;, Gunnerton, and Swinburne ; also 
Little Hetou and Colw^ witti theuf appurtenances,' and eight 
oxgangs of land in the vill^e of Ch^J^erton, of the endowment 
•Df that church, and 5 acres of land ciUled'Le Michael's Croft, 
lymg (m the north side of that church ; (Odonel de Humfrau- 
Tille.) The church of Slaley and one plougli->land of the endow- 
ment of thattchuvch; .(Gilbert de ^ealey.) A portion in the 
<huTch «f Stamferdij«Q»> jis. ^ If^^^M^jf ^ M«tfen, East 
Nesbet, U!ke8t0i^«awkweU,«BdBitchfield; (Robert, Bishop of 
Durham.) The impropriation^^ ^&«hurch of Aldston, t and of 
^he churdi^ ,of Renwkk t and 1s^]l § in Jthe county pf Cumber^ 
land, and those of Ilktey t| ^hd £dstbn *' in die Wiky of Yodu 
Chapels ^f SlonecKoft^ £bydoo^.«p^ Laag^jr* 

Twenty»four acres in Hamburn and Newltf^^, and the «ect t>T 
^11 new lands brought into tiUaffe, by the s^rrice of 12s. per an- 
«4ium ; 1 rod in Acome, 1 in Wall, 1 in Halylon, 1 iii &epwick, 
1 in Catton, 1 in Nine Banks, and 1 in Rouley, for th&lMiiiding^ 
^f a grange or tithe-bam ; (Walter Grey, and Walter GiSbrd 
Archbishop of York) by the service of d#« per annum each. 
AU the lands of Byres, and 7 acres in Hay49n; 4 acres of land 
•and 6 acres of meadow in Settiing^tones ; 49 acres in Wfnnet-^ 
^ey ; 1 plough-gate in Allerwissh; 1 toft and 7 acres in Birtley ; 
^e lands and pastures ^fCokden^through their right divisions; 
it tofts and 2 oxgangS 'Of land in th^ village of Chester^Hope ^ 
^ tofts <and 30 acres in Barrasford ; 1 plough-land in Newton in 
Coquetdale-; € acres, 2 tofts; and S| acres in Little Qai^ington; S 
tofts, 2 osgmigs and 12 acres in Gunnerton ; 1 a^re in Cfaipchase; 
J acre in the field of West Swinburne ; the land of Sbilden, by the 
^errice^f S3s, per annum; (Abbot of Newminster.) Carraw 
-Hioor; (W^iam, King of Sdots.) 1 plough-land in Resbeel ; 
1 toft and 30 acres in ^one-croft ; 6 tc^ and 1 p]ougfa«land in 
Thirlwall ; 1 ^ough4and in Aldstan ; ii acresi in' Each wick ; 6 
<tofts 10 acres pf land and $ acres of meado«^ in Thornton ; $ 
nacres in Benwell; 2 acres in Throckley; S plough-lands in 

f Browne Wlins, Cathed. vol.1, p. 215. WaBis, B. 8|U 
t Browne Willis, CaUied* vol. i. p. 315. Wallffl. U- 68. 
% I*1adUi In Cum. 20 Ed. I. Quo War. Rot. 66. de terris in lielU f>e« 
' J Willis, 188. Walli^ 88. « Willie. S3. WallU, JS. 
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!6a0I Matfept; a il«ft slid 2 j^i^qg* of limd j& SUmiingtwi ; I 
«Qft ati4 oroft 8ii4i4^ «<dci« o^ iMnd In /WIwUqb, t 1 toft aivi j» 
i)lQuglHg«t«8 an iS^iAfor4h«ffi; i t«ft ^ S acrei of i»Ad In 
NewUggitu; 4.#3|gaQgs ^ land 'm DiIunh; 1 itoftjuidJ «gm> in 

The^«fMfaer«|3geet,iof Codc^^ ^4 jnewua^s in Psiisstpoiiple^ 
d^ HI itbe JMUfcel-place^ noud 16 an Heocotes^ all in due toarn of 
Heybap* A fent^f 6 loarkii in Biogfidd; two .meBBoagBS ia 
:$ettl|Qgf«|09(il^ -a rent of aOi; in Wiiinetley; thhe^Muras ia 
<}un9eclon and IEmX SwialMinie; 1 netmagti m Qiipohaae; a 
>qrent of %Q#« 4(/. out of 8 messuages in Newcastle; and 4i3s, 2iL . 
iirom 15 messuages in Corbndge;^ a rent of l6f. 4kL in Wfaiu 
£e]d ; 8 messuAges in Aidston ; a vent of \%t. 4d. in the mill of 
Elvingtoo; 8#.inTecket; 8jr. in Airsheds ; 19*. Sd. i^ .^Um^ 
jfield^ (joying out of the same for the ward of the castle js, per 
.^nu^i.^; another rent of ^f. in the .same place ; }.6s. in Throjck^ 
ley ^ 6 messui^es in East Matf(^n; a rent, of If. 6^f fp .S^qr« 
nington; 1 mark out of , the mill at ^riokley^ jS#. ifi It|plingA9^i 
-40f. in Sjeaton; ^5s, §4* qjut of the mill at Dalton; ji g^rclei^ i|i 
East Swinh|urne; an4 co^ n9^1s in Hambum and i,^ewbijsg^)i 
Allerwash and the mills called Tyne Mills^ with ^ paill jr«ce ; 
Mhe jAghi 4i£ sect or l6th in all these mills* 

RIGHT OF COlfMON. 

Common -^of pasture 'for ^0 sheep ii> Hay den, for 100 cattjbe 
^oing p^t pf Coledei^ ia Qunnerton MoqTj as if ell ir.fae^ tjbn 
%edge^ were «tp as when fdl wi^ open / lor 32 qzf^n and ^49 
-sheep in Col well ; ^ 15 cattle, 60 sheep, and 2 horses, in lAtik 
fi^v^pgton; for koo she^ ,in Slaley, ^ for ^0 in jLeStej^^- 
^common of pasture in Hethe^sh^gh ^ cf»innioii of psj^t^r^ fof ^4^ 
xattle, 24 beasts with their y;Oung^ 1^4 9wine^ an^ 90 goats. In 
Thirlwall; the pasture of Priestjjale ; ^ndac^ni^^pQ «fp^^re 
^ for>0^we9 and t^eir lambs ii^ Whal^op* 

H6MAOES. 

The hprna^ie ^ Jdiin de ^Ssplab^im and hi^ Virs, 4n4 ft re)9| of 
if. per annum for his ^c^jtal fnessu^e <;^ SwiQ^iur^ ; (Hugh 
Balipl.) df Nicholas fs£West l§i¥mbu;ri| afi4 the f^ry'^ 9f i^ 
wr annui^ fg^ the chfu^y of the phape} qf Wefit Swinburne. 
Of John de Camhow for .the land and tenements he held in Little 

t Prior 4« Hcsild}Bl»*m teni dinf ctruc* ttnre iq Watton in demoiiiMf ct n'lTm Mt 
4mi»^atvkf* HodgBoo, VOL V. tl5. ■ . -r ir^ 

t PoMio pjriorii de Hesteldeih'ni ia ca4etn. HpdMQP, i^pl. y. |d«. 
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HeiUm and CaMnitrother* Of Ridiard 'de Thirl wall, and a rent 
ai Si, ^ anniUB for the lands he Md of Ihem in Thklwall.- 
Of Adam 4e Whitley> and 4ti. annually for the same. Of 
Thomas «be son^ Richaia 4he son of Bridua de Thirlwall for 
his lands there. Also -of John de Normanville for the lands of 
Stockfield and Apperley by the senrice of ISf. 9d. per anounci. 
Of Robert de Rlhil, and the senrice of lOs. annual rent and 3 
wf its annually at the prior's court against such ^ refuse to do 
suit and semoe. Of Matthew de Whitfield for the kkid and tene- 
nentsaf Whitfield; (The gift of WiUiam, King of Scots.) And, 
lastly^ Che homage of Robert- de Throotdey for the lands and 
tenements he held of them* Two 'fisheries^ Drij^entele and Fore^ 
•on the river Tyne. 

RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES. 

The fithe olf -aH things whether belonging to the Arclbbishop or to 
«ther persons within the ilberty of Hextoldesham ; Soke and 
Soken ; the assize of bread and lieer ; that their servants should 
bear a virge on their making distresses^ snmmonsesj and attach- 
ments^ and tm correcting offences of the tenants in the prior's 
court; i(Thomas> Archbishop of York.) The tithe of all animals 
within the liberty of Hexham ; (Thurstan.) And, aboye aU, the 
privilege of Sanctuary* 

HOSPITAL. 

They had ah hospital for leprous persons. It was dedicated to 
St. Giles^'t and stood on. the site of the present elegant mansion, 
the 'SpUnL It was founded and endowed by the Archbishops of 
York. Its revenues amounted to £ 4 per annum, which with the 
priory was granted at the dissolution to Sir Reginald Camaby. 
This hospital appears to have been divided by historians. There 
is at least no certain evidence of the existence of a second hos- 
pHid, as asserted by Mr. Wallis, ii. 89- 

Or the alMve inquisition, which was held after the burning of 
the priory by the Scots, Edward I. granted them a charter con- 
firming all their rights. Vide Dugdale's Monasticon, &c. The 
Black Bodk, or Priory Register, still preserved in the manor office, 
is the original autKority from wliich these statements are derived. 
It was thoroughly gleaned for the Monasticon, which is here 
followed, as the original is unattaind>le. Browne Willis's Sarvey 
c€ the Cathedrals, vol. i. Tanner*s Notitia, and Wallis, vol. ii. 

t It if Mid that a wooden image of St. GUm was found andong the lumber of the old 
house atthe'Spital, and that the sefvaotK, not knowing iti^alue, made a "yvigd^'* 
«r It; that is, made it the fiiel of their Christmas fire. The relio of antiquity was 
«aTed, however, from the lumds of the ignonint deitioyeii. Its jweicnnaoii is of 
T pq^tdarly aCtdbuted to mirade. 
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baire supplied the few additional facta contained in t&vs p^per. 
ithe original of the inqiusition is pre^enred in Mr. Hodgson's lATfr- 
luable YoIume> ▼• 52. as rehearsed in th^ charter, S7 £d. I. N(]f/35. 
See also Wallis, ii. 79-^89. Hutchinson, i. 9S> 9S. Maic^. and 
Dent, ii. 814—320. 



1 Mr. Tho. Sanderson 30 



VILLAGES, HALLS, AND HOUSES, 

IN BEXHAMSHIREy 

Shewing the Quarter in which they are situated, with, the Names 
of the Proprietors and the Rental in 1663«. 



PlacM. Quar. Proprieton in 1663. - Rental. 

Ardleyy " ^ 

Ayden Shields or Ay* £. #. d, 

donHiUs, itf. Sir Edward Ratdiffe 97 3 S 

Bagraw, W. Sii^ Edward Ratdiffe 

Barker House, ilf. John Ord of B. H. 19 1^ 4 

Blackball, JL ' 

BlackhaU MiU, L. 

Beacon, Birks, Blossom Hill, Bracken HiU, Bush Butcher Bank. 
Chapel Houses, Clay Widls, Close Gate. 
Coastley cum memhri8> demesne 

and Mill, Westwood, Lang- 

> npp> Hadcford a part, and ^ 

Braggerap, Bagraw, Sir Edw. Ratdiffe 240 
Cocker Letch, 

Cocker Shield, H. John Bartram ' 3 19 

Cooks' Hoiise, M. John Thirlwall, Esq. 12 9 
Crains Heilghi Cuishett, •. .. . 
Curry's Field, M. 
Didton Townhead and foot, 

DotlandPark, L. Mrs. Mary Fenwick 13 6 8 
-Town, Mr.Wm.Rowland,ofDot 29 

> ■ ' ^ Townhead, Isahell Rowland 5 
^ Footr; Mr.Wm-Sand8on,ofHely 5 
Dotland, &c. Tho. Humble, land al HUl 4 

Albany Wade .568 

Mr. T. Swinburne 3 

Mr. Evrington, Townfoot 10 10 4 



Delicate Hall, Duke's House. 
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PfeMft . ga»r. f>n)|irMpn ia'l66S.r JGentfti: 

Eadls Bush» pr Bush ^ £.«.#£: 

Houses H. u; Armstrong. 5 O- 

Nether BsheUi^ J^- Tho. Ogle Hi I? (f 

OFerEflheUfl^ JIf. SirWm.]^enwi6ke 1^ S 4 

£den Rigij 

Garishield^ ff. Sir Edward Ratdiffe 2^17 ♦ 

Gnitterhouae, M. Tkomui Ogle 

Greenridge, W. Sir William Fen wide 40 O 

Hexham^ Wardi»,.wHli 

thelandftandtftiu^, £^.6f Newcastle «f 9*0 

Hexham Demesne^ Mrs. Mary Fenwidc 

TheInUck«iir.Hexliam» RobeMrODTer 7 0^ O 

Hack£brd^ H. Robert F^bxidg^ 11 9 fa 

Haddry Bum, HI Lady TouUt ^ 40 

Harwood 9ieel8> B. P. Jefferson^ J. Armtttodg 7 8 O 

HiU He«fe> H. Matthew Dixon 5 10 1 

Hede#eM, H. George Simpson 5 12 2 

TheHti^ L. Ja.Dodd,BarkFarbridge 5 O 

Hole Hoiise, £. Henry Simfwon 4 O 

Hamburg Hali; If* Hbntjr Jolmson 7 6 8 

Hayning, Holn^Oiii^ Netiwi^Hblm'&Mill, Hallywell, HathcfV 
Hous«, Harleywdi, U^K High Shieb, Higii Wood, Hentf. 
ley. Juniper. ** 

Litterage, H. John Ord 6ill> 6 

lUttewtMd, H. JoJm Swihbume 9 68 

Langley^ Hi John & Ekaftlor Arro atio p g '9' 88 

Loaning House, H. John Hudson^ S'lfir 8 

Leases, L. Jamea^CarrVpart 7 9^ O 

Leases, L. Jane Stoko^ for her piHjfcf 9r 9^ O 

LaAjg^hop^ meinwei'or 

Cbastley, Sir Edward Ratcliffe 

Lamb Shiel, Dnnel's Milb 
Mire H^use, Mi PeMf'ThJrlwall 

Moller Steads, M. Pet. & John ThirlwftH> Bolik 

Farbridg^ Rob. Dixon,i AaA 
& Eliz. HiittrbiiMOB Id" 5 G 

MdorhiMM^ J^PhiUp Jefferson 1 6 5 

Mia lAMd'KKRj liMrfields.^ 

NeWhokse> H< Ma^y-' Armstrong - 5*1^ 4 

Newbiggin; L. JcUhntTbirlwall, Esq. 60 O 

Nubbock, Nunliroagfa. 

Ordley (a laige towne) L. WMUato Yare 11 6 8 

sic in MR' Johv Armstrong 5 18 4 

WIllimMi Hutchinson 8 I6 8 

Matthew* Ridk^^ 8»l6 8 
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Plaoek Qiur. Proprieton in 1663. Rental. 

£. s. d. 
Oyer Eshells & Heighs^ 3f. Sir William Fen wicke 18 2 4 
Ovishall or Howshill;, M. Mr. William Charletoii 6 l6 
Ordley Nether, M. Mr. John Thirl wall 6 l6 O 

— Oyer, with Cook- 
house, M. John Thirl wall, Esq. 12 9 

Oakerlandfl, Oten Roads, 

Park House, H. William Armstrong 2 14 

False, W. Ann Rowell, widow 11 

Padpool, Parker s House, Pateral Field, Peacock House. 
Ridlamhope> H. Robert Bowman 7 

Row Green, M. Matthew Dinning 7 8 

Rowley Head, Red House, Renny's Burn, Rising Sun. 
Stottfolds, H. Richard Gibson 14 

Stonehouse, H. Bartholomew Dixon 2 18 

Stobley,. H. Richard Dixon 6* 1 4 

Staples, M. Parsirili Dixon 2 17 6 

Snape, W. John Tate for his latitat S. 12 

The Spittle, W. Mr. William Charleton 40 O 

Summer Rods, fV. Geo. Algood, Geo. Stokoe 6 13 4 

Salmon Field, Shaws, Spittle Sheel, Steel, Stob-hole, Styles or 

Stills Land, Sunnyside. 
Turf-house, H, Sir Edward Radcliffe 2 17 4 

West Burnhope, H. Robert Pearson 5 

Whitehall, H. John Ord, Marg. Errington, 

, Marg. Eggleston of W. 7 10 10 

WaUy Thorn, Watch Currock, West Boat, West Wood, Wester 

Meadows, Westfield Nook, Whiteley Chapel, Windy Hill, 

Winter House, Woodley Field. 

Yarridge, fV. Mary Fenwick,Jas. Hasty 10 



Rental of Hexham Township- in l663, 
•••.••••••.••• the High Quarter, 

• Low Quarter, . 

Middle Quarter, 

M..»f •• West Quarter^ . 

- Total Rental of the Parish, £l367ift 8 

For great part of this paper, we are indebted to Mr« Hodgson^s; 
invaluable volume. 
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PLANTS 

Sn m ^icinit? of It^eief^m, ixitf^ t^ir ®ti0Uje| named ami ^sUm^ 



TRIANDRIA MONOOYNIA. 

Schcenus compressus^ Compressed bogrash^ ChoUerford, &c. 

' TRIANDRIA DIGYNIA. 

Aira caryophyllea^ SOver huv^gnas. Fields nr. Hex. Fell. 
Anindo epigejos^ Wood-reed^ Near Warden MilL 

TBTRAKDRIA MONOGYNIA. 

Scabiosa columbaria^ Small scabiousy Warden Hills. , 

Cjalium boreale; Cross-leaved bed- North Tyne> near 

straw. Warden Mill, &c; 

TETRANDRIA TETRAOYNIA. 

Potamogeton com- Flat-stalked pond- Widehaugh, Bear 
pressum, weed, Dilston. 

PENTANDRIA MONOGYNIA. 

Primula elatior, Oxlip, 'Spital grounds. 

Campanula glomerata, Clustered bell-flower, ChoUerford. 
Viola hirta. Hairy violet, Tyne Banks, Wylam. 

Viola odorata. Sweet violet, Qn hedge banlu. 

Viola palustris. Marsh violet. East Common Wood. 

PENTANDRIA DIGYNIA. 

Gentiana Amarella, Autumnal gentian, Chollerford, &c. 
Apium graveolens, Smallage, wild celery. West Dipton. 

HEXANDRIA MONOGYNIA. 

Galanthus nivalis. Snowdrop, Lambshield Banks^ 

Omithogalum lu- Yellow star of Beth- 

tQum, lehem, Widehaugh Bank. 

Convallaria majalis, Lily of the Valley, Warden Mill (only) 

OCTANBRIA MONOGYNIA. 

EpilobiuM angustifo^ Rosebay, willow herb. 

Hum, French willow, Shewingshields. 

Vaccinium vlUs-idsa, Red whortle-berry. East Common Wood 
cowberry, and West Dipton* 

OCTANDRIA TBTRAGYNIA. 

Paris quadrifolia. Herb parisi Neighbouring woods- 
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DSCJIMDRIA MONOOYNIA. 

Andromeda polyfolia^ Wild rosemary^ Muckle Moss* 

Arbutus uva-ursif Red-berried trailing South side of East 

arbutus^ Comraon Wood. 

Pyrola minor, Lesser wiuter green^ East Common Wood. 

DBGANDRIA DIGTNIA. 

Saxifraga granulata. White saxifrage, Widehaugh Banks. 

Dianthus deitoides. Maiden pink, Gunnerstou Crags. 

DECANORIA PENTAGTNIA* 

Sedum telepUum, Orpine, or liy^long. Banks of hedges. 

ICOSANDRIA POLYGYNIA. 

Rubiis saxatilis. Stone bramble. West Dipton. 

PotentiUa aurea. Golden cinquefoQ, Corbridge MilL 

POLTANDRIA MONOOYNIA. 

Nymphaa lutea. Yellow water lily, Wideliaugh, &c 
Nymphca alba. White water lUy, Bromley Iiake. 

Oatus heliaathemum. Common dwarf dstus. Warden Mill, &c. 

POLYANDRIA POLYOINIA. 

Ranunculus lingua. Great spear-wort, Widehaugh. 

DIDYNAMIA OYMNOSPERMIA. 

Nepeta cataria, Nep or cat-mint, Tyne Green. 

Verbena officinalis. Common vervain, Corbridge Mill. 

Galeopsis versicolor. Large-flowered hemp 

nettle, bee nettle, Nunwick. 
Stachys Anrensif, Com wound- wort. Gardens and wastes* 
Marrublum vulgare. White horehound. Island at the Bridge. 

biDYNAMIA ANOIOSPERMIA. 

Melampyrum sylva- Wood 60w-wheat, Ndghbouring 

ticum, woods. 

Orobanche major. Greater broom-rape, EaiA Com. Wood. 

TETRADYNAMIA 81LICUL0SA. 

Lepidlum latifolium. Broad-leaved pepperwort. Hermitage. 

TETRADYNAMIA SILIQUOSA. 

Turritis glabra. Smooth tower^mustard, Nr. Anick Grange. 

Tunitia MrsuU, . Hairy tower-mustord. Ditto. 

MONAD8LPHIA DBCANI^RIA. 

Geramiun lucidum. Shining crane's-bill. Near Chollerfor4* 
Geranium pusillum. Small-flowered crane's- Lane near Anick 

bill. Grange. 

Geranium rotundifb- Round-leaved crane's- Ditto. 

lium, biD, 

Geranium columbinum. Long-stalked crane's-bill. Ditto. 
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DIADELPHIA HBXANORIA. 

Futnaria capreolato^ Ramping futnitory^ Oakwood Bank. 

DIADKLPHIA DECANDRIA. 

Vicia syltratica, .Wood vetch. Neighbouring woods. 

Astragalus glycy Sweet milk-tetch, 

phyllos, wild liquorice. Hermitage. 

SYNOENESIA POLYGAMIA i&QUALtS. 

Serratula tinctoria Common saw-wort. West Dipton. 
"Carduus heterophyllus. Melancholy thistle, Shewingshields. 
BidenH tripartita, Trifid bur tnartgokl. Ditches. 

SYNOENE8IA POLYOAMtA FRVSTRANEA. 

Centatirea scabiosa. Greater knapweed, Nr. Anick Grange. 

OYNANDRIA DIANDRIA. 

Orchis bifolia. Butterfly orchis, Shewingshields. 

Orchis conopsea, Aromatic orchis, Shewingsfaielde. 

Satyrium viride. Frog satyrion, , Sliewiogshields. 

^atyrium albidum. White satyrion. In pastures ditto. 

DHECIA DIANDRIA. 

tSalix fusca. Brownish dwarf willow, Shewingshields. 

/ DiaSCIA PBNTAimRrA. 

tiumislus Lupqlus, Hop, BHstoii, &c. 

Numerous species of the diflferent genera in the class Crypto* 
fpamia, we forbear to mention, acknowledging with regret that 
^)ur imperfect acquaintance with this diflicult sul^ect would reduce 
•our assertions to aheer reliance on the dicta of others. • While on 
subjects within the reach of our investigation, we have been 
fuizious to adduce little that our own observation could not jus- 
tify. We have generally followed the scientific authors of the 
Botanist's Ouide. Our obligations are likewise due to Mr. 
Wallis, who gives us (to use his own names)— -the elder tree, 
the upright juniper, the great bilberry, the woody nightshade, 
musk-wood, crowfoot, hooded willow herb, Canterbury bells, 
l)lue-flowered columbine, celandine, money-wort, hemlodc drop- 
*wort, pimpemeli sundew, reed-mace, moon-wort, stone^fem, 
white maidenhair, and many others, sonoe of which are r^ected, 
4>ecause we iiave not -been able to .prove their local existence. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES. 



Part 1. p. 1&. 
Inscription over the door of a house io Gilligate :-^ 
C. D. 1683. I. D. 
Reason doth wonder, but Faith he tell can^ 
That a Maid was a Mother, and God was a Man. 
Let Reason look down^ and Eaith see the wonder^ 
For Faith sees abore^ and Reason sees under. 
Reason Joth wonder^ what by scripture is meant^ 
Which saith that Christ's Body is our Sacrament ; 
That our bread is his body and our drink is his blood. 
Which cannot by Reason be well understood ; 
For Faith tees aboTe, and Reason below^ 
For Faith -can see nsore than Reason doth know. 

Part i. p. 62. 
It was expected that the question concerning the proposed 
Toad -through the Seal would haw been determined before this 
volume had passed through the press. It still remains unset- 
tled. The commissioners press the measure; the inhabitants 
strenuously oppose it. The struggle has shewn that the posses- 
sioQ of the Seal is an object ef great importance to the health 
and oomfort of thepablic of Hexham. All those, therefore, 
who have opposed this innovation of their rights, are conceived 
. to have rendered an essential service to, and are of course 
extremely popular with, the inhabitants ; while the, perhaps, 
equally conscientious commissioners have incurred a high degree 
of odiiMn for persisting in a determination, which, although it may 
hare «fae public good for its ultimate end, certainly tramples on 
^ public right as its means. The Lady of the Manor has very 
spiritedly expressed her determination to protect the rights of 
the people to the extent of her power. This determination, so 
worthy of a Blackett, will preserve her name in the memory of 
the people with that reverence which they feel for her munifi- 
cent and public-spirited ancestors. 

Part ii. p. 158, 170, &c. 
" Ego Acca Hagustaldensis Subscripsi." In testimony of a 
deed of gift from Egfrid to Cuthbert. This airious charter is 
^ated 6S5, confirmed by Pope Agatho and King Egfrid, and 
signed by; Theodore, Bola, Cedd, Ceadda, Sexulf, &c. 
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Part'ii. p. 168, 164. 
The fiiDowiDg uncouth translBtion of Wilfrid's epitaph n ra- 
ther tame intelligible than the uncouth <Nriginal. ^ 
Here calm in earth the mighty Wilfrid lies ; 
Wilfirid who bade this glorious temple rise 
To God^ and him to whom of old were given 
The Adamantine throne, the keys^ of Heaven. 
'Twas Wilfrid rai^ that radiant croes sublime. 
And hung jthe consecrated banner high ; 
Who raiaed tbe«ie,witM^||riumpbant ov«r tkne> 
And stonir arcW twln^' like osier bo wen ; * 
Who stoifd thelpynan w^ wiih.golden flowers^ 
And taujgbt l^is teinpie'9 eoof to emulate the sky. 
In golden v^s holy relics hud^ 
In words of ^old the sacred book display'd ; 
He brought t^e goideo store of lean^iig ttome;^ 
Taught ernng man the laws of Heaven imd lUxne. 
His church reXgion's and the. muse'a Btbt^ 
Heee he promulgated the sacred rule. 
Through years of peril, still his hope was God, 
Till tofl subdued— he 4»8t the earthly leaven, 
Soair'd on light wiqg8> and sought hil native heafta.-*- 
Pursue^ jfi ftwk, the. path your shepherd trodew 

Part il. p. :i97. . 

A beautiful an4 venerable volume, supposed to be the Bibk 
of Hexham Abbey, is preserved in the Library of St. Nicholas 
at Newcastle., ^ewcoftik Magatine, 

Part ii. p. 201. 

The trial of Sir John Fenwick of Wallington, and his condem- 
nation by a law made after the fact, tended greatly to cherish 
that feeling of hostility to the Hanoverian interest which is alluded 
to in p. 201, as characteristic of the inhabitants of tiiis district 
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